
Wednesday, March 23, 3:30 pm  | Free Public Lecture
Student Union, Like Oak Room A, FAU Boca Raton

Hugo Achugar will offer a talk based on his latest book, Piedra, papel o tijera: sobre 
cultura y literatura en América Latina. The lecture will focus on how the cultural 
challenges of the new century have modified the terms of engagement with Latin 
American culture(s). Once branded as “peripheral” or “subaltern,” Latin America as 
object of study is undergoing a series of conceptual shifts in the face of the erasure 
of difference posed by globalization, forms of knowledge representation advanced 
by Artificial Intelligence (AI), and a raging pandemic that has devastated the region 
culturally as well as socially, among other issues. “Rock, Paper, Scissors” offers a 

Rock, Paper, Scissors: 
Latin American Culture 
in the 21st Century

Hugo Achugar 
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series of reflections on Latin American racial and cultural heterogeneity at a time when the notion of the 
postnational is confronting the cultural specificity of local histories of the Global South.

Achugar has an extensive and distinguished publication record as poet, fiction writer, and Latin 
American scholar. From 2008 to 2015 he was Uruguay’s Director of Cultural Affairs. As such, he was in 
charge of planning and implementing the country’s cultural policies. Piedra, papel o tijera received the 
2021 MEC Prize for Best Literary Essay, a distinction awarded each year by the Ministry of Education and 
Culture in Uruguay.

For more information, email Gonzalo Aguiar, Ph.D, at gaguiarmalosetti@fau.edu
For disability accommodations, please email five days in advance of event.

Sponsored by FAU’s Americas Initiative; FAU Dept. of Languages, 
Linguistics, and Comparative Literature; Sigma, Delta, Pi at 
FAU in collaboration with University of Miami, Dept. of Modern 
Languages & Literature; the Joseph Carter Memorial Fund; and 
the Marta S. Weeks Chair in Latin American Studies


