"Desecrated Bodies/Phantom Limbs: Post-Traumatic Reconstructions of Corporeality in Haiti/Rwanda."


     In the aftermath of the great earthquake of January 12, 2010, which obliterated much of Haiti, resulting in massive numbers of amputations to crush victims, this paper explores the systemic nature of Franco-American violence ranging from dismemberments in periods of colonization (Belgium/Rwanda) and neo-colonial juntas (Haiti/USA), arguing in the process for the need to link postcolonial infrastructural violence with the decimation of “natural” cataclysms (USAID/UN-sponsored sweat shop schemes), to present-day losses for the national body politic of both nations and of their citizens.  Ultimately, this presentation will incorporate a consideration of historical and contemporary visualizations of discrete Rwandan/Haitian bodies that have been made to stand-in for unnatural/’natural’ cataclysms (genocide/earthquake victim) and seek to present the Haitian/Rwandan response of dignified, re-membering, representations of Haitian/Rwandan bodies and lives.

