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MATTHEW WICKS
Florida

Matthew Drennan Wicks has been nationally and 
internationally recognized for his ceramic and non-ceramic 
based sculpture. His work discusses a process-based 
exploration of traditional craft in a contemporary context 
that highlights specifi c domestic materials, the collapsing 
of historical stereotypes and the intrinsic properties of craft 
materials such as clay, fi bers and glass. Wicks holds a B.F.A. 
from The University of Montana, a post-baccalaureate degree 
in Craft from Oregon College of Art and Craft and holds an 
M.F.A. from the University of South Florida. Originally from 
New Orleans, LA; he currently lives and works in Tampa, FL. 

“As a maker I truly believe in the power of material, and in 
terms of fi ne art I consider material directly interconnected 
with meaning. My current practice is a process-based 
exploration of traditional craft, in a contemporary context; 
which highlights specifi c and familiar materials, and the 
intrinsic properties of ceramics, fi bers and glass. I often 
seek out specifi c domestic, objects that can be altered and 
refabricated in non-traditional materials. My work often strives 
to strip objects of their inherent function to offer a unique 
dialogue relating to materiality, objecthood and value. The 
use of ceramic, glass and fi bers in my work has a direct 
correlation to the history of commodifi cation and intrinsic 
value of material. My future studio practice and research will 
continue to investigate objects through lenses of domesticity, 
ritual and materiality. While my work always strives to present 
the viewer with familiar objects in unfamiliar ways, I hope to 
transform the mundane in new mythologies.”

Images: (this page) Detail shot of glider, steel, vintage 
polypropylene webbing, 2021; 

(next page, top to bottom) Wicks’ sculptures on display in Schmidt 
Center gallery space; unsalted, oil stick on vellum, 2021

54
▶ 
 

▶ 
 

▶
FL

OR
ID

A 
  

24
° 

27
’ 

N 
to

 3
1°

 0
0’

 N
, 

80
° 

02
’ 

W 
to

 8
7°

 3
8’

 W
•

southXeast 23 Catalogue-6.1.23.indd   58southXeast 23 Catalogue-6.1.23.indd   58 6/1/23   4:33 PM6/1/23   4:33 PM



57

southXeast 23 Catalogue-6.1.23.indd   59southXeast 23 Catalogue-6.1.23.indd   59 6/1/23   4:33 PM6/1/23   4:33 PM



ANDERSON WRANGLE 
SOUTH CAROLINA

Anderson Wrangle is from Houston, Texas. He received his 
B.A. in English, and Art from the University of the South, and 
his M.F.A from the University of Houston. He is an Associate 
Professor of Art at Clemson University, and a 2021-2023 
CAAH Creativity Professor. His work is held in the Museum of 
Fine Arts in Houston, the Museu de Arte Moderna do Rio de 
Janeiro/Coleção Joaquim Paiva, the Galerie hlavního města 
Prahy (GHMP), Prague, Czech Republic, and many private 
collections.

“I was fi fteen, and my mother and I were driving down the 
length of the Outer Banks. It was serene, and diffi cult to 
perceive. I held that memory for years, and then needed to 
make photographs of that place. No blue skies, or blue sea, 
but a froth of rollers, breakers and horizontal rain. Everything 
there shifts, erodes and reforms, is placid, then violent, 
bathed in light at turns soft, glaring, foreboding, brilliant or 
otherworldly.  

The Outer Banks are at a geographic limit, shifting sand 
in a dangerous sea. It is a place threatened by rising seas 
due to Climate Change, which is hampered in regrowing by 
development. Traveling along this sublime coast I tried to 
photograph feeling and sense as much, or more, than object 
and form. I hope this evocation, this state of meditative and 
heightened attention, refers to a place that will persist, though 
I fear it is an elegy for place which is lost.” 

Images: (this page, left to right) Outer Banks #37 Nags Head, 
archival inkjet print, 2017/2022; Outer Banks #9 Sandbridge, 

archival inkjet print, 2017/2022 

(next page) Outer Banks #35 Kitty Hawk, archival inkjet print, 
2017/2022
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