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Presenter: Lauren Berlingo, M.S. Ed. 
        ESE Doctoral Student 

Berlingo will discuss her research on the attitudes and perceptions of typically 

developing individuals toward individuals with disabilities in general, and specifically 

about the prospects of dating and marrying people with disabilities. A survey was 

created, using two preexisting instruments, to investigate possible differences when 

individuals without disabilities are asked about the prospects of dating and 

marrying people with different kinds of disabilities, for example, physical versus 

intellectual.  

 

Looking for a Date or Choosing a Mate: 

What difference do individual 

characteristics make? 
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