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This event is offered in fulfillment of a series of enrichment activities for the Department’s Honoring Outstanding Owl 
Teachers (HOOT), the honors-in-the-major program within the Exceptional Student Education major in the College of 
Education. For additional information about the HOOT program, contact the honor’s program Sharon Darling, Ph.D. 
sdarlin4@fau.edu, Charles Dukes, Ph.D. cdukes@fau.edu or Lisa Finnegan, Ph.D. lfinnegan@fau.edu. 

  

 

 

If you need a reasonable accommodation to fully participate in this event, contact Sharon Darling at sdarlin4@fau.edu, 561.297.0807 
or TTY Relay Station 1.800.955.8770.  Please make your needs known as soon as possible,, preferably 
at least four business days prior to the event, to allow sufficient time for effective accommodations. 

 

HOOT Presents…

THIS EVENT IS OPEN TO ALL EDUCATION MAJORS. 

HOOT  
Honoring 

Outstanding Owl 
Teachers 

Expanding research 
and practice to 

prepare educators 
for the future. 

This colloquium and guided discussion will be led by 

Denise Dowdie, M.Ed., DESE Doctoral Student  

Abstract 

Choice-making is fundamental to a quality life. The ability to choose (e.g., food, 
clothing, residence, employment, relationships)-reflect only a few of the choices 
that contribute to a rich life. Yet, individuals with intellectual disabilities, are often 
not treated with the dignity and respect warranted, often because they are 
assumed incompetent. In spite of this, there is a rich literature on what choice-
making should be and how it may be used to promote positive behavior, leading 
to greater incision and autonomy. In this session, participants will learn the nature 
of choice-making, why/how individuals with intellectual disabilities have been 
denied the right to make choices about intimate relationships or parenting, and 
how teaching choice-making can help improve and enrich the lives of individuals 
with intellectual disabilities. 

Agenda 

5:30-5:40 Introductions 

5:40-5:50 HOOT Program Overview 

5:50-6:40 Colloquium 

6:40-7:00 Q&A/Discussion/Homework Explanation 
 

Come and learn about the DESE’s Honors in the major program, HOOT, and/
or engage in a “high impact” activity around your major.  

*5:30-7 PM 

Friday 

APRIL 9 

2021 

CONNECT VIA 

ZOOM 
Please use this link to RSVP no later than Tuesday, April 6 

https://tinyurl.com/y4hx424p 

*Participants arriving late (i.e., 16 minutes or more  after the start time) will not be able to enter 
the meeting, as it will be closed, resulting in them not being able to obtain credit for attending 
the event.  Please plan accordingly. 
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