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DIRECTOR’S NOTES

In the fall of 1999, while I was living and working as
an actor in Los Angeles, I was lucky enough to be in a
production of Violet at Laguna Playhouse. It was one of the
first regional productions of the show after it premiered at
Playwrights Horizons in New York City in 1997, so it was
very new material — to us and to audiences. As we finished
reading the script aloud on the first day of rehearsal,
everyone in the room had tears in their eyes. We knew we
were going to be part of a beautiful and profound piece of
theatre.

Since then, the show has become a cult favorite among
theatre people, but it never got the traction of other small,
story-driven musicals. That has always surprised me.
With its soaring score of yearning bluegrass and inspiring
gospel songs, and its stirring book scenes full of nuanced
characters desperately seeking human connection, it has
always seemed to me to be a perfect example of musical
theatre storytelling.

But maybe that’s it. Maybe, like Violet, we are afraid
to take the long hard look at ourselves and each other
that the musical demands. Maybe the show’s themes of
forgiveness, redemption, and personal growth cut a little
too close to the bone and challenge our comfort zones
just a little too much. Maybe it’s a lot to wrestle with —
because, just like life sometimes, it is. But if we do, what
is waiting for us at the end, in all its stillness and simple
serenity, is what makes the journey worth it.

Light.

And don’t we all need a little bit more of that?

Bruce Linser
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WHO'S WHO IN OUR CAST

Caitlin Foster (Violet) is a first-year MFA candidate at Florida Atlantic University. She
recently received her BFA in Acting from the University of Florida. Some recent credits
include Hamlet (Horatio), Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are Dead (Rosencrantz), and
Little Women (Jo March). She would like to thank her cohort for being the best support
system and for teaching her something new every day. Enjoy Violet!

Anthony Blatter. (Flick) baritone, is a first-year MFA candidate at Florida Atlantic Uni-
versity from St. Louis, Missouri. He graduated from the University of Missouri — Colum-
bia in the Spring of 2022 where he received his Bachelor of Music in Vocal Performance
and a Bachelor of Arts in Theatre Performance. Anthony has worked as an actor with
the Larry D. Clark Repertory Theatre company and a musician with Show-Me Opera.
Anthony has fallen in love with sunny south Florida and appreciates the love and sup-
port from his cohort members.

Kyle Smith+ (Monty, U/S Father) is a first-year MFA candidate. He received his BFA in
Musical Theater from Ohio Northern University and has been acting in theaters across
the country for 15 years. Some of his favorite roles include Gabe in Next To Normal (Fort
Collins, Colorado), Claudio in Much Ado About Nothing (Vermont Shakespeare Compa-
ny), Sparky in Forever Plaid (Pacific Conservatory Theater) and Cliff in Cabaret (Sierra
Repertory Theater).

Olivia Beebe(Young Vi) is from Rockledge, Florida and is a junior in the BFA Musical
Theater Program. Some of her favorite roles to play have been in The Wolves (#2), Lady
Windermere’s Fan (Lady Paisley), Chicago (Velma Kelly), and Into the Woods (Cinderella).
Olivia is grateful to have worked on this musical with so many wonderful and talented
people, and wants to thank her teachers, friends, and family for making it possible.

Mitchell Worrell-Olson. (Father) is an MFA candidate. He received his BA in Theatre
from Sacramento State, where he played Friar Lawrence in Romeo and Juliet, Orcus

in She Kills Monsters, Smee in Peter and the Starcatcher, and The Narrator, Eddie, and
Dr. Scott in The Rocky Horror Show. He is grateful for the opportunity to play Fatherin
Violet. He would like to thank his family, director, cohort, and his partner for supporting
him.

Gustavo Garcia (Preacher) is a senior here at FAU who has been privileged to work

with so many talented artists on stage and in the classroom. This particular project is es-
pecially near to his heart, being his favorite musical. He plans on pursuing his MFA and
open his own TYA company to inspire the next generation of artists. FAU Credits: The
Hlusion (Pridamant) Richard Ill (Edward IV) Professional: ...Lotta People Ball (Himself/
Various), Urinetown (Old man Strong), The Roaches (Actor 2)

Paolo Pineda (Virgil, U/S Billy Dean) is currently a senior at FAU working towards his
BFA with a Concentration in Performance. Most recently Paolo has been seen in shows
such as, RENT, Brighton Beach Memoirs, Mamma Mia, Oliver!, and Urinetown. Paolo’s
achievements also include the privilege of performing at Carnegie Hall twice, joining
the featured choir at Disney’s Candlelight Procession for several years, and competing
in the Barbershop Harmony Society’s International Stage.

Matthew Altef (Leroy Evans/Ensemble) is a Senior in the BA General Theatre Program.
He is thrilled to return to the stage as Leroy Evans in Violet. He's also performed as
Fender in Hairspray, and the Knight in Little Women. Matt is so grateful for the opportu-
nity to be part of the collaborative process that has been Violet and would like to thank
his Family, Friends, and Professors for all the support they have given him.

Cait Siobhan Kiley*+ (Old Lady/Ensemble) is an actress, writer, singer, and cinnamon
roll-enthusiast originally from Elk Grove, California and most recently based in New
York City. Some recent credits include Footloose aboard Norwegian Cruise Lines, and



taking on the iconic role of Ms. Frizzle on the national tour of The Magic School Bus: Lost
in the Solar System. Cait’s original play, Gamma Delta Nasty, premiered at New York
Theatre Festival’'s Winterfest in 2018. BFA University of Arizona, Tucson. For Daddoo.

Joel M. Rodriguez (Bus Driver 1/Ensemble) is a first-year Dominican-American MFA
candidate.. Just last May, he graduated from the University of Missouri with two Bach-
elor of Arts degrees in Voice Performance and Theatre Performance. Joel has worked
as a professional actor for several companies in the Midwest over the course of his
undergraduate tenure. Some of his most recent roles include Franklin Hart Jr.in g to 5
The Musical, The Wiz in The Wiz: A SuperSoul Musical, and Basilio in Le nozze di Figaro by
Mozart.

Blaine DeBerry (Waiter/Ensemble, U/S Monty) is a graduating BFA Musical Theatre
student here at FAU. Previous credits include RENT (Mark Cohen), Richard Il (Vaughn),
and Lady Windermere’s Fan (Mr. Hopper). He would like to thank Bruce, along with the
entire cast and crew, for giving him this opportunity.He would also like to thank his par-
ents, Sherri and David, for providing the loving support system that continues to allow
him to pursue his artistic goals and dreams.

Shayna Gilberg- (Bus Driver 2/Ensemble, U/S Violet, U/S Hotel Hooker) is a first-year
MFA Acting Candidate. She is a graduate of the University of Central Florida's BFA
Musical Theatre and Dance Minor programs. Recent credits include Shrek the Musical
(Princess Fiona) at the Dr. Phillips Center in Orlando, and First Date (Woman 1). She is
SAFD certified in Single-Sword and Unarmed Stage Combat. She would like to thank
her family, boyfriend, and cohort for their love and support.

Sarah Sun Park+(Hotel Hooker/Ensemble) is thrilled to be in Violet! Credits include the
World Premiere of Michael Weller’s A Welcome Guest at the Contemporary American
Theater Festival, NCT's Broadway Mamma Mia!, BTG's Hair, Rattlestick Playwrights
Theater, Two River Theater, Playhouse on Park, Village Theatre, Virginia Stage Com-
pany, Disney, and more. Sarah gives thanks to Jesus Christ, her family, her beautiful
Godmother Marie-Michéle Ivey, and her loved ones. BFA NYU "...and do everything
with love.” 1 Corinthians 16:14

Daniella Coby (Almeta/Ensemble, Dance Captain) is currently a junior at FAU. She is ma-
joring in Theatre Performance. Apart from acting, Daniella loves singing at her church,
teaching dance classes, and creating content on platforms like Youtube and Tiktok. Her
hope for the future is to continue pursuing her hobbies, perform in as many shows as
she can, and to continue to create new and exciting things for the world to see. This is
her very first show here at Florida Atlantic, and is super excited to put on a great show!

Shekendra Parrish (Music Hall Singer/Ensemble) is a junior at Florida Atlantic University.
She has been singing her whole life but found a love for acting only 3 years ago. This

is her first musical and she is really excited about sharing the stage with this wonder-

ful cast! She enjoys reading, laughing and hanging out with family and friends. When
Shekendra graduates she plans to move to New York to pursue a career on Broadway.
She also wants to expand her children’s theater company “Kendratic Expressions” into a
place for creatives of every kind to come together, create and feel at home.

Eryk Dewire (Billy Dean/Ensemble) is a freshman at FAU. He has been in countless pro-
ductions at his high school including Aldolpho from The Drowsy Chaperone and Stanley
Stubbers from One Man Two Guvnors. He is majoring in theatre and hopes you enjoy the
show just as much as he did!

Doriyan De’Angelo Caty (Bus Driver 3/Ensemble) is a junior in the Musical Theatre BFA
program. He is thrilled to get another opportunity to perform with his peers and further
his education. At the age of 21, Doriyan has participated in over 5 professional/regional
productions. His recent roles include Dorian Lewis in Zoetic Stage’s reading of original
work Sibling Rivalries, Jack in Barclay Performing arts Into the Woods, The Minstrel in
PPTOPA's Something Rotten,and the understudy for Angel and Benny in RENT here at



FAU.

Cassidy Joseph (Lula Buffington/Ensemble, U/S Music Hall Singer) is a graduating senior
and singing and dancing have always been her passions. Her love for theatre began

at Norland Middle School and has continued until now. Her past roles include playing
“Aida” in Aida, “Lil Inez" in Hairspray and “Deena” in Dreamgirls. Cassidy gives her love
and gratitude to her family and friends who always support her.

Daryan Lyew-Ayee (Bus Driver 4/Ensemble) is a 3rd year transfer student from Broward
College. There, he performed in Deadly Deception, as well as Check Please. He then
performed in The Addams Family (Gomez Addams) for a community theater. He is super
excited and happy to be a part of Violet playing Bus Driver #4, as well as various ensem-
ble members. He is proud of his fellow peers who have all put in the work beside him to
create an amazing and beautiful show. He'd like to thank his family for supporting him
on his journey for the past 3 years that has ever so blossomed.

Ana Calise+ (U/S Old Lady, U/S Bus Driver 2) is originally from Rhode Island. She gradu-
ated from New York University’s Tisch School of the Arts with a Bachelor of Fine Arts in
Drama. At Tisch, she studied at the Strasberg Institute, New Studio on Broadway, and
Stonestreet Studios. Ana spent numerous years after graduation working as an actor,
director, and writer. She wrote and starred in the short film A Different Kind of Animal.
She also had the pleasure of working on multiple independent films and television
projects.

Chelsea Thomas (U/S Almeta, U/S Lula) is a graduating senior at FAU majoring in
Theatre Performance BA. Her previous Theatrical Credits are Various Ensemble in RENT
(2022), Florence in Poof (2022), Directing/ Choreographing Cheek to Cheek (2021), Marty
in Dreamgirls (2021), and Juror 2 in 22 Angry Jurors. She's very thankful for this opportu-
nity and can’t wait for everyone to witness the talent and necessary story of Violet.

Johnathon Thompson Jr. (U/S Flick, U/S Bus Driver 3) is a senior at FAU and an aspiring
actor. He has been in a few productions in and out of college such as Tartuffe, True West,
and many more. Aside from acting, he is an audio engineer and is an acting combatant.
He also enjoys singing at his church and performing and writing spoken word poetry.

Bruce Linser (Director) has directed for Palm Beach Dramaworks, MNM Theatre Com-
pany, and FAU's Festival Rep including Bonnie and Clyde, Once Upon a Mattress, and
Into the Woods. As an actor, Bruce has appeared at Maltz Jupiter Theatre, Palm Beach
Dramaworks, The Wick Theatre, and FAU's Festival Rep including Che in Evita, Bobby in
Company, and Malvolio in Twelfth Night. Member: Actors’ Equity Association. Associate
Member: Stage Directors and Choreographers Society. brucelinser.com

Paul Tine (Music Director) is a Carbonell and Silver Palm Award-winning music director
from Connecticut. He studied piano, voice, and politics at Ithaca College and sang with
Ithacappella. He currently teaches lessons at North Broward Preparatory School. As a
baritone with CONCORA, he was a featured soloist in symphonic concerts under the
baton of Dr. Chris Shepard. Paul music directed the world premiere of The Cook, The
Thief, His Wife & Her Lover at Faena Hotel Miami Beach.



MusicAL NUMBERS

ACT1
“Water InThe Well”. ..., Young Vi, Violet, Father
YU o] 1T USSP URRPPN Violet
PON MY WA o Violet, Flick, Old Lady,
Bus Driver 1, Ensemble
BIMIMI'S” ..t Violet, Flick, Old Lady,
Ensemble
MLUCK OF the DFaW”.....veeee ettt Father, Young Vi,
Violet, Flick, Monty
PQUESTION N ANSWET . ...ttt Violet, Monty
MPreacher Hymin 17 ..o Monty
PAIITO PIECES ...t Violet, Flick,
Monty
“Preacher Hymn 1. ..o Preacher, Virig|,
Violet, Ensemble
B I | S T TSP UPR Flick
“ANYONE WOoUId DO, Hotel Hooker
“Who'll Be The One (If NOt M) ........oooiiiiiieeee e Radio Singers,
Father, Old Lady, Violet, Young Vi, Monty
“Last Time | Came To Memphis”.........ooiiiiiiiiiieeec e Monty
“Transition To Trio/Lonely Stranger”..........cccovoeiiie i Violet, Monty,
Flick,Music Hall Singer
“Lay Down YoUr Head".......couii ittt Violet
"Anyone Would Do (RePrisSe)”.......cccuuivieruieiieeiieeiieeees Almeta, Hotel Hooker,
Music Hall Singer

AcT 2
“M&M's Transition IV .......eee e Bus Driver 3, Ensemble
"Hard To Say Goodbye".........ciuiiiiiiiiei s Flick, Violet
“Promise Me, Violet”.........ccooveiiviieiee e Monty, Violet, Flick
MRAISE ME UP ..t Preacher, Lula,
Virgil, Ensemble
"Down The Mountain”......cccueveei i e Father, Young Vi,
Violet, Virgil
MINThe Chapel” ..o Violet, Preacher
"Raise Me Up (REPIISE)".....cciieeiiieeiieeiiee e Violet, Preacher
PLOOK AT IVIE” ... Violet
“That's What | Could DO"..........oiiiiiiiiieiiie e Father
MSUIPISE (REPIISE)" .. ettt ettt Violet
“M&M'S (REPIFISE)".c.cciiiiiiieiie et Violet, Bus Driver g,
Ensemble
"Promise Me (REPIISE)”.....coiiueiiiueieiiee ittt Flick, Violet

“Bring Me To Light”....cooveiiieicieeeeee e Full Company



TAKE A LOOK AT OUR
MFA THEeATRE PERFORMANCE CLASS oF 2024!

ANA Marie CALISE ANTHONY BLATTER CAIT SI0BHAN KILEY

CAITLIN FosTER JOEL RODRIGUEZ KYLE SMITH

SARAH SUN PARK SHAYNA GILBERG ZacH MaruLLO

MFA TecH/ DESIGN CLass

AUBREY KESTELL

PauLa Cawvo ZAcH PitcHmAN



IN SPECIAL RECOGNITION OF MARLEEN FORKAS!

THE DEPARTMENT OF THEATRE AND DANCE IS GRATEFUL TO
MARLEEN FORKAS FOR NAMING THE
MARLEEN FORKAS STUDIO ONE THEATRE.

WE THANK OUR AMBASSADORS OF THE ARTS
FOR THEIR SUPPORT AND COMMITMENT TO
EXCELLENCE IN ART AND CULTURE AT
FLORIDA ATLANTIC UNIVERSITY.

PLATINUM AMBASSADORS
MANDELL WEISS CHARITABLE TRUST
LINDA AND JOE SATZ - TRUSTEES

MARGIE AND MAURICE PLOUGH JR.
MARK TRAVERSO AND CONOR WALTON
HoOwARD AND JUDITH WEINER

GOLD AMBASSADORS
LINDA AND JAY ROSENKRANZ

AMBASSADORS
BARBARA C. AND JUNE GELB PHILIP G. ROBINSON
CHARLES M. ACKERMAN
ARLENE HERSON BETH K. SCHWARTZ
ANONYMOUS
MAXINE LEINER FRANCINE AND ART
DIANE AND JOHN SIEGEL
DALSIMER MARILYN LITVAK
MYRNA GORDON
FRANCESCA DANIELS ROBIN S. MAY SKURNICK
Jupy FIsH SANDRA AND BERNIE TERIWOLOFSKY
MEYER

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE AMBASSADOR OF THE ARTS PROGRAM,
CONTACT GAIL VORSAS AT 561-2G7-2337 OR GVORSAS(QFAU.EDU



THEATRELAB

2023

Airld Premiere
May 19-Dac 11

AWorld Premilene
Amyill 2-23

HECKSCHER THEATRES

Sept 17- Okt 9
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CULTURE, ARTS AND MONDAY THE PoLo CLuB

SOCIETY TODAY OF BocA RATON

(ACAS;I-{) P:R.va FEB. 27, 2023 5400 Champion Blvd.
Al et 6-9 PM

Enjoy an evening of fine food, live entertainment with EONC;REES{ Marlo Weirt

o c arta Batmasian arilyn Weinberg
FAU faculty, stgdents, special guests and LIVE POP music Recognized for their extraordinary
to dance the nlght away! 1 achievements in the community
Tickets $200 until Dec. 31, 2022 ($250 after that date). CHAIRPERSONS:
For more information, contact Gail Vorsas at Melanie Cabot

Maurice D. Plough, Jr.
Beth Schwartz

561-297-2337or gvorsas@fau.edu

fauseduleast-party



UPCOMING PRODUCTIONS 2022/23
Purchase tickets at fauevents.com or call 561-297-6124

THE WoOLVES

by Sarah DeLappe

Marleen Forkas Studio One Theatre
Friday, September 30, 7 p.m.
Saturday, Oct. 1, 7 p.m.

Sunday, Oct. 2, 2 p.m.

Friday, Oct. 7, 7 p.m.

Saturday, Oct. 8,2 p.m.

Saturday, Oct. 8, 7 p.m.

Sunday, Oct. 9, 2 p.m.

ooo0o0oo o

VIOLET

by Jeanie Tesori & Brian Crawley
Marleen Forkas Studio One Theatre
Friday Nov. 11, 7 p.m.
Saturday, Nov. 12, 7 p.m.
Sunday, Nov. 13, 2 p.m.
Thursday, Nov. 17, 7 p.m.
Friday, Nov. 18, 7 p.m.
Saturday, Nov. 19, 2 p.m.
Saturday, Nov. 19, 7 p.m.
Sunday, Nov. 20, 2 p.m.

o000 o

NuT/CRACKED

David Parker & The Bang Group and
FAU'’s Repertory Dance Theatre
Ensemble

University Theatre

U Friday, Dec. 9,7 p.m.

O Saturday, Dec. 10, 1 p.m.

O Saturday, Dec. 10,7 p.m.

Box OFFICE

561-297-6124 | www.fauevents.com

Tickets Single Adult: 525

Faculty, Staff, & Alumni - $18
Students with ID - $15;

Groups of 15 or more $19/person

For more information on upcoming
events, call 561-297-6124

PoLARoID STORIES

by Naomi lizuka

Marleen Forkas Studio One Theatre
Friday, Feb. 17,7 p.m.

Saturday, Feb. 18, 7 p.m.

Sunday, Feb. 19, 2 p.m.

Friday, Feb. 24, 7 p.m.

Saturday, Feb. 25,2 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 25, 7 p.m.

Sunday, Feb. 26, 2 p.m.

oo0o0oooo

NEiGHBORHOOD 3: REQuIsITION oF Doom
by Jennifer Haley

Studio Two Theatre

Friday, March 24,7 p.m.
Saturday, March 25, 7 p.m.
Sunday, March 26, 2 p.m.
Thursday, March 30, 7 p.m.
Friday, March 31, 7 p.m.
Saturday, April 1,2 p.m.
Saturday, April 1, 7 p.m.
Sunday, April 2, 2 p.m.

Ooo0o0oo0oooo

SWEAT
by Lynn Nottage

Marleen Forkas Studio One Theatre
Friday, April 14,7 p.m.

Saturday, April 15,7 p.m.

Sunday, April 16, 2 p.m.

Friday, April 21, 7 p.m.

Saturday, April 22,2 p.m.
Saturday, April 22, 7 p.m.

Sunday, April 23,2 p.m.

ooo00oo0ooo

Dances WE DaNce
Spring Showcase

University Theatre

O Friday, April 28, 7 p.m.

O Saturday, April 29 1 p.m.
U Saturday, April 29, 7 p.m.



DOROTHY F. SCHMIDT COLLEGE OF ARTS AND LETTERS
SupPORT THE ARTS, HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES
By making a contribution, you express your commitment to
expanding educational and artistic excellence at FAU

LEVELS OF GIVING

O Director’s Club (510,000)
O Scholar ($5,000)

O Associate ($2,500)

O Patron (51,000)

OTalon (5500)

OFellow ($250)

O Friend ($100)

O Contributor ($35-$99)
DEDICATE A SEAT

51,000 for one
0 $1,800 for a pair

OTHER GIFT DESIGNATION*

Amount $

*Note: A portion or all of your
contribution may be tax-
deductible based on any goods or
services received in exchange for
your contribution according to IRS
regulations.

O My employer has a matching gift
program matchinggifts.com/fau

PAYMENT METHOD

Name

THEATRE LAB INNER CIRCLE

O Season Benefactor (550,000)

O Season Producer ($25,000)

O Executive Producer (510,000)
O Producer ($5,000)

O Associate Producer ($2,500)

O Co-Producer ($1,000)

and the

O Theatre Lab Alliance (575-$999)
AMBASSADOR OF THE ARTS
Unrestricted gifts to the Arts

O Platinum Ambassador ($5,000)
O Gold Ambassador (52,500)

O Ambassador of the Arts ($1,000)

ENDOWMENT OR ESTATE GIFT

To explore establishing an endowment,
estate gift designation or other gift
opportunities, contact Laurie Carney,
Senior Director of Development and
Outreach at 561-297-3606 or

Lcarney @fau.edu

Address

City

E-mail

State Zip

Telephone

O Check

(made payable to the FAU Foundation, Inc./Cultural Arts Prodigy Program)

[ Please contact me for my credit card information

(indicate Phone # above)

MaAiL TO:

Gail Vorsas, Dorothy F. Schmidt College of Arts and Letters

FAU, 777 Glades Road, Boca Raton,

Florida, 33431 gvorsas@fau.edu | 561-297-2337
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