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Launching a State
Federation of Teachers

URING THE THANKSGIVING holidays an event

occurred which will have an important bearing on the
history of teacher unionization in New York State. This
event was a state-wide
conference of Teacher
Union delegates, which
was called for the pur-
pose of furthering the
progress of teacher organ-
ization in New York and
northern New Jersey. The
1936 convention of the
American Federation of
Teachers had divided the
country into twelve or-
ganizing  districts. Mr.
Hendley, as vice-president
in charge of New York
State and northern New
Jersey, aided by an up-
state organizing commit-
tee, called this conference
to consider the problems

facing teachers in our district.

The conference was an inspiring event. The number of
delegates who responded to Mr. Hendley's call—thirty six
—was far beyond our expectations. The meetings were con-
ducted with excellent dispatch, and discussion was always
spirited and constructive. Most remarkable of all were the
reports of victories of many comparatively small locals up-
state in their local campaigns, and the enthusiasm which the
delegates evinced for the forthcoming organizational cam-
paign in the local regional district.

The conference began with the reports from delegates.
The locals represented were: Buffalo, East Hudson, Dut-
chess County (Vassar College), Brookwood Labor College,
New Rochelle, the three New York City locals, the Trenton
local of New Jersey, and a group of about twenty teachers
from four other communities. The Buffalo delegates told of
their union’s growth, within a short period, from 15 to I'Sf):
they described also their campaign to bring union activmf:s
into the schools, and their progressively increasing gain in
prestige at the expense of the local company union. Reports
from other smaller locals indicated also an encouraging
growth in membership and teacher interest. The report of
Mzr. Larabee, president of the Trenton local, was ou.tstand—
ing as an example of successful union activity, for in t?lat
city a campaign of the Teachers Union prevented the closing
of the night schools and the passage of legislation that would
have threatened teachers’ tenure rights.

Mr. Hendley's talk pointed toward the future. He em-
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phasized particularly the need for a State Federation of
Teachers, the potential power of such an organization in
promoting both legislation and the growth of teacher organ-
ization. Dr. Bella Dodd’s report was in line with Mr.
Hendley’s suggestions. She called for a joint legislative con-
ference to consist of the legislative representatives of all
locals and other interested groups in the regional district.
This conference, which will be held during the Christmas
holidays, will formulate a concrete legislative program cen-
tering around such issues as tenure, federal aid to schools,
salary restoration, pensions, rights of married teachers, and
other issues of interest to all teachers in New York and
New Jersey. Dr. Dodd finally emphasized the need of “piti-
less publicity” to expose the stand of legislators on teacher
issues; also the need for constant and unending contact with
legislators through delegations and visits.

The results of this conference may be summarized as fol-
lows:

1. Plans have been set afoot to form a State Federation of
Teachers, The value of such an organized group backing
teachers’ interests is quite apparent.

2. A legislative conference has been called for the Christ-
mas holidays.

3. It was determined to hold the first state-wide conven-
tion of union teachers during the Easter vacation. This con-
vention will be preceded by a lecture tour throughout the
state designed to accelerate the progress of teacher organ-
ization.

4. Definite plans were made for the formation of many
new locals in New Jersey and New York.

The delegates who attended the conference during the
Thanksgiving holidays felt that with the intensification of
the organizational campaign and the progress toward unified
state-wide action culminating in the formation of a State
Federation of Teachers, hopes for future success in the
defence of teachers' interests are bright indeed.

Bitter Fruit

Southern trees bear a strange fruit,
(Blood on the leaves and blood at the root,)
Black body swinging in the southern breeze,
Strange fruit hanging from the poplar trees.

Pastoral scene of the gallant South

(The bulging eyes and the twisted mouth,)
Scent of magnolia, sweet and fresh,

(And the sudden smell of burning flesh.)

Here is a fruit for the crows to pluck,

For the rain to gather, for the wind to suck,
For the sun to rot, for a tree to drop,

Here is a strange and bitter crop.

ABeL MEEROPOL

https://youtu.be/Web007rzSOI

Play just until 1 minute in...

"Bitter Fruit”
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Reconnaissance

Sergeant Leon Bass
183rd Combat Engineer Battalion

Leon Bass was born in Philadelphia and served in the US Third Army
in a segregated unit of African American soldiers. He was 20 years old
when he entered the Buchenwald concentration camp days after its
liberation. William A. Scott Ill also served in his unit.

Photo: Liberated prisoners with American soldiers, Buchenwald
concentration camp, Germany, April 1945.
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Sergeant Leon Bass
1837 Combat Engineer Battalion

We were in the intelligence reconnaissance section of our unit and we
went right to Buchenwald. And that was the day that | was to discover
what had really been going on in Europe under the Nazis because |
walked through the gates and | saw walking dead people.

And just looking at these people who were skin and bone and dressed in
those pajama-type uniforms, their heads clean shaved, and filled with
sores through the malnutrition. | just looked at this in amazement and |
said to myself, you know, “My God, who are these people? What was
their crime?” You know?

It’s hard for me to try to understand why anyone could have been
treated this way. | don’t care what they had done. And | didn’t have any
way of thinking or putting a handle on it, no frame of reference. | was
only 20. Had | been told, | doubt if | could have had, in my mind’s eye,
envisioned anything as horrible as what | saw.



Unit Photographer

Sergeant William A. Scott IlI
183rd Combat Engineer Battalion

William A. Scott IIl was drafted into the US Army in
1943 while attending Morehouse College. He joined
the 183rd Combat Engineer Battalion, which was

a segregated unit of African American soldiers. When
he arrived with the second wave of Americans to
reach the Buchenwald concentration camp, Scott was
tasked with documenting what they saw.

Photo: Bodies of prisoners piled up near the crematorium,
Buchenwald concentration camp, Germany, April 1945.
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Sergeant William A. Scott Il
183rd Combat Engineer Battalion
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We drove in and | said, “Gosh, it’s not as bad as they say.
It looks just like a regular prison.”

And we drove around, around some buildings, and then |
saw all of these people milling around and they were in
terrible shape. And then it was there—like that | realized
it was as bad as—in fact, | ended up saying it was worse.
And | said, “There’s no way you can describe it.”

And | took a few photographs outside, and we were told
by some of the survivors that over 30,000 had been
killed in a two-week period, and that the Germans were
trying to kill all of them before we got there.



Leon Bass
January 23, 1925 — March 28, 2015

Timed photo by William A. Scott with Leon Bass during
basic training at Camp McCain, Grenada, Mississippi,
spring of 1944, with the 183rd Engineer Combat Battalion

of the VIII Corps of General George S. Patton’s Third Army.
Credit: Courtesy of M. Alexis Scott.

William Alexander Scott IlI
January 15, 1923 — March 11, 1992



American Withesses Poster Set

https://www.ushmm.org/teach/poster-sets/american-witnesses



https://www.ushmm.org/teach/poster-sets/american-witnesses

