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ADDRESSES: Office:     Residence: 
  Florida Atlantic University            11083 Pacifica Street 
  2912 College Avenue   Wellington, Florida, 33467-8339 
  Davie, Florida 33314   (561) 753-1789 
  (954) 236-1131     Cell: (561) 723-9988 
  E-Mail:  derosa@fau.edu  E-Mail: derosa6@adelphia.net 
   
 
 
PERSONAL: Date of Birth: 4/July/55 
  Place of Birth: Fairmont, West Virginia 
  Marital Status: Married / four children 
   
 
EDUCATION:  
 
  Doctor of Philosophy  (1987)  - Political Science 
  University of Houston-University Park Campus, Houston, Texas  77004 
   
  Master of Arts  (1982) - Political Science 
  University of Houston-University Park Campus, Houston, Texas  77004 
   
  Bachelor of Arts  (1978) - Political Science 
  West Virginia University, Morgantown, West Virginia 
  Magna Cum Laude 
 
 
UNIVERSITY AND COLLEGE APPOINTMENTS: 
 
  Florida Atlantic University, 1990 to Present 
  Professor of Political Science, 
  Promoted to Full Professor, Spring 1998 
  Tenured and Promoted to Associate in 1993 
  Chair Appointment, Summer 1999 to Spring 2003 
   
  Assistant Professor-Visiting, Department of Political Science 
  Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
  1988-1990 
 
  Assistant Professor & Chair, Department of Political Science 
  Davis & Elkins College, Elkins, West Virginia 
  1985-1988 
 
  Adjunct Instructor, Division of Social Sciences 
  Houston Community College, Houston Texas 
  1982-1985 
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REFEREED WORKS
 
 
BOOKS: 
 
 The Confederate Constitution of 1861: An Inquiry Into American  
 Constitutionalism   (University of Missouri Press, November 1991)  
 
 The Ninth Amendment and the Politics of Creative Jurisprudence:  Disparaging the 
 Fundamental Right to Popular Control  (Transaction Publishers-Rutgers University; 
 1996) 
 
 The Politics of Dissolution and the Rhetorical Quest For A National Identity  (Transaction 
 Publishers, publication date is October 1997 [edited collection of U.S. Senate 
 antebellum speeches, including preface and index]) 
 

Book editor:  An Introduction to the Philosophy of Law, (Transaction Publishers,  Rutgers 
University, 1998) 

 
 
BOOK CHAPTERS: 
 
 "The American Rule of Law and Secession: Juridical Ties that Bind and Divide," in The 
 Homogeneity of Democracy, Peter Bussjager and Anna Gamper, editors. (Institute for 
 Federalism, Innsbruck, Austria, 2003). 
 
 

“M.E. Bradford’s Constitutional Theory: A Southern Reactionary’s Affirmation of the Rule 
of Law,” in A Defender of Southern Conservatism: M.E. Bradford and His Achievements, 
Clyde N. Wilson, ed. (University of Missouri Press, 1999), 92-129. 
 
“Supreme Court as Accomplice: Judicial Backing for a Despotic Presidency,” in 
Reassessing The Presidency, John V. Denson, ed. (Auburn, AL: The Ludwig von Mises 
Institute, 2001), 105-136. 

 
 
WORKS IN PROGRESS: 
 

Book in progress:  The Confederacy and The American Rule of Law: Lessons For The 
Emerging World Order (tentative publication date is Summer 2005) 

     
 “President Franklin Pierce and the American Rule of Law,” chapter preparation for book 
 about the Pierce presidency. 
 
 
JOURNAL ARTICLES: 
 
 “Thoughts on Power,” Humanitas, vol. xv, no. 1, 2002, pp. 86-89. 
 

“The Rule of Law v. The Misrule of Ideology: The Confederacy and Constitutional 
Interpretation,” Texas Law Review, vol. 77, no. 3, February 1999, pp. 789-806. 

 
 "The Relevance of M.E. Bradford's Constitutional Theory: Affirmation of Original  
 Intent", The Political Science Reviewer 1995, vol. xxiv, 354-398. 
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National Article - "The Second Amendment and American Federalism:  A View from the 
States", Perspectives On Political Science, vol. 22, no. 2, Spring 1993. [See Perspectives 
on Political Science, Winter, 1994, vol. 23, no. 1, p. 63, for correspondence regarding this 
article and my response.] 

  
 Contributor to Encyclopedia Of The American Presidency, Leonard W. Levy and   
 Louis Fisher, eds., (New York: Simon and Schuster, Fall 1993). 
 
 
 
BOOK REVIEWS: 
 
The Tenth Amendment and State Sovereignty: Constitutional History and Contemporary Issues, 
Mark R. Killenbeck, ed. (Lanham, Maryland: Roman & Littlefield and Berkeley Public Policy 
Press, 2001), The University Bookman: A Quarterly Review of Books (vol. 43, 2003), 19-23. 
 
Our Secret Constitution: How Lincoln Redefined American Democracy, by George P. Fletcher 
(New York: Oxford University Press, 2001), The Independent Review: A Journal of Political 
Economy (vol. Viii, no. 1, Summer 2003), 129-132. 
 
Calhoun And Popular Rule: The Political Theory of the Disquisition and Discourse, by H. Lee 
Cheek (University of Missouri Press, 2001), The University Bookman: A Quarterly Review Of 
Books (vol. 42, no. 3, 2002), 25-29. 
 
States' rights and the Union: Imperium in Imperio, 1776-1876, by Forrest McDonald. (The 
University of Kansas Press, 2000), Publius: The Journal of American Federalism, 31:4 (Fall 
2001), 135-139. 
 
The Supreme Court’s Retreat from Reconstruction: A Distortion of Constitutional Jurisprudence, 
by Frank J. Scaturro (Greenwood Press, 2000), Publius: The Journal of American Federalism, 
31:2 (Spring 2001), 101-104. 
 
Presidential Republic:  Executive Representation and Deliberative Democracy, by Gary Gregg, 
(Rowan & Littlefield), University Bookman, vol. 38, no. 2, Summer 1998. 
 
What Are Freedoms For?, by John H. Garvey (Harvard University Press), Perspectives on 
Political Science, Fall 1997, vol. 26, no. 4, p. 242. 
 
Liberty, Property, and Privacy:  Toward a Jurisprudence of Substantive Due Process, by Edward 
Keynes (Penn State University Press), Journal of Politics, vol. 59, no. 1,  February 1997, 274-
275. 
 
Magazine Article:  “Human Rights and Self-Government”, Chronicles:  A Magazine of American 
Culture,  August 1996, pp. 20-23. 
 
The Southern Tradition:  The Achievement and Limitations of an American Conservatism, by 
Eugene Genovese (Harvard University Press), Perspectives on Political Science, Fall 1995, vol. 
24, no. 4, p. 248. 
 
The Southern Front:  History and Politics in the Culture War , by Eugene Genovese (University of 
Missouri Press) Chronicles, November 1995, pp. 32-34. 
 
Rethinking Constitutional Law and The Supreme Court & Constitutional Theory, 1953- 1993, 
by Earl Maltz (University Press of Kansas) and The Supreme Court and  Constitutional Theory, 
by Ronald Kahn (University Press of Kansas), Perspectives on Political Science, vol. 24, no. 3, 
163-164. 
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Shaping Modern Liberalism: Herbert Croly And Progressive Thought, Perspectives on Political 
Science, Spring 1994. 
           
George Washington and American Constitutionalism, American Review of Politics, Autumn 1993, 
p. 458-460. 
           
A Politics of Tension:  The Articles of Confederation and American Political Ideas, Journal of 
Politics, Vol. 55, no. 3, August 1993, p. 828-831. 
 
The Limits of Judicial Power: The Supreme Court in American Politics, The Journal of Politics, 
Vol. 52, no. 1, February 1990.  pp. 287-291.  
 
Reviewer for Publius:  The Journal Of American Federalism and 
         State and Local Government Review 
 
Book Reviewer for Roxbury Publishing Company, Los Angeles, CA. 
 
 
PROFESSIONAL PRESENTATIONS AND ACTIVITIES: 
 

McConnell Center on Leadership, University of Louisville. “Leadership and the 
US Constitution.” Invited presentation to undergraduate McConnell Scholars; 
 February 7 and 8, 2005. 

 
Liberty Fund Colloquium: "Union, Disunion, and Liberty"; May 27-May 30, 
2004; Marriot Plaza San Antonio, San Antonio, Texas. Invited Participant. 

 
"Subsidiarity versus Federalism: The Incorporation of International Standards 
Into the American Rule of Law", Ludwig von Mises Institute's Austrian Scholars 
Conference, March 18-20, 2004,Auburn, Alabama. 

 
 
 The Philosopher's Index [document number 715154]; abstract entry, March 2004, for 
 Humanitas article "Debate On Power". 
 
 Abbeville Institute Seminar: "Southern Identity and the New England Origins of American 
 Nationalism": Funded by the Watson-Brown Foundation, Hickory Hill, Thomson, 
 Georgia; February 5-8, 2004; invited participant. 
 
 “The Rule of Law and Confederate Models,“ The Abbeville Institute, Seabrook Island, 
 SC, July 24, 2003; invited participant. 
 
 “The Rule of Law ,“ The Philadelphia Society’s 39th National Meeting 
 April 25-27, 2003, Sheraton New Orleans, New Orleans, LA ; by invitation. 
 
 Institute for Federalism, University of Innsbruck, Innsbruck, Austria: Paper presentation, 
 “American Rule of Law and Secession: Juridical Ties that Bind and Divide,” for the 
 International Association of Centers for Federal Studies’ Conference; November 13-17, 
 2002. 
 
 Academic and Program Assessment Workshop, Florida Atlantic University, September 
 3, 2002. 
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 The Philadelphia Society's Regional Meeting, Hotel Monteleone, New Orleans, LA, 
 September 21-22, 2001; “Federalism and Subsidiarity in the Modern World,” invited 
 participant. 
 

Liberty Fund Colloquium, “The Political Philosophy of Francis Graham Wilson”; 
Savannah, Georgia, November 30 to December 3, 2001; invited participant. 

 
Institute for Academic Leadership, The Florida State University Workshop for 
Chairpersons. Palm Coast Resort, Palm Coast Florida, June 10-13, 2001. 

 
University Provost’s Leadership Workshop for Academic Department Chairs, Florida 
Atlantic University, December 7, 2000. 

 
American Political Science Association, Washington, DC / September 3, 2000; paper 
presentation, “Competing Models of Intergovernmental Relations: Devolution or States’ 
Rights.” 

 
University Provost’s Leadership Workshop for Academic Department Chairs, Florida 
Atlantic University; August 15, 2000 

 
University Provost’s Leadership Workshop for Academic Department Chairs, Florida 
Atlantic University; April 11, 2000 

 
Institutional Effectiveness Workshop. “Implementing Institutional Effectiveness in 
Educational Programs to Meet SACS’ (Southern Association of Colleges and Schools) 
Accreditation Requirements. Florida Atlantic University, April 3-4, 2000. 

 
Austrian Scholars Conference of the Ludwig Von Mises Institute, Auburn University. 
Panel organizer and presenter. “Liberty and Union: Case Law Precedents Sub Silentio.” 
Auburn University, March 24-25, 2000. 

 
Institute For Academic Leadership, The Florida State University Workshop for 
Chairpersons. The Mission Inn, Howey-in-the-Hills, Florida, October 10-13, 1999 

 
Intercollegiate Studies Institute Lecture, The Carolina Inn, UNC, Chapel Hill, North 
Carolina, October 9, 1999. Title: “The American Rule of Law: Shadows Casting 
Shadows”. 

 
Liberty Fund Colloquium, “Freedom, Federalism, and the Virginia and Kentucky 
Resolutions of 1798”; Charlottesville, Virginia, March 25-27, 1999; invited participant. 

 
 Ludwig Von Mises Institute’s REASSESSING THE AMERICAN PRESIDENCY,   
 Callaway Gardens Inn, Pine Mountain Georgia, October 16-17, 1998; invited   
 paper presentation, “The Supreme Court as Accomplice: Judicial Backing for   
 Executive Power”. 
 
 American Political Science Association, Boston, MA / September 4, 1998; paper   
 presentation: “American Jurisprudence and the Demise of Community Self-  
 Determination”. 
 

Intercollegiate Studies Institute’s Summit on Western Civilization, May 30-June 7, 1998. 
Debate Dr. Larry Arnn, President, Claremont Institute. Title: TheDeclaration of 
Independence and the American Political Tradition, in the Wren Building, College of 
William & Mary. 

 
Liberty Fund Colloquium, “Fundamental Documents of American Liberty”; February 19-
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22, 1998, Louisville, Kentucky; invited participant. 
 
 Intercollegiate Studies Institute’s Summit on Western Civilization, Snoqualmie,   
 Washington, August 4-9, 1997.  Invited paper presentation:  “Teleocratic and   
 Nomocratic Constitutional Models:  Tensions for the 21st Century.”   
 
 University of London-Institute of United States Studies, London, England, July   
 14-18, 1997.  Invited paper presentation for The Enduring Significance of   
 the Civil War Conference.   Presentation:  “The Antebellum South and the Defense  
 of Liberty”. 
 
 Southwest Political Science Association, New Orleans, Louisiana, March 1997. 
 “Behind the Venerable Line:  Missouri v. Jenkins and the Need for a Juridical   
 Higher Criticism”.   
 
 Liberty Fund Colloquium:  “Liberty in American State Constitutions”-San   
 Antonio, Texas, November 14-16, 1996.  Invited participant with honorarium. 

 
 American Political Science Association, San Francisco, CA / September, 1996. 
 Paper presentation:  “Juridical Hermeneutics:  The Juxtaposition of Nomocratic   
 and Teleocratic Principles”. 
 
 Southwest Political Science Association, 1996 Annual Meeting, Houston, Texas. 
 Paper presentation:  “The Quest for a National Identity:  Human Rights and the   
 Rule of Law for the 21st Century”;  Discussant:  “Topics In American Political   
 Thought”;  Chair:  “Evaluating Judicial Decision-Making”. 
 

Liberty Fund Colloquium:  "M.E. Bradford and the American Tradition of  Liberty."  
February 29 through March 3, 1996, Columbia, South Carolina. Invited Participant. 
Austrian Scholars Conference, Auburn University, January 26-28, 1996. Session 
Organizer and Presenter:  "The 21st Century and the Rule of Law". 

 
 St. George Tucker Society's 1995 Annual Conference; June 15, 16 & 17, 1995, 
 Emory University, Atlanta, Georgia.  Invited participant:  Panel Discussant:    
 “Richard Weaver and the Southern Political Tradition”. 

 
Liberty Fund Colloquium: "Liberty and American Constitutionalism"- 

 Staunton Hill, Virginia, April 20-23, 1995.  Invited participant. 
           
 Fifth Annual Salvatori Leadership Conference for Academic Excellence, The   
 Heritage Foundation, Washington DC, March 10-11, 1995.  Invited participant.  
         
 Conference on Multiculturalism In Florida's Universities.  Dr. Thomas Dye,   
 organizer.  University of Florida, March 23-24, 1995.  Invited participant. 
 

The Philadelphia Society's Southern Regional Meeting, Charleston, SC, October 1994.  
Invited presentation:  “M.E. Bradford and the Nomocratic Constitution” 

 Southwest Political Science Association, San Antonio, TX, 1994 Paper    
 Presentation:  “Taking Rights Too Seriously:  Dworkin’s Theory of Rights”. 
          
 American Political Science Association, Washington DC / August 1993. 
 Panel Discussant and Paper presentation:  “The Theoretical Underpinnings of   
 Selective Incorporation:  The Jurisprudence of Fundamental Rights in America”. 
 
 Judicial Politics and Public Law Section Chair:  Southwest Political Science   
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 Association, New Orleans, LA, March 1993. 
          
 Southwest Political Science Association, New Orleans, LA / March 1993. 
 Two paper presentations:  “Roscoe Pound:  A Strategist for Creative    
 Jurisprudence”; and “The Legal Dynamics of Disaster Relief:  A Case Study of   
 South Florida in the Aftermath of Hurricane Andrew”. 
 
 American Political Science Association, Chicago, Illinois / September 1992. 
 Paper presentation:  “The Louisiana Supreme Court and the U.S. Court of Appeals  
 for the Fifth Circuit”. 
   
 Southwest Political Science Association, Austin, Texas / March 1992. 
 Paper presentation:  “The Ninth Amendment and the Rights Dilemma:  The States’  
 Prerogative Paradigm”.  
 
 Southern Political Science Association, Tampa, Florida / November 1991 
 Panel Chair:  “State Courts:  Public Perceptions and Judicial  Behavior”.    
 Roundtable Discussant.  Roundtable Discussant:  “Designing Multi-disciplinary   
 Models for Transformational Leadership”.    
 
 American Political Science Association, Washington, DC / August 1991. 
 Paper Presentation:  “National Natural Rights and the Decline of American   
 Federalism:  The Emergent Jurisprudence of the Ninth Amendment”. 
            
 Southwest Political Science Association, San Antonio, Texas / March 1991. 
 Paper presentation:  “Ninth Amendment Jurisprudence:  A Problematical   
 Evolution of a Natural Rights Constitutional Framework”.    
         
 Southwest Political Science Association, Fort Worth, Texas / March 1990.  
 Paper presentation:  “Constitutional Constraints and National Gun Control   
 Policies:  A View From The States”. 
          
 American Political Science Association, Atlanta, Georgia / September 1989 
 Roundtable Discussion   
            
 Southwest Political Science Association, Little Rock, Arkansas / March 1989 
 Panel Discussant:  “The Bill of Rights at the Bicentennial”. 
   
 Southwest Political  Science Association, Houston, Texas / March 1988 
 Paper presentation:  “The Concurrent Majority as a Constitutional Principle”. 
  

West Virginia Political Science Association, Martinsburg, West Virginia / October 1987.  
Paper presentation:  “Whig Constitutional Theory”. 

   
 Southwest Political  Science Association, Dallas Texas / March 1987 
 Paper presentation:  “Checks and Balances:  Constitutional Formulas”. 
 
 
PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS: 
     
  American Political Science Association 
  National Association of Scholars 
  Florida Association of Scholars 
  The Heritage Foundation 
  National Humanities Institute 
  The Philadelphia Society 
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  Intercollegiate Studies Institute 
  The Federalist Society 
 
 
TEACHING EXPERIENCE: 
 
  Constitutional Law and Policymaking 
  International Law 
  Judicial Process 
  Law & Society 
  Senior Seminar 
  American Political Theory 
  Classical Political Theory 
  Political Science Senior Seminar 
  American Government and Politics 
  Issues in American Politics 
  American Presidency 
  U.S. Congress 
  Political Parties 
   
 
 
 
 
Other Professional/Teaching Related Activities: 
 
 
  NEH We The People Grant; initiating an application. 
 
  Acting Director of Liberal Studies (Interdisciplinary Program) 2000-2003 
 
  Chair of Social Sciences, FAU, July 1999 to June 2003. 
 
  President of the Florida Association of Scholars, 1998-2001. 
 
  Teacher Education Alliance:  Social Science Instruction, 1995-1996 
   
  Lifelong Learning Society:  Fall and Spring courses 1996-2001 
 
  Acting-Coordinator/Chair of Social Sciences (intermittent from 1990-1997) 
 
  Adjunct instructor for Broward Community College, 1999-2003, and Houston  
  Community College, 1981-1985 
 
  Graduate Faculty, Louisiana State University 1987-1990 and FAU. 
            
  Campus Pre-Law Advisor, FAU, LSU, and Davis & Elkins College, 1985-present 
   
  Campus Representative, American University Washington Semester Program 
  Davis & Elkins College (1985-88) & Florida Atlantic University (since 6/92)  
 
  Organized College of Liberal Arts, FAU, initial honors program 
 
  FAU Faculty Representative for The Harry S. Truman Scholarship Foundation,  
  1995-2000 
 

8 



 

  Campus Representative for the West Virginia Legislature Internship Program 
  Davis & Elkins College, 1985 - 1988    
 
  Social Science and History Division Chair, Davis & Elkins College 
 
  Research and Teaching Assistant, Department of Political Science 
  University of Houston-University Park Campus, 1979 - 1985  
 
 
 
  
COMMITTEE SERVICE RECORD: 
 
  1999-2003 (Fall - present) 
 
  Dean's Advisory Council 
  Washington Semester Program 
  Pre-Law Advisor 
  Florida Institute Of Government 
  Center for Policy Studies 
  Presidential Task Force on Academic Freedom 
  Faculty Search Committees 
  Tenure and Promotion Committees 
 
 
 
 
  1997-1999 (Fall/Spring)
   
  Political Science Search Committee 
  The Harry S. Truman Scholarship Foundation-Chair 
  Washington Semester Program-Chair 
  CLA Pre-Law Association-Faculty Advisor 
  Presidential Task Force on FAU Football 
 
   
 
 
  1996-1997 (Fall/Spring)
 
  Washington Semester Program-FAU Faculty Representative 
  The Harry S. Truman Scholarship Foundation-Chair 
  United Way CLA Faculty Representative 
  Political Science Search Committee 
  Political Science resource person:  student advising/adjunct instructors 
  CLA Pre-Law Association Faculty Advisor 
  Co-Sponsor with Dr. Dye (FSU) for Florida Association of Scholars lecture 
  VP Search Committee 
  Tenure and Promotion Committees 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  1995-1996 (Fall/Spring)
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  Academic Petitions and Grievance Committee-CLA representative 
  Washington Semester Program-FAU Faculty Representative 
  CLA Pre-Law Association Faculty Advisor 
  CLA Political Science resource person:  student advising/adjunct instructors 
  Political Science Search Committee-Chair 
  Dean Search Committee 
  Tenure and Promotion Committees 
  The Harry S. Truman Scholarship Foundation 
  Co-Sponsor with Dr. Dye (FSU) for Florida Association of Scholars lecture 
  Florida primary election analyst for WPBF, channel 25, ABC affiliate 
  Political Science Program Development 
   
 
 
 
  1994-1995 (Fall/Spring)
  
  Washington Semester Program-FAU Faculty Representative 
  Academic Freedom and Due Process Committee 
  College of Liberal Arts Promotion and Tenure  
  CLA Dean Search Committee 
  Political Science Search Committee-Chair 
  CLA Political Science resource person:  student advising/adjunct instructors 
  University Vice President Search Committee 
  The Harry S. Truman Scholarship Foundation Committee-Chair 
  CLA Promotion and Tenure Committee 
  CLA Teaching Incentive Program Selection Committee 
  CLA Political Science Program Development 
 
  1993-1994 (Fall/Spring)
 
  Washington Semester Program-FAU Faculty Representative 
  CLA faculty representative to Broward County Social Science Dept. 
  The Harry S. Truman Scholarship Foundation-Chair 
  Academic Freedom and Due Process Committee    
  CLA Honors Program Committee-Chair 
  CLA Political Science resource person:  student advising/adjunct instructors 
  CLA Tenure and Promotion Committee 
  University Sponsored Research Committee 
  FAU Teaching Incentive Program Guidelines Committee 
  CLA Exploratory Committee for a Dept. of Government and International Affairs 
 

  1990-1993

 
  Presidential Task Force on an FAU Honors Program 
  Chair, College of Liberal Arts Honors Committee 
  University Honors Committee       
  University Sponsored Research Committee  
  University Press Board Committee     
  Faculty and Administrative Search Committees 
  Sponsored Research Committee 
  CLA Political Science Program Development 
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ACADEMIC AWARDS:  
 
   - Writing Across the Curriculum Grant, summer 2004. 
   - Politics & International Affairs Society (FAU) Distinguished Professor  
      Award, 2001-2002 
   - Phi Alpha Delta (FAU Chapter) Faculty Advisor Award, 2001-2002 
   -The Heritage Foundation's Salvatori Fellowship, 1994 to present  
   -FAU Teaching Incentive Program Award 
   -1992 Florida Atlantic University's Excellence in Teaching Award 
   -FAU Foundation Research Grant / 1992 
   -Mellon Foundation Faculty Development Award, Davis & Elkins   
   College, 1987 & 1988 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
REFERENCES: 
 
Dr. Charles White, Florida Atlantic University, cwhite@fau.edu; 954-236-1109 
Dr. Joyanne Stephens, Florida Atlantic University, jsteph@fau.edu; 954-236-1285 
Dr. Rupert Rhodd, Florida Atlantic University, rhodd@fau.edu; 954-236-1296 
Dr. Clifford McCue, Florida Atlantic University, cmcue@fau.edu, 954-236-1352 
Dr. Eric Prier, Florida Atlantic University, eprier@fau.edu, 954-236-1340 
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