

June 21 - August 2, 2008
Engage all the senses this summer by experiencing the textures and impressions of Orvieto, a walled city with Etruscan roots positioned on top of a volcanic tufa-stone butte surrounded by a stunning countryside. Located between Florence and Rome, Orvieto has all the charm and appeal of a true Italian city without the big city price.
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▪ Engage in several of the studio arts and study the “textures” of Orvieto in a unique academic setting

▪ Study among Etruscan ruins & artifacts and explore accessible Etruscan tunnels and caves 

▪ Live in the Istituto San Lodivico, a restored historic study center in the heart of Orvieto 

▪ Interact with Italian families and make a difference in their community as part of your Service-                  

  Learning experience during the summer.
Program Base:  Orvieto is a charming historic walled city on top of a volcanic tufa rock in Umbria, “Italy’s green heart”.  An impressive Duomo dominates the skyline, and many sites and museums convey the city’s rich history from Etruscan times to the present.  Conveniently located less than one hour by train from Rome and two hours from Florence, Orvieto is the perfect base for exploring Italy and other nearby portions of Europe. Umbria is known for its arts and culture, including world renowned music festivals, ceramics, and textiles, and as a promoter of the Italian Slow Food Movement.  
Study Center:  Students will study and live in the historic and recently restored Istituto San Lodovico, a former school and convent originally built in the Middle Ages and expanded in subsequent eras. The istituto has several classrooms, a library, a kitchen, many small study and reading rooms, a ballroom, a courtyard and garden, and several inner terraces.  Students will eat some group meals together during the week and enjoy kitchen privileges to prepare other meals on their own. The Istituto San Lodovico is conveniently located on the Piazza Ranieri in easy walking distance to all the main sites of Orvieto.  (See other side for more info)
Courses offered:  
Textures and Impressions: Italian Language for the Arts (4 credits): This “special topics” course is open to students of all levels (Beg, Inter, & Adv.) but will be taught in two different time slots, with intermediate-level students working with beginning-level students, and advanced-level students assigned a supervised writing or translation project in one of the city’s museums or civic and cultural centers. Students will learn about the art and culture of Orvieto, covering information on the Etruscan period to the present, including the Medieval and Renaissance eras. 
Textures and Impressions: Studio Art (students will sponsor a closing exhibit of their art work at the Instituto) (4 credits): This studio, hands-on art class is open to students of all levels (Beg, Inter, & Adv.) and is designed to engage the student to investigate, explore and creatively define their impressions of the richness of the Umbria region and the city of Orvieto through various media and methods.

Service-Learning:  Students will give back to the community and friends of the Istituto San Lodovico by choosing a service- learning project as part of the program. They will use their many skills and enhance their learning while addressing some needs of the Italian families, students, community organizations, and professionals. All service-learning hours will be posted on the students’ transcript!
Excursions offered: Students will participate in two one-day group program excursions:
1.  Baschi and Todi, combined with a culinary experience along the Via dei Vini Etruschi- Todi is a city of beautiful medieval monuments: the cathedral (Duomo), the Palazzo del Capitano, the Palazzo del Priore and the Palazzo del Popolo (home to the city’s art gallery), are all located on the main square on the lower breast of the hill. The piazza is one of the most picturesque in Italy and is often used as a movie set; Baschi, overlooking Lake Corbara, is a former Ghibelline stronghold and the site of a 11th century castle. Lunch provided.
2.  Le Cascate delle Marmore, Montecchio (+ olive oil sampling) and an Etruscan Necropolis- Visit Europe’s highest waterfalls, a picturesque medieval town known for its olive oil production (prepare for an oil-tasting), and a necropolis. The Necropoli also know as “cities of the dead”, are a conglomerate of chambered tombs, many of which are well recognized for the murals and artifacts preserved inside, showing Etruscan life and culture. Lunch provided.
Price:  Estimated at $3,200.00. This price will include lodging (shared double rooms with shower and toilet), breakfast and lunch four days a week, access to the public areas of the Istituto for quiet study, the ISIC insurance card, multiple site visits, pre-departure orientation, on-site support staff, and two group excursions.
Not included in the price: FAU tuition, air fare, some meals and incidentals.  
For information on course materials, please contact: 
Dr. Myriam Ruthenberg, Associate Professor of Italian, 561-297-2682,  ruthenbe@fau.edu
Dr. Angela DiCosola, Professor of Visual Arts, 561-297-3870, mdicosol@fau.edu
To apply for the Orvieto Summer Program please contact:

Office of International Programs, 561-297-2580, goabroad@fau.edu
Florida Atlantic University reserves the right to make changes to programs and prices with or without notice

Florida Atlantic University reserves the right to cancel programs for low enrollment  

No program substitutions will be permitted
