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Course overview


Through the lens of environmental sociology, this course examines how environmental contamination and environmental health burden are distributed unequally due to one’s race and ethnicity, gender, socioeconomic status, and global position. This course begins with how the environmental movement, which organized in the United States to conserve land and wildlife habitat, was challenged by community activists, who demanded healthy environments where people live, work and play, rather than where they visit. Using a tool kit approach, this course offers a sociological perspective on how pollution is experienced and distributed due to persistent social stratification in national and global places. We also explore how communities have responded, and how they have been successful in confronting entities more powerful politically and economically than themselves.
Writing-to-learn component


This is a writing intensive course that fulfills the Writing across the Curriculum (WAC) requirements. This course is designed to improve your writing skills alongside developing your critical thinking skills and building confidence in both areas. This course also serves as one of two “Gordon Rule” classes at the 2000-4000 level that must be taken after completing ENC 1101 and 1102 or their equivalents. You must achieve a grade of “C” or better to receive credit.

Writing and critical thinking are important components of this course. You will build competence in sociological perspectives on the environment through the practice of applying sociological concepts and paradigms discussed in class to “real world” experiences, events, and phenomena. Expect substantial and substantive feedback to advance your writing and critical thinking skills.
Course objectives

· To think critically of how environmental injustice and health inequality are experienced due to one’s gender, race and ethnicity, socioeconomic status, and global position.
· To apply key sociological concepts to better understanding the national and global distribution of polluted environments and contaminated communities.

· To write critically on the interface between community health, social position, and the environment, which includes where one lives, works and plays.

· To improve your writing skills and writing confidence.

· To learn how to offer substantive and insightful commentary on the writing of others.

Assignments

Exam I: This is an in-class exam consisting of three to four short answer questions. To prepare, sample questions will be distributed one week prior to the exam. Bring blue books to class. This exam is worth 20% of your grade.

Exam II: This is an in-class exam consisting of three to four short answer questions. To prepare, sample questions will be distributed one week prior to the exam. Bring blue books to class. This exam is worth 20% of your grade.

Two short papers: This is a four page paper assignment (double-spaced, 12pt font) [approximately 900-1000 words]. There are two components to this short paper. First, select from the readings of the previous weeks and present and analyze the author(s)’s arguments, perspectives, and/or concepts. Second, apply the key concepts, arguments, and/or perspectives of the selected readings to better understanding or critically analyzing a recent event or phenomenon found in a newspaper article. Attach clip or online printout. Writing guidelines are presented below.
There are three parts to completing this assignment. Each paper is worth a total of 30% of your final grade.
1) Submit your paper on the given date. (5% of total grade.)
2) In-class peer review of another student’s short paper. Guidelines for reviewing another’s written work will be discussed and practiced in class before this assignment. Peer review is not proof-reading. Peer review is offering critical and substantive feedback (5% of total grade.)

3) Revise and rewrite your paper incorporating the reviewer’s comments as well as your own additional insight into writing. Submit your first paper including the reviewer’s comments with your revised paper. (20% of total grade.) 
Grading scale:






Due date:
Short paper I submission


5%


Week
5

In-class peer review of short paper I

5%


Week
5
Revised short paper I 



20%


Week
6
Essay exam I




20%


Week
7
Short paper II 
submission


5%


Week 11
In-class peer review of short paper II

5%


Week 11
Revised short paper II



20%


Week 12
Essay exam II




20%


Week 15







100%

Grading criteria for the papers
:

· Quality of ideas: Present and apply with clarity some of the concepts, perspectives or paradigms of the readings to a newspaper article. Your paper should demonstrate an understanding of the readings, as well as the ability to critically analyze and apply sociological concepts or perspectives to the “real world” as it is constructed in the print media. Demonstrate a better understanding of the newspaper account through the application of sociological perspectives learned in class.
· Organization: Use my suggestions noted below to guide you. For example, have an introductory paragraph, use transitions, construct paragraphs with a point, stay on track (introduce concepts or perspectives that you will apply to the selected newspaper report).

· Sentence structure & grammar: To assist you, use grammar books as well as spelling and grammar check available with most Word programs. William Strunk Jr. and E.B. White’s classic short book on writing style, The Elements of Style, is an excellent guide.
· Application & expression of critical thought: Apply the concepts and perspectives presented in the readings to a selected newspaper article. This is challenging. The idea is to adopt a sociological lens learned in class to better understand and critically analyze an event or phenomenon constructed in a newspaper article. How do the concepts or arguments learned in the readings help you better understand a news report? Discuss whether the readings fail to assist you in critically analyzing points presented in the newspaper.
· Revision: The development of ideas, organization of the paper and application of key concepts have improved extensively and substantively from the original paper.
*****************
Writing Guidelines

Do:
Offer a title.

Have an introductory paragraph that encapsulates your paper for the reader. What should the reader expect from your paper?

Introduce the author’s concepts and arguments in your own words. For concepts, define them in your own words. For example, if you use “SES,” explain what it means. 

Apply the author’s concepts, arguments, and/or presentation to a contemporary event or phenomenon. For example:

· The application of (present theory) informs us how ….. 

· The author’s argument on regarding (describe) sheds light on ….

Typically, three-to-four concepts, arguments or perspectives are sufficient. Too many concepts or arguments (5+) loses depth and offers a superficial address; too few (1 or 2) loses breadth.

Each point should be presented, assessed and applied to the newspaper article.

Feel free to incorporate a personal experience or insight, but if you do, designate it as such.

Conclude your paper in a summary paragraph for the reader. **For example, how does the author’s work help us better understand the article you selected. What have you learned? Why are the author’s concepts important to understanding the “real world.” What does the author’s work fail to explain?
Reference the works that you use.

**If writing is a daunting task for you, consider the assistance of William Strunk Jr. and E.B. White’s classic short book on writing style, The Elements of Style.**

Do not:

Do not use a string of quotes from the reading. Incorporate, present, analyze, interpret, and/or paraphrase the author’s concepts and/or arguments, but do not use quotes. Do not plagiarize, but also do not become dependent on a string of quotes. The reason for this exclusion is that it is too easy to slip into quoting the author, while omitting your own voice.

If you quote from the readings, though I am strongly suggesting you do not, include the page number.

Do not rely on your knowledge below class to write this paper. Rather, use the readings to better inform us of a current event or phenomenon.

Do not cut and paste from online sources. You do not need to use the Internet to interpret the author’s work. Read the assigned book chapters or articles, then write this paper from your understanding of the readings. Again, do not cut and paste from online sources. If you do, it is called plagiarism.

Style suggestions:

One style would be to: 1) introduce one concept; 2) apply it to your selected newspaper article; 3) introduce a second concept; 4) apply it; 5) etc. Then offer a summary.

Another style would be to 1) introduce all the concepts that you will be using; 2) apply each one to your selected newspaper article. Then offer a summary.

*******************
Participation

I expect everyone to contribute to course discussion, ask questions (in class, by email, and/or during office hours), and apply course material to social experiences.
Class Attendance

Attendance will be taken and is likely to improve your understanding, your performance, your writing skills, and your test scores.
Blackboard
Some readings will be posted on Blackboard (http://blackboard.fau.edu) and/or available through the library reserves.

Required texts

Bullard, Robert D. (ed.). 2005. The Quest for Environmental Justice: Human Rights and the Politics of Pollution. San Francisco, CA: Sierra Club Books.

Gottlieb, Robert. 1993. Forcing the Spring: The Transformation of the American Environmental Movement. Washington D. C.: Island Press.
Hofrichter, Richard (ed.). 2002. Toxic Struggles: The Theory and Practice of Environmental Justice. Salt Lake City: The University of Utah Press.

Semester in Review

Course overview

Week 1:
Perspectives in environmental sociology
Week 2: 

Gottlieb: Introduction & Chapter 3. [approx. 47 pgs]
**In-class preparation on how to apply the readings to current events.**

Contemporary environmental movement
Week 3: 

Gottlieb: Chapter 4. [approx. 44 pgs]

Hofrichter: Chapter 1 (Faber and O’Connor) [approx. 10 pgs]

**In-class preparation on how to review another’s writing.**
Environmental justice paradigm

Week 4: 

Hofrichter: Introduction & Chapter 8. [approx. 22 pgs]
Bullard: Chapter 1 [approx. 26 pgs]
**In-class preparation on how to review another’s writing.**

Contaminated communities & grassroots activism
Week 5: 

Gottlieb: Chapter 5. [approx. 44 pgs]
**Short paper I due at the beginning of class.**

**In-class peer review of each other’s paper.**

Week 6: 

Bullard: Chapters 4 (Wright) & 5 (Pastor et al) [approx. 40 pgs]

**Final short paper I due at the beginning of class.**

**Short discussion on how peer review helped you improve your paper.**

**Study guide for Exam I handed out in class.**

EXAM I

Week 7: 

**In-class Exam I. Bring blue books.**
Environmental health inequalities due to gender
Week 8: 

Gottlieb: Chapter 6. [approx. 27 pgs]
Bullard: Chapter 3 (Bullard & Smith). [approx. 21 pgs]

Hofrichter: Chapter 10 (Krauss). [approx. 10 pgs]
Environmental health inequalities due to race & ethnicity

Week 9: 

Gottlieb: Chapter 7. [approx. 34 pgs]
Hofrichter: Chapter 2 (Bullard) & Chapter 12 (Miller). [approx. 21 pgs]
Environmental health inequalities due to SES
Week 10: 
Gottlieb: Chapter 8. [approx. 36 pgs]
Hofrichter: Chapter 15 (Wright and Bullard); Chapter 16 (Chavez): Chapter 17 (Noble); Chapter 18 (Mann). [approx. 32 pgs]

**In-class reminder on how to review another’s writing.**

Native & land use struggles

Week 11: 
Hofrichter: Chapter 9 (LaDuke). [approx. 8 pgs]
Bullard: Chapter 8 (Gedicks) & Chapter 9 (Pena). [approx. 38 pgs]

**Draft of short paper I due at the beginning of class.**

**In-class peer review of each other’s paper.**

Environmental injustice & health burden due to global position

Week 12: 
Hofrichter: Chapter 19 (Weissman); Chapter 20 (Bellow); Chapter 21 (Ritchie); Chapter 22 (Peng). [approx. 40 pgs]

**Final short paper I due at the beginning of class.**

Week 13: 
Bullard: Chapter 11 (Santana); Chapter 12 (Douglas et al): Chapter 13 (McDonald) [approx. 56 pgs]
Week 14: 
Gottlieb: Conclusion (pp. 307-320). [approx. 13 pgs]
Bullard: Chapter 14 (Bullard et al). [approx. 18 pgs]

Hofricher: Chapter 23 (Kiefer and Benjamin). [approx. 10 pgs]
**Study guide for Exam II handed out in class and available on Blackboard.**

EXAM II

Week 15: 

*In-class Exam II. Bring blue books.**
� Developed with assistance from John C. Bean’s “Engaging Ideas” (2001: 259), San Francisco, CA: John Wiley & Sons, Inc.
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