
  

          Item: VIII.  

Wednesday, January 30, 2008 

 

 
SUBJECT:  RESEARCH COMMERCIALIZATION ASSISTANCE GRANT PROGRAM   
 

 
PROPOSED BOARD ACTION 

 
Approve as a consent agenda item, the attached Proposed Board Resolution delegating to President 
Brogan the authority to approve University submissions to the State University Research 
Commercialization Assistance Grant Program. 

 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

 
Section 1004.226(7)(b), Florida Statutes, allows any state university to submit a request for a grant to 
the Florida Technology, Research, and Scholarship Board, “upon approval of its board of trustees.”  The 
Florida Board of Governors sent an email to the university Presidents, attached, suggesting that to avoid 
delay each Board of Trustees approve a resolution similar to the one before this Board. 
 

IMPLEMENTATION PLAN/DATE 
 
Board approval, President, or his designee, will be authorized to approve submissions for the 
Commercialization Assistance Grant Program. 
 

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
Passage of this resolution will not have negative fiscal implications for FAU.  Passage of the resolution 
will allow for submissions for grant assistance to commercialize University research. 
 

Supporting Documentation:   
 

1. The Proposed Board Resolution 
2. The email from the Board of Governors to the SUS Presidents 
3. The suggested board resolution from the Board of Governors 
4. Section 1004.226(7), Florida Statutes 

Presented by:  Jack Ludin, Deputy General Counsel 

Phone:  (561) 297-3511  Email:  jludin@fau.edu 



 
 
To the SUS Presidents: 
 
This is a follow-up from yesterday’s E-mail in which you were copied 
regarding the State University Research Commercialization Assistance 
Grant Program.  I was responding to Jack Sullivan, President of the 
Florida Research Consortium, regarding language in the legislation 
(F.S. 1004.226(7)(b)), which states:  
 
“Any state university, upon approval of its board of trustees, may 
submit a request to the board [i.e., the Florida Technology, Research, 
and Scholarship Board] for a grant to facilitate the commercialization 
of a university research product or the commercialization of a patent 
held by a state agency under a cooperative agreement between the 
state agency and the university.” 
 
The RFP submission procedures for the Commercialization Assistance 
Grant Program are being developed and include early 2008 deadlines.  
I would be concerned if the submission process was slowed at the 
campus level in order to strictly comply with the language regarding 
BOT approval.  Further, I do not believe that the authors of this 
language intended that BOT approval was crucial, and I expect that 
this potential for slowing down the process was not considered.  The 
activities associated with the Program obviously encompass 
procedures and deliverables routinely and carefully handled by your 
research and technology transfer offices. 
 
In an abundance of caution, I am suggesting that a consent agenda 
item be placed on the next scheduled meeting of each university board 
of trustees that delegates submission authority for the Program to the 
appropriate university administrative offices.   
 
To assist you, I am providing suggested language for a consent agenda 
item below. 
 
Thanks, 
R.E. 
_____ 
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