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Jim Crow, the 1936 Berlin Olympics,
and Its Aftermath in the US
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United States Holocaust Memorial Museum
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The Debate to Boycott 1936

Olympics

P pram e, wias g RO T

A S ey ".‘*’"“ "
s ammmNWQNM\’l-%“
.
! e
TN Loyt ,...,v -
, S '& ?-"'\o-'o—r\
| Jy e ..MA."”J"‘VN‘
e - o A -t Sl ot
A el | R .‘..." A
e . pe
r
—. ® W&- -
~ Gt ~_f.,‘:,‘¥_- wan :
;‘,N—N—uv’ .~ - " Vv\ﬂ-
A.f N .." . \ )
oo Do e com g 'vvvm--. 4 -V-:-v\. -.-u- % o, -hm_.:
¢ ] ‘

UNITED STATES HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL MUSEUM



In Favor of Participation

"The Olympic Games belong to the athletes and not to the
politicians." - Avery Brundage, President of the American
Olympic Committee

Amateur Athlete
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Against Participation

“Neither Americans nor the representatives of other countries can take part in
the Games in Nazi Germany without at least acquiescing in the contempt of the
Nazis for fair play and their sordid exploitation of the Games.” —Ernest Lee
Jahncke, American member of the International Olympic Committee, in a letter to
Count Henri Baillet-Latour, President IOC, November 25, 1935
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Black Voices and the Boycott Debate

THE NEW YORK AMSTERDAM NEWS B : SATURDAY, MAY 2, 1935
—

OLYMPIC'IDEALS
, OF SPORTSMANSHIP

THE MODERN MERCURY.

News

b
Slvory, Secretary

P
: 3

e

CIRCGLATIONS,

Shast 5101
e A S
rent 3070,

oLl Suare,

SENTATIVE:
Chleago, 1

R-VOTE
alen concera hn\l
It 3ou are ot

ate tea-
841 Washinston

1743

+ evidence that

ight his blood
accessful.

arrested at his
re the circum-
omen were in
Colbert when
ik of gas or
t. Two volun-
nd secure as-

réing to their

e asleep when
The father of

is family keep

Suffering Without Succor

HEN YOU have toothache, an atteck of indi-

gestion, or cut your hand accidentally, you

probably dig up some relinble home remedy,
call or visit @ doctor. That is the normal procedure,
provided your aliment does not Prompt You to §0 t0
one of dozens of hospitals where sclenufic care and.
wreatment await you.

With all your modern facilities for treatment of
the sick and wounded, you probebly grow iritable
with patn at times and chafe with impatience because
& doctor does not hurry to give you rellef.

What s contrast with more primiiive Ethiopla,
where modem physicians and dentists are almost un-
known n peace time and where suffering has In-
creased to stupendous proportions because of the war.
“The war has brought more doctors, nurses and medi-
cne to Ethlopta, but the inhumsn poilcy of Il Duce’s

a target for the Italian airmen, and they have been
deliberate In thelr efforts to kill every doctor and at-
tache in the fleld and to destroy all medical supplies.

s we have a people Who suffer enormously in
peace, vrithing under patn of bullet wounds, disease,
ges and bombs. The wounded are not excepted, for
many hospital tents have been destrojed by bombers,
witn patients belng wiped out slong with ail other
persons in the victnity.

Every person who knows the mesning of pain.
every Negro who hes been relieved by medicine and
Skill should be moved to provide easistance for the
Red Cross of Ethiopla.

1t you know the horror of blood. the pain of & sim-
ple injury, what of the Ethioplans lsing with legs
gone or jaws shot away?

‘You cen help by sending your contributlon—money,
cid linen and sterilized cotton—to United Ald for
Ethiopta, 2368 Severh avenue, New York City.
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mutual benefit to both delegates and citizens of the
Church is probably our oldest American Negro insti-
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Negro Methodism, turned to the church he lked most
The A. M. E. Church has had no general confer-
only five years. Millions groaned under the lash of
s
LS S e,
extends throughout the nation end into a half-dozen
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Stupidity of Nazism
Germany’s New Barbarism
Only Church Fights Grip
Scld Out by Athletes

|__sy & cLa¥TON POWELL. B
|T 18 STRICTLY pronbited to

mate cows which were dl-
rectly or indirectly bought from

This Is Just anotier example of
the Nazi ntwits. Unfortunately,

It not only cuts into the very heart.
of Jewry in Gemmany, but also
threatens many snother portal wih
ts bloody shadow. -1t 1s an assault
on civtization.

suppresses religlous freedom, per-
verts education, degrades culture,

minorities, and is invading the
world through its Brown Interna-
tional. This reversion to batbarism
is s distinct chellenge to the think-
ing world. The persecution of the
Jew alone should be suffictent to
the fullest support of every
individusl not living under the
Swastika, bhut Nazl berberism
strikes at others, too.
NEGROES sre not alloved to
‘broadcast from any radio sta-
tion; musicians and performers are
banned from the Third Relch, end
‘accommodations are difficult to ob~
taln for Negro tourists. The

committed in the name of the
western culture.

Recently & new term has been
colned—"Judenschwarzen” — Jew-
Nigger! The origin of this (e:
ating from the Nazl Propagande
Ministry) is fn the hands of the

tee Against Participation
in the 1936 Olympics. It was pub-
lished in o recent pamphiet of that
committee, of which T am proud to
be & member.

It s tmperative that the 12,
000 Negros of America and tie hun-
dreds of millions of the darker peo-
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weak and defenseless bodies of Ne-
ety
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For some tme past the iy
worid nss been ace 1 face wiih s
supreme crisls, Everranere, me

among.
Tt needs but little srpunens 1o

support the view tbat Negroes ave

Justified in_looking to the

these many. years.
to its opportunities?

Fossessing these intentions, Ve at
Yelleved of the need cf thinking. I
rema!

a substitute for sound though
What the Negro Church (and. fer
that, macter, the Church Universs
needs st this hour, what it has lo
needed, 1s 8 body of level-hesdet
1dealists, who will devote _thex-
selves to sane, solid and sustaind
thinking on the momentous poli-
cal, soclal, economic
‘programs of our day.

These problems have long bee
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lar organizations, but, sad to say, | to Negroes, for 1t shows to what

erying out for solutions. But tt|
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Jewish American Athletes
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Should America refuse to participate in the
Olympic games which are to be held in
Germany this coming year?

YES 43%

NO 57%

(Source: AIPO; March 23, 1935)
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Black Athletes at the Olympics
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Tl Sally N. Levine

SallyLevine@holocaust.Georgia.gov
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