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In this class we explore several intersecting forms of social inequalities in the Caribbean and the global and historical conditions that frame them. The course is organized into five sections:

a) Colonialism-Development-Globalization

b) Negotiating Gender

c) The Construction of Race

d) Workers and Migration

e) Resisting Inequality

Students who complete this course will gain an understanding of the role of the Caribbean in the world-economy and the social inequities that exist in the region.  Through course readings students will be introduced to several theoretical frames that attempt to explain the persistence of inequalities in the Caribbean.  In addition to traditional sociological analyses, students are offered a wide range of readings including journalistic reports, ethnographies, fiction, and policy papers to develop an appreciation of the variance in writing formats, styles, and purposes.  

This is a 6000 word, Gordon rule, writing intensive class.  In this course you will “write to learn” and will complete several writing assignments, formal and informal, that are geared towards developing a critical understanding of the conditions in the Caribbean and gaining an appreciation of yourself as a writer.  To facilitate your progress as a writer and a thinker you will a) work in small groups to share, critique and develop writing assignments, b) hold at least one individual conference with me, and c) partner up with another student with whom you will exchange comments on each other papers as they are developing. The intent of the course is not only to develop your writing skills but also your analytical abilities. 

Required Texts:

Edwidge Dandicat. 1996. Krik? Krak!. Vintage.

C.C. Esteves and L. Paravisini-Gebert. 1991. Green Cane and Juicy Flotsam: Short Stories by Caribbean Women. Rutgers University Press. 

P. Pessar and N.Foner. 1996. Visa For A Dream: Dominicans in the United States. Allyn and Bacon.  

A. Stepick and N. Foner. 1997. Pride Against Prejudice: Haitian Americans in the United States. Allyn and Bacon.

Reading Packet (RP) on reserve at library. 

Recommended Texts:

Bonham C. Richardson. 1992. The Caribbean in the Wider World 1492-1992, A Regional Geography. Cambridge University Press.

Thomas Klak. 1997. Globalization and Neo-Liberalism: The Caribbean Context. Rowman and Littlefield Publihers.

Mimi Sheller. 2003. Consuming Caribbean. Routledge.

Course Requirements and Breakdown of Grade:

	Requirements:


	Grade Breakdown by Percent:


	Due Dates:

	Participation, Attendance, Confidente Notebook


	10 
	Every class meeting



	Meeting with Dr. Karides


	Required
	Mar. 4 

	Reading Responses
	10
	Jan. 21, Feb. 15, Mar. 3, 

Mar. 31, Apr. 21



	Informal Essays
	10
	Feb. 16, Mar. 17



	Exam Essay Draft
	5
	Apr. 12



	Exam Essay Final


	15
	Apr. 14



	Research Paper Proposal
	5
	Feb. 22



	Research Paper Theory Sketch 


	5
	Mar. 15



	Research Paper Theory Section
	10
	Apr. 5



	Research Paper Draft
	10
	Apr. 19



	Research Paper Final
	20
	Apr. 28



	Portfolio
	Required


	Apr. 28


Description of Assignments

Attendance and Participation:  Class attendance is required. For full credit you are expected to come to class prepared to discuss the readings. You need to be tolerant of the perspectives of others and present your perspective in a thoughtful and considerate manner.  Although I encourage debate and discussion, I expect students to maintain an intellectual rather than a personal level of discourse.

Meeting: A sign up sheet for scheduling a meeting with me will be distributed at the end of January. You should come to the meeting with a one to two page self-evaluation of your writing and learning progress that we will use as the basis of our discussion. This meeting is mandatory and required for the completion of a Gordon rule course.

Confidente Notebook (5 pages): You and your partner will document each other’s writing patterns and habits with emphasis on the areas you want to develop. You can consider your partner a confidente who will assist you in keeping track of your growth as a writer.

Response Papers (5 pages):  Each week you will seek an article from a major newspaper preferably, The New York Times, Miami Herald, Sun Sentinel, or the locally based, New Times that relates to our area of study. You will write a one-page response that focuses on the main issue raised in the article.  These will be due after we have had some discussion on the topic so you may analyze and critique the article based on the information and perspectives you have reviewed in class.  We will use these response papers for small group discussions. 

Informal essays (6 pages): You will complete two informal essays, each a three-page response to two or three stories from one of the collection of short stories we will be reading in class.  The purpose of these essays is to reflect on the short stories as they relate to your changing perception of the Caribbean.  These assignments are to provoke discovery through the fiction writings of Caribbean authors and will be shared in class. 

Research Paper (5-6 pages): Throughout the course you will be developing a five or six-page paper that investigates a form of inequality in a Caribbean nation you are interested in learning more about (with the exception of Haiti and Jamaica).  Gender, race, sexual orientation, class inequality are all worthy of investigation but you are free to develop your own parameters and combinations.  You are required to hand in a one page proposal that includes a thesis statement—a clear indication of your topic of study and what you propose that your analysis of this topic will render.  I will return proposals promptly with comments to assist you in the development of your paper.  The second stage of the assignment is sketching out your theoretical frame for your analysis of inequality.  We will devote two classes to brainstorming on theory application in which you will work in small groups organized by topic.  For the first session you should arrive with an informal sketch of what you plan to theoretically investigate and for the second session you will have prepared a draft of the theory section of your paper. A draft of the final paper will be reviewed and returned to you so that you can make necessary changes before submitting the final draft.  `
    

Take home exam (4 pages): You will respond with four to six double spaced pages to one of several essay questions that will be handed out towards the end of the semester. This assignment requires you to synthesize the course knowledge you gained.  A draft of the final will be due before the end of the semester. You will have an opportunity to share your exam essay in small groups and make revisions before submitting the exam to me on the last day of class. 

Portfolio: Your portfolio is a unique requirement of writing across the discipline courses.  It is an opportunity to compile your writing assignments, evaluate your progress, and develop as a writer and as a critical thinker. In addition to all the assignments listed above, you will include two self-evaluations.  One that you will have submitted during your meeting with me and the second written at the close of the semester and presented as the cover sheet of your portfolio.  These evaluations, one to two pages in length, should be written as a letter to me and describe your writing strengths, the improvements you seek to make, particularly in terms of grammatical and organizational skills, and provide a reflection on your relationship to writing.  At the end of the semester you will submit two copies of your portfolio.   

Grading Criteria


All writing assignments whether graded or ungraded should be complete and demonstrate thoughtfulness and care.  While the emphasis in grading is on substance or content I also expect a high quality presentation of assignments. This requires several rereadings of your papers to refine organization and flow and address grammatical  and typographical errors. Before handing in assignments you should ask yourself the following questions:

a) Have I fully and clearly addressed all aspects of the assignment?  Do I include introductory and conclusionary sections or remarks and provide a clear indication of the focus, thesis, or topic of the assignment?

b) How thoughtful is my assignment? Have I considered the various issues at play or what theories are most interesting to me and why? (tip: start thinking about a writing assignments such as the informal essays or theory paper before you actually start writing—for instance when you are driving or walking to class, sitting in front of a TV, etc.  This way you will have to spend less time sitting in front of a computer screen thinking about what you want to write and instead can just start writing!) 

c) Does my assignment draw from and address the topics, debates, and readings we have discussed in class? How does my writing advance my understanding of Caribbean inequalities?

d) Have I reread my assignment for organization and flow and corrected any grammatical or typographical errors?

All grades are dependent on the submission of the final portfolio and a meeting with me. The proposal, draft, and final of the theory paper and the final of the essay exam will receive grades.  Other assignments will receive full credit unless they are impartial or demonstrate a lack of effort and intent.  All assignments are expected on the date due with points lost for each day submission is delayed. You will be given more details on each of the assignments in a timely manner.  If you miss class be sure to check with your classmates or me.  I retain the right to adjust the syllabus as I determine necessary. 

Course Schedule

	January 11


	Introductions, review of syllabus



	
	Colonialism-Development-Globalization 



	January 13
	“The Caribbean in the Wider World” (1992) B. Richardson

Glossary of terms



	January 18
	“Thirteen Theses on Globalization and Neoliberalism” (2003) T. Klak 



	January 20
	‘How States Sell Their Country and Their People” (2003) T. Klak and G. Myers

Response Paper 1 due



	January 25
	Film: Life and Debt


	January 27
	“Tasting the Tropics: From Sweet Tooth to Banana Wars”(2003) M. Sheller



	February 1
	“US. Foreign Policy and Grenada” (1984) C. Hamilton

Writing Workshop 1



	
	Negotiating Gender



	February 3
	“Responsibility Without Authority: the Growing Burden for Women in the Caribbean” (1997) J. Knippers

Green Cane and Juicy Flotsam: Short Stories by Caribbean Women (1991) C.C. Esteves and L. Paravisini-Gebert



	February 8
	Independent meetings with confidente



	February 10
	“Flirting in the Factory” K. Yelvington (1993)

1st Informal Essay Due



	February 15
	Gender “Matrifocality, Power, and Gender Relations in Jamaica” (1993) M. Prior

Reading Response 2 Due



	February 17
	“Designing Women: Corporate Discipline and Barbados’s Off-Shore Pink-Collar Sector” (1997) C. Freeman



	February 22
	Green Cane and Juicy Flotsam: Short Stories by Caribbean Women. (1991) C.C. Esteves and L. Paravisini-Gebert



	
	The Construction of Race



	February 24
	“Orienting the Caribbean: When East is West” M. Sheller

“Report from the Bahamas”   (1998) J. Jordan



	March 1
	“Whose Solution is It? Development Ideology and the Work of Micro-Entreprenuers in Caribbean Context” (2005) M. Karides

Writing Workshop 2



	March 3
	“Haiti’s Nightmare and the Lessons of History” (1994) M. Trouillot

Reading Response 3 Due



	March 8
	Spring Break, No class



	March 10
	Spring Break, No class



	March 15
	Krik? Krak! E. Dandicat (1996)

Writing Workshop 3

Theoretical Sketch Due



	March 
17
	Film: Once There Was A Country: Revisiting Haiti
2nd Informal Essay due



	
	Workers and Migration

 

	March 22
	Pride Against Prejudice: Haitian Americans in the United States (1997) A.Stepick and N. Foner



	March 24
	“Diaspora, Migration, and Development in the Caribbean” (2004) K. Nurse

“Caribbean Immigrants and the Sociology of Race and Ethnicity: Limits of the Assimilation Perspective” R. Ostine



	March 29
	Visa For A Dream: Dominicans in the United States (1996) P. Pessar and N.Foner

Reading Response 4 Due



	March 31
	“Yo Misma Fui Mi Ruta” (I Was My Own Path) (1996) T. 

Amott and J. Matthei



	April 5
	“Social Theory: Its Uses and Pleasures” (1993) C. Lemert

Writing Workshop 4

Theory Section Draft due



	April 7
	“Miami’s Two Informal Sectors” (1989) A. Stepick

Final Essay Exam Distributed 



	
	Resisting Inequalities



	April 12
	“A Way of Seeing: Culture as Political Expression in the Works of C.L.R. James" (1992)

Draft of Final Essay Exam Due



	April 14
	“Politics and Play: Sport, Social Movements, and Decolonization in Cuba and the British West Indies” (2001) J.R. Perales

Final Essay Exam Due



	April 19
	Writing Workshop 5

Theory Paper Draft Due 



	April 21
	“Linking Local Efforts with Global Struggle: Trinidad’s National Union of Domestic Employees” (2001) M. Karides

Response Paper 5 Due



	April 26
	“Rasta, Reggae, and Cultural Resistance”  (1987) H. Cambell



	April 28
	Portfolios Due

Theory Paper Due


