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Directed Independent Study Guidelines

Description of DIS courses

The Department of History offers three levels of Directed Independent Study courses – one at the undergraduate level and two at the graduate level:

1.
HIS 4906 (3 credits) Undergraduate only readings and research in a field of history, with a program of study selected and reviewed in consultation with a member of the Department of History’s faculty.  Permission of the instructor is required.  This course parallels the Readings Seminars and should involve a concentrated, individualized program of study on a topic not normally offered as a course.  Students often write annotated bibliographies or historiographic essays as a capstone of this DIS.

2.
HIS 5906 (3 credits) Graduate only readings and research in a field of history, with a program of study selected and reviewed in consultation with a member of the Department of History’s faculty.   Permission of instructor is required.  This course parallels the readings seminars and should involve a concentrated, individualized program of study on a topic not normally offered as a course.  Students often write annotated bibliographies or historiographic essays as a capstone of this DIS.

3.
HIS 6908 (1-3 credits) Graduate only research in a field of history, with a program of study and project selected and reviewed in consultation with department faculty members.  Permission of instructor is required.  This course parallels the research seminar with thesis track students completing a significant research project associated with thesis topic.  Depending on the number of credits taken this could range from the development of a thesis topic and bibliography (1 credit) to a substantial research paper.  This DIS should not be used for thesis research but constitute a course separate from, even if related to, the actual thesis topic.  Students on a non-thesis track will engage in a significant research project resulting in the writing of a scholarly paper for this DIS.

Expectations and Requirements

1.
Students should take a DIS only with a faculty member with whom they have taken a course already, using the DIS as an opportunity to pursue a topic introduced in a course in greater depth.  The student must approach the faculty member to obtain approval at least several weeks before the semester in which the DIS is to be conducted starts.  The approval process must include a prospectus written by the student and accepted by the instructor.
2.
All faculty members who conduct a DIS are responsible for submitting to the History Office the DIS registration form and a syllabus that includes assignments, meeting schedule, and criteria used for grading.

3.
Prior to the first meeting of the DIS, faculty members should work with the student to establish a schedule of meetings and assignments.  This schedule must be finalized during the first meeting of the DIS in the form of a syllabus that will be put in the student’s file in the History Office.

4.
Students may not register for a DIS without securing the instructor’s approval.

5.
The faculty member is expected to meet—in person—on a regular basis with the student, a minimum of once every two or three weeks during the course of the DIS.  “Long-distance learning” via electronic means—including e-mail—and the like are not allowed.

6.
The faculty member should not agree to supervise a DIS if s/he expects to be away from campus for significant periods of time during the course of the DIS.

7.
Substantial written assignments are expected as the course requirements for any DIS.

8.
Faculty members should conduct DIS courses in their specific specialty (e.g. Americanists only will conduct a DIS in U.S. history, etc.).

9.
The DIS is never to be used to fulfill regular course requirements because the student simply needs another class in a particular field to graduate within a specific semester.

10. Graduate students may take one DIS that counts for credit within their program.  Any additional DIS courses will be counted for credit but will not fulfill any additional requirements for the M.A. degree.  
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