Black Americans and
The Nazi Olympics

Introduction to Jim Crow and Nazi Racial Antisemitism



ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS

What was Jim Crow?

How did life in Jim Crow America inform debates about whether
athletes should participate in the 1936 Olympics in Nazi Germany?

Did Olympic achievement of Black American athletes in the Nazi
Olympics translate into better lives for those athletes in the United
States?

https://www.ushmm.org/m/pdfs/USHMM-Black-Americans-and-the-Nazi-Olympics.pdf
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Jim Crow Laws

Education * Juvenile Delinquents
Burial * Mental Hospitals
Amateur Baseball * Barbers

Railroads * Parks

Restaurants * Wine and Beer

Pool and Billiard Rooms ¢ Reform Schools

Toilet Facilities * Circus Tickets
Intermarriage * Housing
Cohabitation * The Blind
Education * Hospital Entrances

List compiled by the National Park Service, Martin Luther King Jr National Historic Site
http://www.nps.gov/malu/forteachers/jim_crow_laws.htm

* Prisons

* Textbooks

* Libraries

* Militia

 Fishing, Boating, Bathing
* Mining

* Telephone Booths

* Lunch Counters

e Child Custody

 Theaters



In America in the 1930s...

Lawrence Beitler/Bettmann/Corbis
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AMERICANS AND THE
HOLOCAUST

On his first day as president, Franklin D. Roosevelt told Americans: “The only thing we
have to fear is fear itself.”

In the fourth year of the Great Depression, 25 percent of US workers were unemployed.
Public facilities, churches, and schools were racially segregated.

The United States continued to limit immigration, especially by people of “undesirable”
national origin, including eastern European Jews.






What did Americans know about what was
happening in Germany in 19337

The Petoskey Evening News (Petoskey, Michigan), May 11, 1933.

BERLINSEAODLS
DURN 0LD BODKS

'ONLY THOSE FAVYORABLE
TO NAZI REGIME WILL
! NOW BE USED

!Ail Oupposition to Hitler
Scrious  Jolts,

Arrested. Papers Seized

Given

Socialists

Berling, May 11,— (U —Ten
thousand singing and . shouting
l%LutlonLH nirched around a blazing
{hon fire in. Qpera Square until the
tearly hours of today, jubliant at
destroying  bouvks  representing
ideas and doctrines considered hos-
tile to Nazi Germany.  Some 20,-
000 hooks were consigned to the
Hlames, :

The Patriot (H'urlsburl_, Penns\ 1\1111'1) March 25, 1933.

—

NAZIS HOLD 10,000
FOESASPRISONERS

Prepare Concentration Camps
in Prussia and Wurtemberg
—Jewish Union Labels Al-

leged Atrocities ‘Inventions’

Copyright. 1983 by Unlversal Service

Berlin, March 24. — Concentra-
tion camps for 10,000 political
prisoners are being prepared, Ger-
man newspapers stated today.

To one of the camps near
Munich, which has a capacity for
6000, about 1500 prisoners are now

ready to be sent. The camp is
on the former military drill

| grounds at Heuberg, Wuertemberr.

The Daily Illini (Champaign-Urbana, Illinois), March 28, 1933.

Nazi Party Announces Plan
To Boycott ]ewtsh Business

In Reply o F orezgn Threais |

! 'BERLIN,. Mar. - 27. — (& — Adolf
Hitlér's Nazi party answered forkign
threats of boycotts against German
goods today by announcing.a move-
ment to hdycott ‘Jewish business es-
tablishments "within the Reich.

The ,purpose of ‘this movement svill
he to retaliate against foreigners who
have :made protests based on -alle-
gations of antl-Semmc outrages in
Germany.

PN



DOCS |~

The online tool for teaching with documents, from the National Archives ":,‘:ém’:,;g

Analyze a Written Document

May 13, 1934,

Meet the document.

. %28 -
Mr. Frenklin Delano Roosevelt , Tepe (check all that apply):
President of the United States. < J Lewer - Speech - Pacent - Telegram - Conrt document

X _ll:l'arr. A Mewspaper | Advertement ) Press Roease ) Memorandum

Mre Presidents | Email ! Idenification de<ument I Presifencial document

This day has been set aside as Mothers' Therefore, we come to you " Ewﬂw document - Crher
as mothers, suffering the greatest pain, because our innocent sons are made Dresicribe it as if you wene explaining o somenne whao can'T see ic
to endure the most terrible tortures., Though guilty of no crime, the State Thrk g I 8 Randenzn o b’ it al Gyt ome pemas e e somt o adher marea Wi i do o e on P
of Alabeme holds them in dark and terrible cells and tortures them, THe
electric chair stares them in the face each new day,

It is now three years since our sons have been forcibly separeted from use
Our boys were framed on a terrible charge of which they are innocent, We know Obiarve F"'“
that Judge Horton in granting a new trial to Haywood Patterson said that the - its
evidence is in favor of the boys. Yet, the rulers of Alabems keep them lodcked ‘Whis wrone ie?
in darc dungeocns., What can be the reasons for such a crime against our hoys,
when they have been proven innocent? Who nead) el ic?

It is the prejudice and oppression against the Negro people, We know that
Negroes were not allowed to sit on the jury, which gave the death sentence to ‘When is ic fromd
our innocent boys.

‘Where i it fram?

Mr, President, we ask you to act in behalf of our sons, We ask thet you,
as the chief executive of this country, as one who is suppesed to take an
interest in the welfare of the people of this country, and to see that justice
is done to all alike, speak out against the murderous persecution of our .',rr to make sense of it.

children
G ‘Whar is it mlking abour!

Your word, Mr, President, would have great weight throughout the land, |
Millions of people in America and other countries have already raised their
Volces in protest against this terrible wrong. WWrite ane sentence summarizing this document

Men in high places all over the world have spoken for the freedom of our ‘W'hy did the suthor wrice it
boys because they believe in their innocence from the evidence of the case,
Ruby Batee, young southern white girl, who in fear of her life was forced to Clucne evidence from the document chat tells you this.
speak against our sons, has honestly now told the whole truth proving the inno-
cence of our boys. Will you not, as President of the United States, speak
and do everything in your power to free our wronged end tortured sons? ‘Wwhar was happening at the tme in history chis document was creaced?
With anxious hearts we await your reply and shall watch the press for your
public statement, Use it as historical evidence.,
RPpeanYy ‘Whar did you find aur froen this dooument that you might not learn anywhere else!
The Scottsboro herl
i / )\M '
Mrs. Jenie Patterson d ‘Whar other documients or historical evidence are you poing to use oo help you underscand this

Mrs, Viola Montgomery et or topch

lirs. Ida Norris A ,ﬂaﬂ\, HAADM

Mrs. Josephine Powell e

» L
. . L
."\ Mrs, Mamie Williems )7 Lieclliv o -
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Teaching Maferials on the-Holocaust’

Foundational lesson plans for teaching about the Holocaust

94%.

Timeline Activity
This lesson is structured around a multi-layered wall timeline that encourages
critical thinking about the relationship between Nazi policy, World War 11, 1 EE I TS e
historical events, and individual experiences during the Holocaust. i EE Eh 1
! ) A
EEEEE )
https://www.ushmm.org/m/pdfs/USHMM-Timeline-Activity-Instructions.pdf l .
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In Germany, in 1933...

ADOLF HITLER APPOINTED
CHANCELLOR OF GERMANY

* Inthe November 1932 German
elections, the Nazi Party won 33 percent
of the vote, more than any other party.

* German President Paul von Hindenburg
(/eft) appointed Adolf Hitler (right), the
head of the National Socialist German
Workers Party (Nazi Party), as the new
chancellor of Germany.

» Conservative politicians thought they
could control Hitler and his followers.

JANUARY 30, 1933

HISTORICAL EVENTS UNITED STATES HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL MUSEUM



REICHSTAG FIRE DECREE

* On February 27, 1933, an arsonist
burned down the Reichstag, the German
parliament building.

» The “Decree of the Reich President for
the Protection of the People and the
State,” known as the “Reichstag Fire
Decree,” declared a state of emergency.

» With Nazi encouragement, President von
Hindenburg suspended freedom of
speech, freedom of the press, and the
right to assemble. The government could
arrest political opponents without
charge, dissolve political organizations,
and censor newspapers.

FEBRUARY 28, 1933

LAWS AND DECREES UNITED STATES HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL MUSEUM




DACHAU CONCENTRATION
CAMP OPENS
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Dachau was the first concentration
camp established by the Nazi
government. It was originally intended
to incarcerate political opponents of
the new regime.

By the end of 1933, Dachau held 4,800
prisoners. Almost all of them were
imprisoned for political reasons: for
being a socialist, a communist, a
Social Democrat (a political party
opposing the Nazis), or an advocate of
trade unions.

CH 22 1933

HISTORICAL EVENTS

UNITED STATES HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL MUSEUM



ENABLING ACT

* The German parliament passed the
“Law for Rectification of the
Distress of Nation and Reich,”
commonly called the “Enabling
Act.” The law allowed Hitler to
propose and sign legislation into
law without consulting the
parliament.

» This law effectively created a
dictatorship in Germany.

» This propaganda flyer exclaims,
“The Reichstag in Flames!” and
urges, “Choose Hitler!”

MARCH 23, 1933

LAWS AND DECREES UNITED STATES HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL MUSEUM




BOYCOTT OF JEWISH BUSINESSES

* The Naz Party launched a one-day

Oculide, verteidial G nationwide boycott of Jewish
aeaen dMe judiide businesses.
Grenelpropagandy, I
fauri : + They claimed that German Jews and
e bel Dentiden! S Jewish communities elsewhere were
: spreading “atrocity propaganda™ in
newspapers worldwide to damage

Germany’s reputation.

atrodity propaganda

Nazi efforts to drive Jews from the
German economy.

buy only at German shops! « The boycott marked the beginning of

APRIL 1,1933

HISTORICAL EVENTS UNITED STATES HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL MUSEUM
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CIVIL SERVICE LAW

T T oo wen, oy ww e mt e The German government issued the

. » - - ‘ “ .
IE UNIVERSITIES | sesmsen uv amen s Law for the Restoration of the
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e L= TEDRIE NS Professional Civil Service.”
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ST VTl | S« The law removed Jews and political
i e b " g S b b e opponents of the Nazis from civil
g | e St e service positions, including school,
-:—" o | wioen my ne university, and government jobs.
o ot e | | 2s | BEE BSOS People were exempt only if they had
o C e been in that job before August 1914,
— | EE B e g i had fought in World War I, or had

gt i fyeeg® S lost a father or son in the war.

o EEEE T EETEITO T e Most Jewish lawyers were also
| = S s A forbidden to practice law.

APRIL 7,1933

LAWS AND DECREES

UNITED STATES HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL MUSEUM



EDUCATION LAW

* The German government issued the
“Law Against Overcrowding in
Schools and Universities.”

* The law stated that Jewish students
could be no more than 5 percent of the
student population of any public school
Or university.

* Many Jewish students had to leave
public school and start attending
private school.

* German schools taught Nazi racial
ideas about the superiority of “Aryans”
and the inferiority of Jews.

APRIL 25, 1933

LAWS AND DECREES UNITED STATES HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL MUSEUM



PRESS CENSORSHIP LAW

* The “Editors’ Law™ forbade Jews
from working in journalism.

* The German Propaganda Ministry
kept registries of “racially pure”
editors and journalists. New reporters
had to register and show they were not
Jewish.

» Newspapers could not publish any
information that would “weaken the
strength of the Reich abroad or
at home.”

» Journalists who broke this law could
be sent to concentration camps.

OCTOBER 4, 1933

LAWS AND DECREES UNITED STATES HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL MUSEUM



STERILIZATION LAW

The German government passed the
“Law for the Prevention of
Offspring with Hereditary
Diseases.™

The law allowed the government to
forcibly sterilize people with

physical or mental disabilities so
they could not have children.

* Under the law, 400,000 Germans
were sterilized from January 1934
to May 1945.

nur als Laft

* The caption of this propaganda slide
reads “Life only as a Burden.”

JULY 14,1933

LAWS AND DECREES UNITED STATES HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL MUSEUM



JEHOVAH'S WITNESS

ORGANIZATION BANNED

Kommcsegon » The German government banned the Watchtower
© Erkldrung Bible and Tract Society, a Jehovah’s Witness

oy : publishing house. Local laws had already banned

" e e 1t o SR the Jehovah’s Witness organization entirely. Many

dem Ll ima s ng [ rm— d-u..-u-u <k .'l-l.-lrlp
.

S i g, i i Witnesses violated laws against practicing their
g ot e g e T religion and distributing religious literature.

3 Ka e Irdbvier d Biselerakes n mieh
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=1 Bdqdembinca by pgress symm g wre b
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1w ovE Sanises prbere abremion b Fily |lu:-|w-|'.'h--|ll.-1-

li‘??.‘i i T:b.x-::n ST e + Jehovah's Witnesses also refused to swear
o eSS S — allegiance to Hitler or Naz1 Germany or to serve
..... in the military.

» Witnesses faced persecution and arrest. To be
released from imprisonment, they could sign a
form like this one, swearing allegiance to Nazi
Germany. Few did so.

APRIL 1,1935

LAWS AND DECREES UNITED STATES HOLOCALST MEMORLAL MUSELIM




In Germany, in 1935...
REVISION OF PARAGRAPH 175

2. Ginter § 175 ded Strafgefenbud@ oird alg
§ 175a folaende Rorjchrift cinqefitqt:

y 17ba

Mit Jubthaus bid 3u zebn Tabven, bei
mifbernden Umitanden mit Sefananis nidt
unter orei YMonaten wird beftraft:

1. ein Mann, der cinen andeven Mami nit
(Memwalt oder durdh Drobung mit qeqen
swartiaer  Gefaby ity Yeib oder Yeben
notiat, mit ibm Ungudt ju treben oder
fich pon ibm anv Unandd mifbranden ju
[ajfen;

The German government revised an
existing law that already outlawed

male homosexuality.

The revision expanded what
activities qualified as sexual contact
and increased the punishments for
those acts.

Gay men were persecuted because
they were seen as corrupting
“German values” and not adding to
the population. Because lesbians
could still have biological children,
they were usually not targeted.

JUNE 28, 1935

LAWS AND DECREES
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REICH CITIZENSHIP LAW
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* This law defined who the German

government considered “German™
and who was a “Jew.”

The law defined Jews as a race
identified by blood and genealogy.
It did not 1dentify Judaism as a
religion or culture.

Under this law, Jews lost their

citizenship and became “subjects
of the state.”

This law and the “Law for the
Protection of German Blood and
German Honor” are called the
“Nuremberg Race Laws.”

SEPTEMBER 15, 1935

LAWS AND DECREES

UNITED STATES HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL MUSEUM



NUREMBERG LAWS EXTENDED

* The Reich Minister of the Interior,
Wilhelm Frick, announced an expansion
of the September 15, 1935 Reich
Citizenship Law.

» Frick stated that the citizenship law also
applied to Roma and Sinti (so-called
“gypsies”) and to Afro-Germans.

Roma, Sinti, and Afro-Germans lost their
citizenship and were not permitted to

marry “Aryan” Germans.

* This racial identity card identifies Konrad
Lehman as a Zigeuner (Gypsy).

NOVEMBER 26, 1935

LAWS AND DECREES UNITED STATES HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL MUSEUM






Black Americans and
The Nazi Olympics

The Aftermath



After the Games...

German soldiers parade through Warsaw to celebrate the conquest of Poland,
Warsaw, Poland, September 1939

In the Olympic Stadium, German spectators salute Adolf Hitler
during the Games of the 11th Olympiad. Berlin, Germany, August
1936.



After the Games...

African-American man drinking from a "Colored" water cooler in
streetcar terminal, Oklahoma City, mid-20th century.

bonded on the battlefield were divided at home. The US 12th Armored
Division was one of only ten US divisions during World War Il that had
integrated combat companies.



In America...




January 4, 2001, Marty Glickman Obituary

New York Times
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April 1, 1980, Jesse Owens Obituary

Washington Post




Did Olympic achievement of Black American
athletes in the Nazi Olympics translate into
better lives for those athletes in the United

States?



