A Temple philosophy professor
In rhythm Wlth h1p hop culture

Richard Shusterman faults his colleagues for not taking
\ rap music and popular culture seriously.

By Carlin Romano
ENQUIRER BOOK CRITIC

hilosophers like syllogisms, so
let's try one — a challenging
four-parter:

When the beautiful people come to
town, it's always nice to be one of
them.

The beautiful people are coming to
town.

Richard Shusterman is one of them,

Therefore, it must be awfully nice
for Richard Shusterman to be one of
them.

Why. then, isn't he smiling?

120id you these things don’t work in
real life!

Starting today around 6 p.m., hun-
dreds of the beautiful people will be
registering at the Philadelphia Hil-
ton. then moving on to the Univer-
sity of the Arts for the 50th Anniver-
sary Meeting of the American Society
for Aesthetics, a group of university
scholars — malnly philosophy pro-
fessors — dedicated to the proposi-
tion that a thing of beauty can be
analyzed forever.

Arthur Danto, Nelson Goodman,
Stanley Cavell and other top Ameri-
can aestheticlans — thinkers who
study age-old questions of beauty,
art, taste, style and related subjects
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aple professor marches

rock and roll and hip-hop culture.”
Delacar: jagne praised him for giving
a “brilliant and convincing formula-
tion” to his views, and congratulated
him for being a rare philosopher who
“does not systematically consider
youth culture with condescension.”

Then came the magazine Le Nouvel
Observateur in March, headlining its
own article: “An American Professor
Takes Hip-Hop at Its Word." Writer
Bernard loupias praised Shusterman
for treating the rap group Stetsasonic
and rapper KRS-One with the same
critical spirit he applied to a poem by
TS, Eliot, welcoming Shusterman's
book as a “first bridge” between the
worlds of philosophy and popular cul-
ture. Since then, other French publi-
cations have checked in. Shusterman,
who spent part of last summer teach-
ing and working in Paris, happily says
his book's ideas have now become
“part of the conceptual geography
there.”

The United States is another matter,
of course — we've got ball games to
cover — and Shusterman sees two
obstacles to bringing his worlds to-
gether here: lack of media interest in
philosophy, and philosophical dis-
missal of rap. The latter strikes him as
myopic.

“The whole Romantic movement in
English literature was based on the
idea of bringing poetic language back
to ordinary language,” he notes. “So in
Blake you even have the simple nurs-
ery rhyme rhythm. Simplicity doesn't
have to be a horrible thing.”

Sensible words from a man with a
complicated life. Born in the North-
east, Shusterman grew up in the East
Oak Lane/Olney area, attended Master-
man, hung out as a kind of hippie
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teenager in Rittenhouse Square, then
graduated from Central High in 1966
at the age of 16.

Unwilling to go irnmediately to col-
lege, he took off from home and ended
up in Israel. “I didn't really expect to
stay there,” he says, “but I sort of fell
in love with the sun, the sea and the
people.” He stayed — excluding visits
home and trips to Europe — for 20
years.

While in Israel, he was informally
adopted by the family of Amiram Nir,
the [sraeli government operative who
played a central role in the Iran-con-
tra affair. then died mysteriously in
1988 in Mexico. “He was my best
friend,” Shusterman says. “He was my
brother.” In a 20-minute discussion,
aesthetician Shusterman quickly be-
comes Shusterman the political ana-
lyst, offering his own view of who did
what to whom.

Having earned both his B.A. and
M.A. from Hebrew University of Jeru-
salem, Shusterman was inducted into
the Israeli army during the Yom Kip-
pur War in 1973. Married by then, hu
served as an intelligence officer for
three years, rising to first lieutenant,
and participated in the broad plan-
ning of the 1976 Entebbe commando
operation.

From 1976 to '79, he fulfilled his
dream of going to Oxford, where he
earned his doctorate in philosophy.
After a brief stint as a gardener back
in [srael, he received his first appoint-
ment in philosophy at Ben-Gurion
University. He came to Temple as a
visitor in 1985, was kept on and then
offered tenure in 1988.

“One of the reasons [ came here was
that Temple’s philosophy department
really excelled in aesthetics,” he says.
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""Clarence rarmer, cnairman of the ment directors will run day-to-day
museum's board of directors, said operations. “They’ll look to me for
Stewart’s decision caught him “a wee leadership,” he said.




