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*************************************************************** 
At the close of the 20th century Giovanni Arrighi and Beverly Silver published their 

influential work, Chaos and Governance in the Modern-World System (1999). Arrighi, 

Silver, and their collaborators employed world historical methodologies to take on crucial 

scholarly controversies about systemic and structural transformations characterizing global 

capitalism at the time, including the rise and spread of market fundamentalism, the 

financialization of capital, and processes of global economic integration and liberalization. 

Were these world systemic changes a sign of US hegemony or hegemonic decline?  Did 

they signify a fundamental structural shift in the balance of power among states? Has 

“globalization” irremediably undermined state power? Has the world economy entered an 

unstoppable “race to the bottom” in conditions of work and life? Was the close of the 20th 

century the autumn of five centuries of Western dominance in the modern world system? 

This conference, “Chaos and Governance the 21st Century,” is designed to provide a unique 

opportunity for scholars interested in revisiting these themes, questions, and propositions 

nearly two decades later, when the geopolitics, global economics, and the fabric of social 

life appear to be more uncertain and future directions more unstable.  

 

 

 

 Participation and 

Submissions: 

  
Please submit 

proposals (1-2 page) by 

October 30th 2015 to 

phough2@fau.edu . 

Please include your 

institutional affiliation and 

contact information.  

 

We welcome paper 

presentation proposals that 

critically engage with four 

core areas of inquiry laid 

out in Chaos and 

Governance:  

(1) Financialization, Geopolitics 

and Global Governance in the 

21st Century 

(2) New Strategies of Capital 

Accumulation, New Modalities 

of Domination  

(3) Anti-Systemic Movements: 

Land, Labor and Environmental 

Struggles 

(4) Hierarchies of Wealth and 

Power: Global Inequality and 

the North-South Divide 

 

* We strongly encourage 

submissions from scholars at all 

career stages and from a range 

of theoretical, methodological 

and disciplinary traditions. 

 
FOR FURTHER 

INFORMATION:  

 
Phillip A. Hough 

FAU Sociology Department 
phough2@fau.edu   

 
Beverly Silver  

JHU Sociology Department and 
Arrighi Center for Global 

Studies 
silver@jhu.edu 

  

 

 

Please visit our webpage for further information about registration and 
local accommodations: http://fauwsr.tumblr.com  
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