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DIRECTOR’S NOTE

First and foremost, this play is not a musical—And perhaps
thisisthe first of many red-herringsin thisfarcical and ingenious
comic romp, masquerading as a "Whodunit”. It is through this
lens that we examine a bygone era of glitz and glamour; when
technicolor was in its infancy. The Musical Comedy Murders
cg‘1940 was written by John Bishop for the Circle Repertory

ompany and moved to Broadway’s Longacre Theatre on
Aﬁril 6, 19?;, where it enjoyed a successful three-month run.
The play offers corny satire of classic Hollywood thrillers while
simultaneously poking fun at show business via the “Great
White Way”.

Audiences and critics (at least for three months) loved this
play and here’s what they said: “It's a kind of crossbreeding
of Charles Ludlam’s The Mystery of Irma Vep and Terrence
McNally’s It’s Only a Play seasoned with a soupcon of Noises
Off" -New York Times. “Enormous fun...Its strength comes in
part from the sheer diamond wit and diamanté showbiz glitter
of Bishop’s writing. Even his corn is succulently served”- NY
Post. “"Murders is the intelligent person’s kind of nonsense” -
New York Magazine.

More than 8o years have passed since America’s involvement
in WWII and subsequently becoming the first superpower. It is
a world that exists only in memory. Broadway, radio, and the
movies provided shelter from the devastation that was the
Great Depression at a time when we as a nation desperatel
needed a place to escape, a place to laugh, and a place to heal.
Today, our nation is still coming out o% the disorientation of
Covid-19 coupled with an ever-changing cultural landscape
that is fueled by fear, suspicion, and intolerance. We as a
people desperately need a place to heal and to laugh. | believe
that through laughter we shall build a better community of
acceptance.

Make no mistake, this is blatant escapism—so let us escape
freely into the past to build a better community in the present
through laughter. | encourage you all to join me in embracing
this soupgon of silly and let us escape into this farcical pseudo
whodunit that is The Musical Comedy Murders of 194o0.

-Lee Sorotee
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(IN ORDER OF APPEARANCE)

HelsaWenzel..........ooiiii Cait Siobhan Kiley*+
Elsa Von Grossenkneuten.......cooouuiiiiiiiiiinici e Ana Calise+
Michael Kelly... ..o Joel Rodriguez+
Patrick O'Reilly........oooi Kyle Smith+
KenDe LaMaize.....cocoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiicecec e Mitchell Worrell-Olson+
Nikki Crandall.. ... Allie Gladstone
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SoUNd DeSIGNET....iiiiiiiiiiiie ettt Hannah Roebuck
FIght Dir€CtOr. . vi it Lee Soroko
Music Directors........coeeeiiiieec e Anthony Blatter+, Joel Rodriguez+
Choreographer........ocuiiii i Shayna Gilberg+
Dialect CoaCh. .. . Kathryn L. Johnston
Properties Director............coiiiiiiiii Angelina Zuccarelli
Hair and Makeup Designer..........coccvveeiniiiieeiiiiie e Caroline Slagle
Technical DIreCtor.........coiiiiiic e Rebecca Lucatero
Stage Manager........coooiiiiiiiiiiiiiic Daniela Supovitz

+ Denotes M.F.A. Graduate Student
*Appears with permission from Actor’s Equity Association



PRoDUCTION CREW

Costume Shop Manager.........ooiiiiiiiiiiiiee e Tim Bowman
Scene ShoP Manager......ccouuiiiiiiiiii e Matt McCord
Asst. Stage Manager.........oooiiiiiiiiiiii JennaVece
Y=Yl o g T el - o TP Jessica Norton,
Sarah Romeo
Light Board Operator.........couuuuuiiiiiieeeiiiieiiiicee e Sybille Desormes
SoUNd ENGINEEI . ..coiiiiiiiiiie e Stephanie Young
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Wardrobe Head.........ooiiiiiiiiiiie e Amalia Phend
D g =TT T R Jorge Pie,

Kendra Parrish, Idrissa Dial,
Gabriela Fatta, Emily Schecter

Hair/MaKeuUp CreW. .. ... Valeria lllan
Publicity & Graphic Design.................... Ana Marie Calise+, Shayna Gilberg+,

Doriyan De’Angelo Caty
Photography.........ccoooiiiiii Morgan Sophia Photography
Program Assistant............oooi Elvira Figueras
Office Assistants............ouueeieriiiiieninnnnn. Shayna Gilberg+, Ana Marie Calise+,

Doriyan De’Angelo Caty
Fight Captain.......uoeiiiiiiee e Caroline Slagle
HOUSE MaNAgEI . .ceviiiiiiiiie et Cassidy Joseph
UShers. ... Olivia Beebe, Marybeth Schettler,

Paula Rodriguez, Monique Abrams,
Idrissa Dial, Michael Glynn,

Jaclyn Dills, Geraldine Monsalve,
Elle Saunders, Tina Daughtry,
Anaya Horton

SPECIAL THANKS
H. Russ BROWN

+ Denotes M.F.A. Graduate Student
* Appears with permission from Actor’s Equity Association



WHO'S WHO IN OUR CAST

Cait Siobhan Kiley*+ (Helsa Wenzel) is an actress, writer, singer, and
cinnamon roII-entKusiast originally from California and most recentl
based in New York City. She has worked nationally and internationaIK/
as an actress on tour, in regional theaters, and most recently aboard
Norwegian Cruise Lines. Cait's original play, Gamma Delta Nasty, pre-
miered at New York Theatre Festival’s Winterfest in 2018. BFA Univer-
sity of Arizona, Tucson. Gratitude to family and friends. For Daddoo.
CaitKiley.com

Ana Calise+ (Elsa Von Grossenknueten) is originally from Rhode Island.
She graduated from New York University’s Tisch School of the Arts with
a Bachelor of Fine Arts in Drama. Ana spent numerous years after grad-
uation working as an actor, director, and writer. She wrote and starred
in the short film A Different Kind of Animal. Ana also narrated the audio-
books for the Lola Dutch book series and directed a production of La
Cage Aux Folles at Stadium Theatre in Woonsocket, RI.

Joel Rodriguez+ (Michael Kelly) is a first-year Dominican-American
MFA candidate, raised in Kansas City, MO. Just last May, he graduat-

ed from the University of Missouri with two Bachelor degrees, Music

& Theatre Performance. Joel has worked as a professional actor for
several companies in the Midwest. His most recent credits include: D in
Polaroid Stories, Franklin Hart Jr. in g to 5 The Musical, and The Wiz in The
Wiz: A SuperSoul Musical.

Kyle Smith+ (Patrick O’Reilly) is a second-year MFA candidate at FAU
having received his BFA in Musical Theatre from Ohio Northern Univer-
sity. Favorite roles: Claudio in Much Ado About Nothing with Vermont
Shakespeare Co., Gabe in Next To Normal at Midtown Arts Center, and
Cliff in Cabaret with Sierra Repertory Theatre. At FAU: Monty in Violet
and Orpheus in Polaroid Stories.

Mitchell Worrell-Olson+ (Ken De La Maize) is a graduate student at
FAU. He attended CSU, Sacramento, where he graduated with honors.
His undergraduate credits include Orcus in She Kills Monsters, Smee in
Peter and the Starcatcher, Friar Lawrence in Romeo and Juliet, and Nar-
rator/Eddie/Dr Scott in the Rocky Horror Show. He recently appeared as
Father in Violet, G in Polaroid Stories, and Stan in Sweat. He would like
to thank his cohort and fiancée Natalie for supporting him.

Allie Gladstone (Nikki Crandall) is currently a junior BFA Acting major at
FAU. She has been in several productions including Antigone Now, Lady
Windermere’s Fan, The Wolves, and Polaroid Stories. Allie is excited to be
a part of this incredible cast and looking forward to opening night. She
would like to thank her family for their continuous love and support,
and all those involved in making this production possible!

Zachary Marullo+ (Eddie McCuen) is a current graduate student at
Florida Atlantic University. Zach is excited to share this art form to the
public. Zach graduated from Sam Houston State University with his BFA
in Acting/Directing. His directing credits include Endgame at Sam Hous-
ton State University, Peter Pan at Old Town Theatre and The Telephone



at Florida Atlantic University Opera. His acting credits include Jason in
Sweat, Father Thomas in Creature, and Clarence in Richard 3.

Shayna Gilberg+ (Marjorie Baverstock) is a first-year MFA Acting Candi-
date. She is a graduate of the University of Central Florida’s BFA Musical
Theatre and Dance Minor programs. Recent credits include Shrek the
Musical (Princess Fiona) at the Dr. Phillips Center in Orlando, and First
Date (Woman 1). She is SAFD certified in Single-Sword and Unarmed
Stage Combat. When not acting, she enjoys workinlg in dramaturgy.
She would like to thank her boyi!riend Forrest, family, and cohort for
their love and support. shaynagilberg.com

Anthony Blatter+ (Roger Hopewell) is a first-year MFA candidate at
Florida Atlantic University. He recently received his BM in Vocal Perfor-
mance and a BA in Theatre Performance from The University of Missou-
ri. FAU credits include: Violet (Flick), Sweat (Brucie/Evan). Other credits
include: RENT (Tom Collins), A View from the Bridge (Eddie Carbone).

Caitlin Foster+ (Bernice Roth) is a first-year MFA candidate at Flori-

da Atlantic University. She recently received her BFA in Acting from
the University of Florida. FAU credits: Violet (Violet), Neighborhood 3
(Gamemaster). Other credits include Hamlet (Horatio), Rosencrantz
and Guildenstern are Dead (Rosencrantz), and Little Women (Jo March).
She is certified by the SAFD in Rapier & Dagger and Unarmed Combat.
Thanks to the cast and crew for being lovely to work with.

Caroline Slagle (Female Swing, Fight Captain) is a senior currentl
pursuing a BFA in Musical Theatre. Previous credits include Neighbor-
hood 3...(Leslie/Madison), The Wolves (#11), RENT (Maureen U/S), Little
Women (Amy March), The Little Mermaid (Ariel), and The Trojan Wom-
en (Cassandra). She recently received 3rd place for the NSAL Florida
competition in Drama and is certified by the SAFD as an Actor Combat-
ant. Her work has also been seen as a choreographer in productions of
Shrek, Stone Soup, and Beauty and the Beast.

Connor Lee (Male Swing) is a third year student at FAU pursuing a BFA
in Musical Theatre. He has acted in shows here such as Neighborhood
3, Richard I, and Lady Windermere’s Fan. He was also in Alpha Psi
Omega'’s Wonder of the World. He has crewed The Wolves and Polaroid
Stories. He hopes you enjoy the mystery in store for you in The Musical
Comedy Murders of 1940!!!

John Bishop (Playwright) originally from Ohio, Bishop studied theatre
at Carnegie Mellon University. In 1977, his play The Trip Back Down had
a successful run on Broadway at the Longacre Theatre; ten years later,
The Musical Comedy Murders of 1940 enjoyed a successful four months
at the same theatre. Bishop wrote for the screen as well, and served as
a script doctor for several popular films, such as Beverly Hills Cop Il and
Clear and Present Danger.
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IN SPECIAL RECOGNITION OF MARLEEN FORKAS!

THE DEPARTMENT OF THEATRE AND DANCE IS GRATEFUL TO
MARLEEN FORKAS FOR NAMING THE
MARLEEN FORKAS STUDIO ONE THEATRE.

WE THANK OUR AMBASSADORS OF THE ARTS
FOR THEIR SUPPORT AND COMMITMENT TO
EXCELLENCE IN ART AND CULTURE AT
FLORIDA ATLANTIC UNIVERSITY.

PLATINUM AMBASSADORS
MANDELL WEISS CHARITABLE TRUST
LINDA AND JOE SATZ - TRUSTEES
MARGIE AND MAURICE PLOUGH JR.
MARK TRAVERSO AND CONOR WALTON
JUDITH AND HOWARD WEINER, MD

GOLD AMBASSADORS
LINDA AND JAY ROSENKRANZ
JOSH AND HARRIET KALIN

AMBASSADORS
BARBARA C. AND JULIETTE EZAGUI ROBIN S. MAY
CHARLES M. ACKERMAN
JuDpY FISH SANDRA AND BERNIE
ANONYMOUS MEYER
JUNE GELB
DIANE AND JOHN PHILIP G. ROBINSON, MD
DALSIMER ARLENE HERSON
BETH K. SCHWARTZ
FRANCESCA DANIELS JUDITH TELLER KAYE
MYRNA GORDON
RANDALL ELLIOT, MAXINE LEINER SKURNICK
BGEN(RET) AND ROBERTA
PALESTINE, MD MARILYN LITVAK TERIWOLOFSKY

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE AMBASSADOR OF THE ARTS PROGRAM,
CONTACT GAIL VORSAS AT 561-297-2337 OR GVORSAS (D FAU.EDU
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Music and Lyrics by William Finn
Book by Rache] Sheinkin

Tickets at
FAUEVENTS.COM
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UPCOMING PRODUCTIONS 2023/24
Purchase tickets at fauevents.com or call 561-297-6124

LApby From THE SEA

by Henrik Ibsen

Marleen Forkas Studio One Theatre
Friday, Sept. 29, 7 p.m.

Saturday, Sept. 30th, 7 p.m.
Sunday, Oct. 1, 2 p.m.

Friday, Oct. 6, 7 p.m.

Saturday, Oct. 7, 2 p.m.

Saturday, Oct. 7, 7 p.m.

Sunday, Oct. 8,2 p.m.

Oo0o0o0oo0ooo

9105

by Dolly Parton and Patricia Resnick
University Theatre

Friday, Nov. 10, 7 p.m.

Saturday, Nov. 11,7 p.m.

Sunday, Nov. 12, 2 p.m.

Friday, Nov. 17,7 p.m.

Saturday, Nov. 18, 2 p.m.
Saturday, Nov. 18, 7 p.m.

Sunday, Nov. 19, 2 p.m.

ooooooo

RePERTORY THEATRE DANCE ENSEMBLE

(RDTE)

FAU'’s Repertory Dance Theatre
Ensemble

University Theatre

U Friday, Dec. 8,7 p.m.

U Saturday, Dec.9, 2 p.m.

U Saturday, Dec. 9,7 p.m.

Box OFFICE
561-297-6124 | www.fauevents.com

Season Package - $138 (5 theatre shows + 2
dance shows)

Theatre Package - $99 (5 theatre shows)
Single Adult - $25

Faculty, Staff, & Alumni - $18

FAU Student with ID - $15;

Groups of 9 or more $19/person

For more information on upcoming
events, call 561-297-6124

THe 25TH ANNUAL PutNAM COUNTY SPELLING

Bee

by William Finn and Rachel Sheinkin
University Theatre

Friday, Feb. 9, 7 p.m.

Saturday, Feb. 10, 7 p.m.

Sunday, Feb. 11, 2 p.m.

Friday, Feb. 16, 7 p.m.

Saturday, Feb. 17,2 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 17,7 p.m.

Sunday, Feb. 18,2 p.m.

Oo0o0oo0o0oo

TWELFTH NIGHT
by William Shakespeare

Marleen Forkas Studio One Theatre
Friday, March 15,7 p.m.
Saturday, March 16, 7 p.m.
Sunday, March 17,2 p.m.

Friday, March 22, 7 p.m.
Saturday, March 23, 2 p.m.
Saturday, March 23,7 p.m.

Sunday, March 24, 2 p.m.

Ooo0o0oo0oog

ONE MaN, Two GUVNORs
by Richard Bean

Marleen Forkas Studio One Theatre
Friday, April 12,7 p.m.

Saturday, April 13,7 p.m.

Sunday, April 14, 2 p.m.

Friday, April 19, 7 p.m.

Saturday, April 20, 2 p.m.
Saturday, April 20, 7 p.m.

Sunday, April 21, 2 p.m.

Oo0o0oo0o0oo

Dances WE DaNce
Spring Showcase

University Theatre

O Friday, April 26, 7 p.m.

U Saturday, April 27 1 p.m.
U Saturday, April 27, 7 p.m.



THEATRELAB

AUS Premiere
Nov 18-Dec 10

V AFlorida Premiere AWorld Premiere
Feb3-18 April 13-28

B MANY
= \WONDROUS RENLITIES OF

HECKSCHER THEATRE FOR FAMILIES \ 3.’ SMi ,
A Florida Premiere ” RR DD
Sept 16- 0ct 8 2023 4

Mainstage Subscription: $115
Add on Heckscher Theatre for Families for just $10 more!
Tickets at fauevents.com or 561-297-6124




NOW PRESENTING

SUMMER REPERTORY THEATRE 2023

DON'T MISS OUT ON THE REST OF OUR SEASON!
fauevents.com or call 561-297-6124
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CSMEDY
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ST 011940

" By ol Bk FAU STAFF: $18

TICKET PRICES

June 16th - July 1st, 2023

A CHORUS
LINE

STUDENT: $15

PACKAGE

7 DEALS:
July 14th - 30th, 2023 THEATRE
RICC. RAND LTS SHOWS: $45
2 THEATRE

SHOWS AND BIG
BAND CONCERT:
$70

July 8th - gth, 2023



DOROTHY F. SCHMIDT COLLEGE OF ARTS AND LETTERS
SupPORT THE ARTS, HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES

By making a contribution, you express your commitment to
expanding educational and artistic excellence at FAU

LEVELS OF GIVING

O Director’s Club (510,000)
O Scholar ($5,000)

O Associate ($2,500)

O Patron (51,000)

OTalon (5500)

OFellow ($250)

O Friend ($100)

O Contributor ($35-$99)
DEDICATE A SEAT

51,000 for one
0 $1,800 for a pair

OTHER GIFT DESIGNATION*

Amount $

*Note: A portion or all of your
contribution may be tax-
deductible based on any goods or
services received in exchange for
your contribution according to IRS
regulations.

O My employer has a matching gift
program matchinggifts.com/fau

PAYMENT METHOD

Name

THEATRE LAB INNER CIRCLE

O Season Benefactor (550,000)

O Season Producer ($25,000)

O Executive Producer (510,000)
O Producer ($5,000)

O Associate Producer ($2,500)

O Co-Producer ($1,000)

and the

O Theatre Lab Alliance (575-$999)
AMBASSADOR OF THE ARTS
Unrestricted gifts to the Arts

O Platinum Ambassador ($5,000)
O Gold Ambassador (52,500)

O Ambassador of the Arts ($1,000)

ENDOWMENT OR ESTATE GIFT

To explore establishing an endowment,
estate gift designation or other gift
opportunities, contact Laurie Carney,
Senior Director of Development and
Outreach at 561-297-3606 or

Lcarney @fau.edu

Address

City

E-mail

State Zip

Telephone

O Check

(made payable to the FAU Foundation, Inc./Cultural Arts Prodigy Program)

[ Please contact me for my credit card information

(indicate Phone # above)

MaAiL To:

Gail Vorsas, Dorothy F. Schmidt College of Arts and Letters

FAU, 777 Glades Road, Boca Raton,

Florida, 33431 gvorsas@fau.edu | 561-297-2337



VIRTUAL EXTENDED PLAYBILL

This summer, we have started a new student
initiative to create an online version of our playbill with
extended information about our cast, crew, and produc-
tion. This playbill gives us the opportunity to showcase
our students beyond the confines of a paper program
and highlight their achievements and hard work.

We encourage you to please scan the QR code
below to follow a link to our virtual extended playbill on
our department website. By doing so, you will join us
in celebrating our students and their dedication to our
productions.

HOW TO SCAN:

e Open your phone’s camera

e Point directly at the QR code below

e QR code should appear highlighted with a link avail-
able

e C(licklink and enjoy the online program!




F U SCHOOL OF THE ARTS

Dorothy F. Schmidt
College of Arts and Letters
Florida Atlantic University

THE DEPARTMENT OF
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www.fau.edu/theatre
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Faculty and Staff

Michael Horswell

Jill Adomaitis
Jean-Louis Baldet

. Tim Bowman

Jill Carr

Danielle Dale-Hancock
Ted deChatelet
Brandy DeMil

Caroline Dopson

Elvira Figueras
Desmond Gallant

Kathryn L. Johnston
Rebecca Lucatero
Matt McCord

Lynn McNutt

Dr. Joseph Mills
Emily Palacios
Dawn Shamburger
Thomas M. Shorrock

Dean College of Arts and Letters

Adjunct Professor
Professor Emeritus
Costume Shop Manager
Adjunct Professor
Adjunct Professor
Assistant Professor
Adjunct Professor
Adjunct Professor
Program Assistant
Associate Professor,
Director, School of the Arts
Associate Professor
Instructor

Scene Shop Manager
Associate Professor
Adjunct Professor
Adjunct Professor
Associate Professor
Professor,

Department Chair,

Producing Director, Theatre Lab

K. April Soroko

Lee Soroko
Scott Wells
Djimon Williams

Associate Professor,
Associate Chair
Associate Professor
Adjunct Professor
Adjunct Professor

Theatre Lab, Resident Company of FAU

Jill Carr
Harmon Casey
Diana Garley
Cassie Kris
Matt Stabile
Louis Tyrrell

Dir. of Ed. and Comm. Outreach

Asst. Technical Director

Social Media & Marketing Assoc.

Company Manager
Artistic Director
Founding Director,

Dorothy F. Schmidt Eminent Scholar in the Arts




