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Syllabus

Honors Introduction to Women’s Studies 
WST 3015, Fall 2011

9:30 – 10:50 AM TUES/THURS
Instructor: Wairimũ N. Njambi

Office: HC 148

Office Hours: Tuesdays + Thursdays 8:30 – 9:30 a.m. 12:30 - 2.00 p.m. and 3:30 - 4:00 p.m. (and/or by appointment)

Phone: 799-8016

E-mail: wnjambi@ fau.edu

Course Description:  As an interdisciplinary field, Women’s Studies tries to incorporate diverse perspectives to illuminate issues confronting women, their experiences, viewpoints and practices.  Women’s Studies/Feminist theorizations challenge prevailing ideas about sex and gender.  At the same time, diverse perspectives on women’s issues, on a global scale, present continuous challenges to Women’s Studies itself.  As a result, Women’s Studies is currently a complex, contested, and exciting field.  This course attempts to present to students some of the contemporary debates in women’s studies, while paying attention to the ways in which new challenges within the field continues to give new meanings to questions regarding women across lines of race, class, gender, sexual orientation, and geographical location.  Students will be introduced to diverse readings and topics such as women, gender/transgender, heterosexuality, gays, lesbians, bisexuality, heterosexuality/homosexuality, gays, lesbians, racism, white privilege, male domination, and homophobia, scientific racism and how such issues are constructed and experienced globally.  
This writing intensive course serves as one of two "Gordon Rule" classes at the 2000-4000 level that must be taken after completing ENC 1101 and 1102 or their equivalents. You must achieve a grade of "C" (not C-minus) or better to receive credit.  Furthermore, this class meets the University-wide Writing Across the Curriculum (WAC) criteria, which expect you to improve your writing over the course of the term. The University’s WAC program promotes the teaching of writing across all levels and all disciplines. Writing-to-learn activities have proven effective in developing critical thinking skills, learning discipline-specific content, and understanding and building competence in the modes of inquiry and writing for various disciplines and professions.

If this class is selected to participate in the university-wide WAC assessment program, you will be required to access the online assessment server, complete the consent form and survey, and submit electronically a first and final draft of a near-end-of-term paper.

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act ( ADA), students who require special accommodations due to a disability to properly execute coursework must register with the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD) located in SR 117 (561-799-8585 
Students at Florida Atlantic University are expected to maintain the highest ethical standards. Academic dishonesty, including cheating and plagiarism, is considered to be a serious breach of these ethical standards, because it interferes with the University mission to provide a high quality education in which no student enjoys an unfair advantage over any other. Academic dishonesty is also destructive of the University community, which is grounded in a system of mutual trust and places high value on personal integrity and individual responsibility. Harsh penalties are associated with academic dishonesty. See

http://www.fau.edu/ctl/AcademicIntegrity.php
And see also:

 http://wise.fau.edu/divdept/honcol/academics_honor_code.htm 

While you are encouraged to discuss the course material with each other, all assignments must be entirely your own work. If you have any doubts about what constitutes plagiarism or a violation of the honor code, consult with me beforehand. 
Instructor’s Goals (in addition to the above)

--“In addition to the above, my goal is to provide a safe space for exploring women’s studies issues by creating an environment where students and instructor interact respectively and thoughtfully, and respond with care and forethought to others’ comments, particularly when dealing with differences of opinions, perspectives and/or experiences.

--To encourage thoughtful discussions and self-reflections through readings and class interactions.

--To increase our appreciation for the power, strength, diversity and possibilities for all dis-empowered people.

--To increase and support our motivation to work towards better possibilities and realities for women and the rest of society.

--To learn more about students’ perspectives and experiences at the Harriet L. Wilkes Honors College.

--To work with students to address issues/concerns relevant to women studies on the Honors college campus.

--To work with students to help them meet their own goals for this course.

--To facilitate this class as a collaboration among students and instructor; this includes students taking responsibility for their own and each other’s education.” 

Required Readings: The following textbooks are required.

· Inderpal Grewal & Caren Kaplan.  (2005). An Introduction to Women’s Studies: Gender in a Transnational World (Second Edition).  McGraw Hill Companies.  ISBN 0-072887184.
· Michelle Barrett and Anne Philips.  Eds.  (1992). Destabilizing Theory: Contemporary Feminist Debates.  Stanford University Press.  ISBN: 0-8047-2031-2 
· Cherrie Moraga & Gloria Anzaldua.  eds. (2002). This Bridge Called My Back: Writings By Radical Women of Color. Third Woman Press: Women of Color Series.  ISBN: 0-943219-22-1
· Becky W. Thompson.  (1994). A Hunger so wide and so deep: A multiracial view of women’s eating problem.  University of Minnesota Press.  ISBN 0-8166-2435-6.
· Barbara Ehrenreich & Arlie Russell Hochschild.  (2002).  Global Women: Nannies, Maids, and Sex Workers in the New Economy. A Holt Paperback: New York.  ISBN: 0-805075097 
· Oyèrónké Oyěwùmí.  2005.  African Gender Studies: A Reader.  Palgrave Macmillan.  ISBN: 1-4039-6283-9. 

· bell hooks.  (1989). Talking Back: Thinking Feminist: Thinking Black.  Southend Press.  ISBN 0-89608-352-7.

· Paula S. Rothenberg.  (2002). White Privilege: Essential Readings on the Other side of Racism. Worths Publishers.  ISBN: 0-7167-5295-6. 
· All the texts are available at the university book store

· Selected Articles: Other Required Readings will be on reserve at the library.

Other course materials will be found online or posted on MyFAU.

Course Requirement: This course consists of discussion of all class readings, frequent short writing assignments (10 in total), two take home exams, attended designated activities, in-class projects, and class presentations.  

Grading:  Grading is based on a system of accumulated points as follows:

· Attendance and Class participation (20%)

· Attending designated Activities (5%)

· Class Presentations (5%)

· Writing Assignments (25%)

· Two take home exams: (15% each)

· Critical reflections portfolio: 15%

Grading scale:

A (93-100), A- (90-92), B+ (87-89), B (83-86), B- (80-82), C+ (77-79), C (73-76), C- (70-72),

D+ (67-69), D (63-66), D- (60-62), F (<60)

Writing Assignments:  On a frequent basis you will write and submit short papers of 3 to 4 pages in length.  I will give you lots of feedback and we will have a thorough in-class workshop for all writing that leads to a grade. These assignments are produced outside of the class period and are designed to get you to focus on core issues covered in the readings.  These papers require that students respond to a prompt that requires critical engagement with assigned texts, formation and defense of a thesis, and citation of texts to support the argument.  Assessment of all writing assignments and take home exams will be based on overall coherence, grammar, extent to which supporting evidence is appropriately cited, persuasiveness of the argument, extent to which an understanding of the texts is demonstrated, and timeliness. 

How you’ll get your grade:
This course partially fulfills the Writing Across the Currirulum (WAC) requirement for HC students.  You must make a final grade of at least a C in order to receive writing credit. This means we will spend a lot of course time working on college writing, and that your grade will be based largely on your performance as a writer of college papers. We study literature in order to learn to talk, not just to read; and it turns out that the power to think depends on the resources of vocabulary, syntax, and of an individual’s power to put words together in a row.  So, while we’re engaging with the words of other writers, we’ll also become writers ourselves and will be looking for that peculiar push-and-shove between “form” and “content” that will allow us to say some cool new things about what we’re doing.  

I will grade your performance based on the following:
Papers: 50%

Class Participation: 25%

Internet: 25%

Thesis papers:  Students will write four five-page papers, two of which will be revised in conference with the instructor, and one of which will be revised by peer-edit.  I will grade these papers based on very specific criteria:

1. Cogency of analysis and effectiveness of argument;

2. Sentence mechanics;

3. Topic maintenance;

4. Transition and topic sentences;

5. Deployment of new vocabulary.

It is my practice NOT to give student prompts for college writing.  Finding your topic and developing your argument is an important part of the skill set college writing asks you to acquire.  But I’m more than happy to discuss your topic, in conference and in class, so don’t hesitate to ask for help as we go through this process.  In recent years students have expressed increasingly a desire to “know” their grades and the method of their evaluation in detail.  Here are some things to keep in mind while you work for this course: I will return each paper with very specific advice regarding the next exercise.  Generally, we will be able to locate three specific technical issues that I will ask you to work on for the next paper.  If you get better, your grade will get better.  FAU provides several templates for daily grading, performance grids, bubble dots, and so on: if you really need me to grade you this way, I will of course.  But this is a course in skill-acquisition and reading analysis, and I believe you will render the best performance and will get your optimal final grade if you work hard developing the leads I will provide on your exercises.  At any time during the course I will be happy to discuss your performance and your current grade.  If you’re at all concerned about my assessment of your work I urge you to speak with me about it. 

Writing Across the Curriculum (WAC) General Requirements: This class meets the University-wide Writing Across the Curriculum (WAC) criteria, which expect you to improve your writing over the course of the term. The University’s WAC program promotes the teaching of writing across all levels and all disciplines. Writing-to-learn activities have proven effective in developing critical thinking skills, learning discipline-specific content, and understanding and building competence in the modes of enquiry and writing for various disciplines and professions. You must receive at least a “C” grade (not a C-) to receive WAC credit. 

If this class is selected to participate in the university-wide WAC assessment program, you will be required to access the online assessment server, complete the consent form and survey, and submit electronically a first and final draft of a near-end-of-term paper.

I will also grade the quality of your peer-edit.  By mid-semester you ought to have an idea of what I’m looking for in your writing, and you ought to be able to help your fellow students with their work.  Again, if your edit is cosmetic, if you write things like “interesting” or “great” or “unclear” in the margins and stop there, I will grade you accordingly.  Before we get to this I will spend a lot of time, in class and in conference, going over what I expect here.  So don’t worry about this yet.

Critical Reflections Portfolio: At the end of the semester, all writing assignments and take home exams will be combined with class notes and other course materials in a Critical Reflections Portfolio.  The Critical Reflections Portfolio is an organized collection of materials from the course, arranged to convey a somewhat coherent story about your learning and personal development.  Your portfolio must include minimally (a) title page, with table of contents, (b) summary overview/statement of where you are at the end of the course, 2-3 page minimum, (c) writing assignments, (d) exams, (e) class presentations, (f) class notes, (g) designated activities, and (h) course syllabus.  Please bind your portfolio.  Additional materials that you may have gathered elsewhere that reflect course themes are welcome.  

Class presentations: You will be periodically asked to present summaries of the readings in class. Failure to make such presentations when scheduled will automatically count as zero.
Attendance and Participation: All students are required to attend every class fully prepared to discuss all the readings assigned for that day.  This means that you must complete all the appropriate readings prior to that day’s class and you must be willing to raise meaningful questions, thereby taking an active and primary role in your learning.  Class preparations and participations will take up a huge segment of your final grade (up to 20%).  You must contact me at least two days in advance if you need to be absent.  Only one absence is allowed without penalty.  A second absence will result in losing 10% of your participation grade.  A third absence will result in the loss of your entire participation grade.  A fourth absence will mean that you will not achieve higher than a C- in the course.  A fifth absence will result in the failing the course.

Note taking in class: Note that there will be many readings and it is your responsibility to keep up with reading and writing assignments.  Therefore, class attendance is also crucial.  During our class discussions, you will be required to take careful notes.  Taking notes will help you to understand and to remember the materials while completing your writing assignments and exams.  In this sense, it is equally important to take notes while you are reading the assigned materials in order to help you to more clearly follow the main arguments presented by the authors.

Keep a back-up of your work: You should keep a back copy of all the work you turn-in during the semester.  Saved copies will serve as your final witness in case something is lost or is unrecorded.    

Late Work and Make-up Policy: Late exams and writing assignments will be assessed a 1-letter grade deduction per day late, unless prior arrangements are made with me. Reminder: No make-ups for missed in-class projects, except for those with special permission.

Attended designated Activities: All students are required to attend at least two social functions at the Campus and to write a short paper (1-2 pages each) that addresses the relationship between such activities and what they learned in class.

Take Home Exams Guidelines: The first and the final exam provide an opportunity to demonstrate your comprehension of Women’s Studies issues.  For that matter, both of these exams amounts to a literature review of our readings, films, and discussions that we covered throughout the semester. I must get a sense that you understood the positions and arguments of the various authors, and that you know which authors’ views are similar and/or dissimilar and why. Please adhere to the following guidelines:

· Cite all authors at least once in your exam (use the Chicago Manual of Style’s ‘author-date’ system for citations/references).

· Consider this an individual effort (you may ask a classmate for clarification regarding the issues discussed, but the writing process must be done on your own)

· Please double-space, use normal font size and type (10-12 point). Include page numbers, proofread, must include the questions and bibliography, and add a title page with your name, title, course, and date.

· Length: each exam product should be 10-15 pages long.


COURSE SCHEDULE
Part 0

Introduction to Women Studies & Feminism

Aug. 23--Tue: Introduction—No Readings

Aug. 25--Thur: Conclusion & Introduction

Michele Barrett & Anne Phillips, (1992).  Destabilizing Theory: Contemporary Feminist Debates: “Introduction” pp. 1-9

bell hooks,  (1989).  Talking Back: Thinking feminist, thinking black: “Feminist theory; a radical agenda” pp. 35-41 & “Feminism: a transformational politic,” pp. 19-27

Inderpal Grewal & Caren Kaplan, (2006).  An Introduction to Women’s Studies: Gender in a Transnational World—Part Two: Gendered Identities in Nations and States: Introductory Essay; Section 7 & 8  

Aug. 30--Tue: 
Inderpal Grewal & Caren Kaplan, (2006).  An Introduction to Women’s Studies: Gender in a Transnational World—Part Two: Section 9 & 10 



bell hooks, “Toward a revolutionary feminist pedagogy,” in Talking back, pp. 49-54

Sep. 1st—Thur: Inderpal Grewal & Caren Kaplan, (2006).  An Introduction to Women’s Studies: Gender in a Transnational World—Preface & Introducing Women’s Studies: Gender in a Transnational World, pp.xvii- 5


Inderpal Grewal & Caren Kaplan, (2006).  An Introduction to Women’s Studies: Gender in a Transnational World—Part Two: Section 11

  


bell hooks,  (2000).  Feminism is for EveryBody: Passionate Politics, pp. 0-24

Writing Assignment #1

Part One

Unmaking the Prevailing Views of Sex and Gender: Theorizing Bodies & Difference

Sep. 6—Tue:  Destabilizing Theory: “Power, Bodies and Difference,” pp. 120-137



     
David H. Freedman, “The Aggressive Egg” pp. 1-4




Inderpal Grewal & Caren Kaplan, (2006).  An Introduction to Women’s Studies: Gender in a Transnational World—Part One: Social and Historical Constructions of Gender: Introductory Essay; Section 1 & 2  

In-class and Office Hours review of Writing Assignment #1 for revision.

Sep. 8—Thur: Inderpal Grewal & Caren Kaplan, (2006).  An Introduction to Women’s Studies: Gender in a Transnational World—Part One: Social and Historical Constructions of Gender: Section 3 & 4
African Gender Studies--Oyèrónké Oyěwùmí, Chapter 1,“Visualizing the Body: Western Theories and African Subjects,” pp. 3-17 


Writing Assignment #1 Revised

Part Two

Sexuality

Sep. 13—Tue: African Gender Studies—Abena P. A. Busia, Chapter 13, “Miscegenation as Metonymy: Sexuality and Power in the Colonial Novel, pp. 245-256

Sep. 15—Thur: Margaret Anderson, “Gay and Lesbians Relationships,” pp. 93-95



    
Biddy Martin (in Destabilizing Theory), “Sexual Practice & Changing Lesbian Identities,” pp. 93-118





Writing Assignment #2

Part Three

Sexual Violence & Resistance

Sep. 20—Tue: Margaret Andersen, “violence in the Family,” “Marital Rape,” “Incest,” & “Sexual Abuse,” pp. 169-174




Hazel V. Carby, “”On the Threshold of Women’s Era:” Lynching, Empire, and Sexuality in Black Feminist Theory,” in “Race,” Writing, and Difference, by Henry Louis Gates Jr. pp. 301-316

In-class review of Writing Assignment #2 for revision

Sep. 22—Thur: bell hooks, “Ending Violence,” pp. 61-71; & “”Feminist Parenting,” in Feminism is for EveryBody 



      Martha McCaughey, “Kicking into Consciousness Through Self-Defense Training: Getting Physical in Both Theory and Practice,” pp. 157-166




Writing Assignment # 2 Revised
Part Four

Media: Representations of Women

Sep. 27—Tue: John Stoltenberg, “Pornography and Freedom,” Taken from Making Violence Sexy: Feminist Views on Pornography, pp. 93-119




 Inderpal Grewal & Caren Kaplan, (2006).  An Introduction to Women’s Studies: Gender in a Transnational World—Part Three: Representations, Cultures, Media, and Markets: Introductory Essay; Section 12, 13, 14, &15

Sep. 29---Thur: Inderpal Grewal & Caren Kaplan, (2006).  An Introduction to Women’s Studies: Gender in a Transnational World—Part Three: Representations, Cultures, Media, and Markets: Section 16, 17, & 18










Writing Assignment #3

***Oct. 3—Mon: Midterm—Exam 1 Due (at my office—no later than 5:00 p.m.)***

Part Five

Women, Families, Work, Migration, & Global Economy

Oct. 4—Tue:  Ehrenreich & Hochschild, pp. 15-103




Oct. 6—Thur: Ehrenreich & Hochschild, pp.104-189 

Oct. 11---Tue: Inderpal Grewal & Caren Kaplan, (2006).  An Introduction to Women’s Studies: Gender in a Transnational World---Part Four: Gendering Globalization and Displacement: Introductory Essay; Section 19, 20 & 21



Writing Assignment #4

Part Six

Gender, Medicine, & Health

Oct. 13---Thurs: Gloria Steinem, “If Men could Menstruate,” pp. 1
Inderpal Grewal & Caren Kaplan, (2006).  An Introduction to Women’s Studies: Gender in a Transnational World—Part One: Social and Historical Constructions of Gender: Section 5 & 6

Oct. 18—Tue: Becky W. Thompson, a hunger so wide and so deep: a multicultural view of women’s eating problem, Chapters 1 & 2
Oct. 20—Thur: Becky W. Thompson, a hanger so wide and so deep: a multiracial view of women’s eating problem, Chapters 3 & 4 

Oct. 25—Tue: Becky W. Thompson, a hunger so wide and so deep: a multiracial view of women’s eating problem, Chapters 5 & 6 




Writing Assignment #5

Part Seven

Unmaking “Gender”: Rethinking Western History/Knowledge Making

Oct. 27—Thur: African Gender Studies, Section II: “Decolonizing Feminisms”:

 
Chapter 3, Obioma Nnaemeka, “Bringing African women into the Classroom:

 Rethinking Pedagogy and Epistemology,” pp. 51-65

Chapter 4, Marnia Lazreg, “Decolonizing Feminism,” pp. 67-80 
Nov. 1—Tue: African Gender Studies, Section II: “Reconceptualizing Gender”:



Chapter 6, Oyèrónké Oyěwùmí, (Re)constituting the Cosmology and

 Sociocultural Institutions of Òyó-Yorùbá,” pp. 99-119



Chapter 9, Wairimũ Ngaruĩya Njambi & William E. O’Brien, “Revisiting

 “Woman-Woman Marriage”: Notes on Gĩkũyũ Women,” pp. 145-164

Nov. 3—Thur: African Gender Studies, Section IV: “Gender Biases in the Making of

 History: Chapter 10, Oyèrónké Oyěwùmí, “Making History, Creating Gender: Some Methodological and Interpretive Questions in the Writings of Oyo Oral Traditions,” pp. 169-232





Writing Assignment #6

Part Eight

Colorizing Women’s Movement: Identity & Difference Politics & Women’s Studies Struggles

Nov. 8---Tue: Paula S. Rothenberg, Part 3, “Whiteness: the power of privilege,” pp. 89-111.



    Mohanty, Russo, and Torres, “We cannot live Without Our Lives”*: White Women, Antiracism, and Feminism,” by Ann Russo, in Third World Women and the Politics of Feminism, pp. 297-311




     bell hooks, “Overcoming White Supremacy,” pp. 112-119

Nov. 10—Thur: Cherrie Moraga & Gloria Anzaldua, This Bridge Called My Back: Writings By Radical Women of Color, Foreword, Preface, The Bridge Poem, & Introduction, pp. vi-xviii; “Children Passing in the Streets: The Roots of Our Radicalism,” pp. 7-19; “Entering the Lives of Others: Theory in the Flesh,” pp. 21-57, “And When You Leave, Take Your Pictures With You: Racism in the Women’s Movement,” pp. 59-101

Nov. 15—Tue: Cherrie Moraga & Gloria Anzaldua, “Between the Lines: On Cultures, Class, and Homophobia,” pp. 105-159 

Nov. 17—Thur: “Speaking in Tongues: The Third World Women Writer,” pp. 163-192; & El Mundo Zurdo: The Vision,” pp. 195-254

Writing Assignment #7

Part Nine

Carrying out The Struggle: Future Directions and Other Strategies for Change in Women’s Movement

Nov. 22—Tue: African Gender Studies, Section VII: “Critical Conversations”:




Chapter 21, Desiree Lewis, “African Gender Research and Postcoloniality: Legacies and Challenges,” pp. 381-397 



bell hooks, “Feminist Spirituality, “ pp. 105-109  & “Visionary Feminism,” pp. 110-118, in Feminism is for Everybody




Paula S. Rothenberg, Part Four, “Whiteness: the power of Resistance,” pp. 115-137

Nov.29---Tue: (Last Day: Introduction & Conclusion)
Writing Assignment #8
***Dec. 6---Mon: Final Exam II & Critical Portfolio Due (5:00 p.m.—at my office)***
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