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Breaking the Silence: The Black Press, 
Abolition, and Brazilian Citizenship, ca. 1876

This talk focuses on a Black newspaper in nineteenth-century Brazil to analyze the 
racial politics of citizenship in a country that held, simultaneously, the largest free afro-
descendant population in Latin America, as well as, the largest enslaved population. 
How did both realities coincide, and possibly reinforce each other? How did entrenched 
customs of ‘silencing race’ in public politics shape the power structures that free/d men 
and women of color engaged, including the press? And, ultimately, how did the abolition 
debates, in general, and the appearance of this abolitionist paper, in particular, bear on 
the racialization of the political process? These questions help us discuss racial politics 
and social justice in complex historical contexts, and point to issues that are still at stake 
in Latin American public life.

For more information, contact Alejandra Aguilar, Ph.D., at 
maguilardornelle@fau.edu or Nuria Godón, Ph.D., at ngodon@fau.edu

Register for Zoom: tiny.cc/FAUCASTILHO
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