
Black Americans and 
The Nazi Olympics

Introduction to Jim Crow and Nazi Racial Antisemitism



ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS

What was Jim Crow?

How did life in Jim Crow America inform debates about whether 
athletes should participate in the 1936 Olympics in Nazi Germany?

Did Olympic achievement of Black American athletes in the Nazi 
Olympics translate into better lives for those athletes in the United 
States?

https://www.ushmm.org/m/pdfs/USHMM-Black-Americans-and-the-Nazi-Olympics.pdf

https://www.ushmm.org/m/pdfs/USHMM-Black-Americans-and-the-Nazi-Olympics.pdf




What was Jim Crow?



Jim Crow Laws

• Education

• Burial

• Amateur Baseball

• Railroads

• Restaurants

• Pool and Billiard Rooms

• Toilet Facilities

• Intermarriage

• Cohabitation

• Education

• Juvenile Delinquents

• Mental Hospitals

• Barbers

• Parks

• Wine and Beer

• Reform Schools

• Circus Tickets

• Housing

• The Blind

• Hospital Entrances

• Prisons

• Textbooks

• Libraries

• Militia

• Fishing, Boating, Bathing

• Mining

• Telephone Booths

• Lunch Counters

• Child Custody

• Theaters

List compiled by the National Park Service, Martin Luther King Jr National Historic Site
http://www.nps.gov/malu/forteachers/jim_crow_laws.htm



In America in the 1930s…

Lawrence Beitler/Bettmann/Corbis



On his first day as president, Franklin D. Roosevelt told Americans: “The only thing we 
have to fear is fear itself.”

In the fourth year of the Great Depression, 25 percent of US workers were unemployed.

Public facilities, churches, and schools were racially segregated.

The United States continued to limit immigration, especially by people of “undesirable” 
national origin, including eastern European Jews.





What did Americans know about what was 
happening in Germany in 1933?





https://www.ushmm.org/m/pdfs/USHMM-Timeline-Activity-Instructions.pdf



In Germany, in 1933…





















In Germany, in 1935…









Black Americans and 
The Nazi Olympics

The Aftermath



After the Games…

In the Olympic Stadium, German spectators salute Adolf Hitler 
during the Games of the 11th Olympiad. Berlin, Germany, August 
1936.

German soldiers parade through Warsaw to celebrate the conquest of Poland, 
Warsaw, Poland, September 1939



After the Games…

During World War II, African American and white soldiers who were 
bonded on the battlefield were divided at home. The US 12th Armored 
Division was one of only ten US divisions during World War II that had 
integrated combat companies. 

African-American man drinking from a "Colored" water cooler in 
streetcar terminal, Oklahoma City, mid-20th century.



In America…



January 4, 2001, Marty Glickman Obituary 
New York Times



Play from 
6:10 – 8:30



April 1, 1980, Jesse Owens Obituary
Washington Post



Did Olympic achievement of Black American 
athletes in the Nazi Olympics translate into 
better lives for those athletes in the United 
States?


