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Jean-Louis Baldet | A Note From the Director

Every other year the Department of Theatre and Dance attempts to select one of Shakespeare’s
works as part of our academic or summer seasons. This year, as we open this production on the day
of our national commemoration of love and those we love, it seems most appropriate to offer our
audiences a special Shakespeare Valentine.

The Two Gentleman of Verona is by all accounts Shakespeare’s first Comedy. It is a youthful tale

of the trials and tribulations of being in love and the havoc love often brings to our lives. This

tale draws its narrative from a Spanish prose romance called “Diana Enamorada” (Diana in love)
which was a well- known story to Elizabethan audiences, as it had been transformed to an English
play by the Queen’s Men Company and performed in London in January of 1585, under the title
“The History of Felix and Philiomena”, which is now lost. It has been determined that “The Two
Gentleman” was first performed by Shakespeare’s company between 1594 and 1595, some ten
years after the first telling of this story on a London stage. The plotlines of the romance and of the
two plays are nearly identical. In structure, content and characters this play is modeled after the
Italian comedies that often toured to London in the Elizabethan Period. As there were no copyright
laws to protect the artist, stealing, co-opting and copying of material was common in this era. To
beg, borrow and steal was a way of life for all of the theatre companies of the Elizabethan Age.

As our company of actors, our text coach and | worked on this production, we became aware

of the amazing foreshadowing in this play of some great moments and relationships, which
Shakespeare would further develop in his later more mature pieces. | would like to share with you
some of our observations. The intensity of language and degree of passion in Valentine’s speeches
compares well to Orsino’s speeches in “Twelfth Night”, as concerning love and the ardor it evokes.
Similarity relationships are also often common in Shakespeare’s works. In the later“Twelfth
Night” the charming interaction between Olivia and Viola, are first seen in“Verona’s” delightful
relationship between Julia and Silvia. In both plays the bonding of these female characters is
beautiful, tenuous, and touching. There is also a very strong similarity between, our heroin, Julia
and both, Viola in“Twelfth Night” and Rosalind in “As You Like It”. All three women dress as young
men in pursuit of their love interest and express similar disillusionment and frustration with love.
It is also fascinating how Proteus, our antagonist, and the villain lago, in the later “Othello”
share common qualities and tactics of betrayal of their closest friend. Our play, to its credit,
has common a Balcony scene with “Romeo and Juliet” except in this play Proteus is rejected
by Silvia rather than winning her love. It is the well-known love scene turned on its head.
These are but a few of the wonderful revelations in relationship and structure that caught our
attention as we worked. So if you are familiar with Shakespeare’s work, watch carefully as this
charming early work foreshadows the brilliance and later maturity of Shakespeare, once he
had completely mastered his craft.

— Jean-Louis Baldet, Director

— Special thanks to Larry Bauman for the generous costume donations. —
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—Cast -
Julia;.beloved SERIOIRUS,..2 = ol 38 e f B e Katy Slaven
Silvia, beloved beloved 0f Valentine................ooveveveevevesrcsesseesessesnesaene Elizabeth Price
Yalentine, 3 gemtBman...c....coiiciiic ittt i s i iimsssssissisassnsss Michael Empson
Protens, S aenteTnam i ot i st ks Connor Hammond*
Duke of Milan: Tathierto SINEL-.......cc.. s sississsissismssismmesiss Scott Wells
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3T NG 4 L s ORI BN 74 07 /. 5 12 Kyle Barrett**
Qi 2 sal i SRR e v s i s Paige Belcher**
DUENE e el il Gttt R st i Austin Morgan*
CTAIADE O, . s st duae i A R A.J. Taylor
— Setting -

Verona; Milan; the frontiers of Mantua
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Master Electrician............. PRI, /s B« <~ Ryl o < Ko WP S5~ S0 0 h Lucas Moss*
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Office Assistant .........cc......... A A S e R A St i Sujotta Raquel*
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~ Upcoming Performances 2014 -

FAU Repertory Dance Theatre Ensemble

Directed by Clarence Brooks, the University's professional dance company
presents works by emerging and established artists. Tickets $20; Faculty,
and alumni $15; Students $12. University Theatre:

Friday, February 28, 7pm

Saturday, March 1, 7pm

Saturday, March 1, 1pm

Rhinoceros by Eugene lonesco

Over the course of three acts, the inhabitants of a small, provincial French
town turn into rhinoceroses where ultimately only one does not succumb.
This play will take you on a journey of philosophy, mass movements, and
morality. Tickets $20; Faculty, staff and alumni $15; Students $12.
Studio One Theatre: April 4 - April 13.

All tickets on sale by phone or online at 800-564-9539 or www.
fauevents.com

~ Studio Two Productions —
Sponsored by Alpha Psi Omega

One Flea Spare by Naomi Wallace
Studio Two Theatre: February 28-March 2

Laughing Stock by Charles Morey
Studio Two Theatre: April 17-April 20

Tickets are free, email FAUStudioTwo@gmail.com



Memberships support areas of greatest need

SUPPORT THE within FAU's School of the Arts, or they may be
S C ho 0O l of the Arts designated to an area of specificinterest to
the donor.

MEMBERSHIP LEVEL
Q President’s Club d Patron (§1,000 - $2,499)

(£10,000 and up) Q Talon ($500 - $999)
Q Scholar &

195,000 - $9,999) Q Fellow ($250 - $499)

[ | iend b

Q sty Friend ($100 - $249)

($2,500 - $4,999) Q Contributor ($35 - $99)

GIFT DESIGNATION

Q Galleries Q Music QO School oftheArts (@ Theatre and Dance
(greatest need)
Q Visual Arts/Art History

Note: A portion or all of your contribution may be tax-deductible based on any goods or
services received in exchange for your contribution (e.g., value of VIP seating) according to
IRS regulations.

O Iwant to waive any tickets for which | am eligible, making my contribution 100%
tax deductible.

O | understand that the value of any tickets for which | am eligible will be deducted
from my contribution making the remainder a tax-deductible donation.
PAYMENT METHOD

Name

Address,

City State Zip

Phone E-mail

QCheck made payable to the FAU Foundation, Inc./Cultural Arts Prodigy Program

OAmerican Express ODiscover ~ QMasterCard QVisa

Credit Card # Exp. Date Security Code
Print name as it appears on card

Signature:

Credit card numbers are destroyed after processing.
The Florida Atlantic University Foundation is a 501(c)3 charitable organization. All gifts are tax deductible.

Mail to: Laurie Carney, Development Officer, Dorothy F. Schmidt College of Arts and Letters, FAU,
777 Glades Road, Boca Raton, FL 33431 | 561-297-3606 | /carey@fau.edu
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