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The building of the Academy of Arts and Sciences in Athens was created in the second half of the
nineteenth century by the renowned Danish architect Theophil Hansen (1813-1891). It exemplifies the
principles and values of neoclassicism: symmetry, measure, balance, hierarchy, volumetric clarity, and
most importantly Greek progeny, as it is based solely on Greek models. Hansen acquired an academic
education from his home Academy of Fine Arts in Copenhagen, after which he spent eight years in Athens
(1838-1846) studying first-hand the Greek antiquities. He was entrusted the commission in recognition

of his true attachment to the country and his splendid career as a key architect of the post-Revolutionary
Vienna. In designing the building of the Athenian Academy, Hansen not only endowed the Greek city-
capital with an exemplary piece of artwork but also ensured for her the reputation of a European capital
worthy of monuments of universal acclaim.
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