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We were in the intelligence reconnaissance section of our unit and we 
went right to Buchenwald. And that was the day that I was to discover 
what had really been going on in Europe under the Nazis because I 
walked through the gates and I saw walking dead people. 

And just looking at these people who were skin and bone and dressed in 
those pajama-type uniforms, their heads clean shaved, and filled with 
sores through the malnutrition. I just looked at this in amazement and I 
said to myself, you know, “My God, who are these people? What was 
their crime?” You know? 

It’s hard for me to try to understand why anyone could have been 
treated this way. I don’t care what they had done. And I didn’t have any 
way of thinking or putting a handle on it, no frame of reference. I was 
only 20. Had I been told, I doubt if I could have had, in my mind’s eye, 
envisioned anything as horrible as what I saw.

Sergeant Leon Bass
183rd Combat Engineer Battalion





Sergeant William A. Scott III
183rd Combat Engineer Battalion

We drove in and I said, “Gosh, it’s not as bad as they say. 
It looks just like a regular prison.”

And we drove around, around some buildings, and then I 
saw all of these people milling around and they were in 
terrible shape. And then it was there—like that I realized 
it was as bad as—in fact, I ended up saying it was worse. 
And I said, “There’s no way you can describe it.”

And I took a few photographs outside, and we were told 
by some of the survivors that over 30,000 had been 
killed in a two-week period, and that the Germans were 
trying to kill all of them before we got there.



Leon Bass
January 23, 1925 – March 28, 2015

William Alexander Scott III
January 15, 1923 – March 11, 1992

Timed photo by William A. Scott with Leon Bass during 
basic training at Camp McCain, Grenada, Mississippi, 
spring of 1944, with the 183rd Engineer Combat Battalion 
of the VIII Corps of General George S. Patton’s Third Army. 
Credit: Courtesy of M. Alexis Scott.
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