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Office hours: Tuesday AM 9:30 to 12:30, and at other times by appointment

Course Description: Focuses on research as an essential component of nursing as a professional system.  Relationship between theory development, research and the practice of nursing are examined.  Knowledge, skills and values necessary for critical analysis of conceptual and technical aspects of research reports are emphasized

COURSE OBJECTIVES:  Upon completion of NUR 4165, the student will be able to:

1 Examine the images of nurse and nursing in research from multiple perspectives

a. Discuss the historical development and future of nursing research

b. Describe the nurse’s role in research

c. Explain the characteristics of the scientific method

2 Express an understanding of nursing as a discipline in research situations

a. Discuss philosophical approaches to nursing research

b. Describe the stages of the research process

c. Explain the characteristics of qualitative and quantitative research

d. Understand the purpose of the research critique

e. Use evaluation guidelines to critique components of published research articles

3 Express an understanding of scholarly inquiry as essential to nursing as a profession:

a. Discuss the development of ethical codes

b. Understand the purpose of institutional review boards

c. Identify the components of informed consent

4 Develop an understanding of wholeness of persons connected with others and the environment through caring in research situations

a. Discuss the function of nursing theory

b. Describe the purpose of theory in a research study

c. Identify selected caring research literature

d. Understand the purpose of hypotheses and research questions in research

5 Demonstrate an understanding of nursing as nurturing the wholeness of others through caring

a. Identify principles and techniques for using the results of research to improve nursing practice

b. Demonstrate an understanding of the role of the baccalaureate nursing in research utilization in clinical practice.
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READINGS AND REQUIRED TEXTS: 

Polit, D.F., Beck, C.T. (2008). Essentials of Nursing Research, seventh edition. Philadelphia: Lippincott Williams & Wilkins. ISBN: 978-0-7817-8153-4.

American Psychological Association (2001). Publication Manual of the American Psychological 

Association (5th ed.). Washington, DC: American Psychological Association.
Additional readings from the current nursing literature will be identified on Blackboard.

TEACHING STRATEGIES: 
      

Assigned readings, essay examinations, scholarly writing, interactive activities, and discussion

EVALUATION METHODS:


	ASSIGNMENT
	% OF TOTAL GRADE
	DATE DUE

	Draft of Synthesis Paper 
	5 % of Total Grade
	See Course Schedule on Blackboard

	Peer Review of Synthesis Paper
	5% of Total Grade
	See Course Schedule on Blackboard

	Revised Synthesis Paper
	15% of Total Grade
	See Course Schedule on Blackboard

	Research Critique Draft
	10 % of Total Grade
	See Course Schedule on Blackboard

	Revised Research Critique
	15 % of Total Grade
	See Course Schedule on Blackboard

	Student Presentation
	10 % of Total Grade
	See Course Schedule on Blackboard

	Midterm Examination
	15 % of Total Grade
	October 6, 2009

	Final Examination 
	15 % of Total Grade
	As scheduled by university

	Class Participation
	10 % of Total Grade
	


GRADING SCALE:


	93-100 = A
	77-79 = C+
	60-62 = D-

	90-92 = A-
	73-76 = C
	0 – 59 = F

	87-89 = B+
	70-72 = C-
	

	83-86 = B
	67-69 = D+
	

	80-82 = B-
	63-66 = D
	


*Grade below C is not passing in the Undergraduate program.
GRADING:

Your work is evaluated on the quality of writing and evidence of knowledge and application of the material covered in the course content.  The quality of the effort that is evident in your work and your ability to provide evidence of your growing knowledge of nursing research and integration of the College of Nursing philosophy into your work is the basis of grading your work. 
COURSE POLICIES AND PROCEDURES:

· The final examination is cumulative.

· Written assignments are to be professional papers in APA format. 

· Writing assignments are due on the date specified by the faculty on the Course Schedule located on Blackboard site. Late submissions: 5 points will be deducted for each day after the due date that the work is submitted including weekends and holidays (up to 1 week). No credit will be given after 1 week of due date. If the student is unable to submit an individual assignment on time, arrangements must be made with the course faculty in advance of the due date. No extensions are granted on or after the due date, and no work will be accepted after the last class day of the semester (see university calendar for the last day of class). 

· There will be no alternative assignments. 
· Assignments should be submitted through “Turn-it-in” on Blackboard site. 
· Class announcements and course documents will be posted on Blackboard. It is the student’s responsibility to check the site periodically for updates.
· You are responsible to complete assignments as outlined in the assignment guidelines and for submitting in the proper format as scheduled on the course outline (see Backboard site under “Assignments”). 
· Students are reminded that the College of Nursing Professional Statement and the FAU policies as stated in the undergraduate catalogue related to academic integrity, student conduct, course withdrawal, incomplete grades and other items as described in the catalogue, apply to all course activities and assignments.
· Students are expected to attend class and to participate in class activities and discussions. Attendance/participation points will be earned each week for attendance and assigned activities. Brief writing activities will be part of the participation grade and are intended to serve as a source of scholarly dialogue and sharing. To earn full credit your writing needs to demonstrate critical thinking, thoughtful reflection, and application of course concepts, appropriate spelling, grammar and sentence structure, originality and timeliness. No hand written assignments will be accepted. Assistance with writing is available through the FAU Center for Excellence in Writing located in Social Science 107. To make an appointment follow this link: http://www.fau.edu/UCEW
DIABILITY STATEMENT: The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) requires the provision of reasonable accommodations to any individual who advises faculty and the University of a documented physical or mental disability. If you require special accommodations due to such a disability to properly execute course work, you must register with the FAU Office of Students with disabilities (OSD) located in the Boca Raton campus library, room 175, phone (561)297-3880 or in Davie, MODI, phone (954)236-1222. Please arrange a meeting with your course faculty. All OSD procedures must be followed for you to receive the special accommodations.

USE OF STUDENT MATERIALS: The College of Nursing may use students' course-related materials for legitimate institutional purposes, such as accreditation, university review process, state board review process, etc. In such cases, the material will be used within the College and University. Thus, you may be asked by the instructor in a course to submit some course materials in duplicate. 
HONOR CODE: The University policy regarding academic integrity is enforced in this course. For further information refer to the Student Handbook, Florida Administrative Code, Section 6C5-4.001 Honor Code, Academic Irregularities, and Students’ Academic Grievances http://www.fau.edu/gr-cat/acadpolicies.pdf. Adherence to the Honor Code for academic honesty is a professional competency and an expectation of all students. The University has a contract with "Turn-it-in" a plagiarism and copyright violation detection program. Papers will be submitted to this service for review and analysis. If a paper is deemed to not be the student's original work the consequences may include but not be limited to a grade of F on the assignment, a grade of F in the course, documentation of plagiarism in the student's academic record and/or dismissal from the college of nursing and/or the university
Course Schedule 
The course calendar on Blackboard (under “assignments”) provides information about weekly topics, learning activities, evaluation outcomes, due dates and the potential points available for each assignment.  Specific guidelines including where to post your work, specific performance expectations and other details are outlined in the weekly content units.  The potential points column indicates the maximum number of points you may earn.  Points earned are determined by the quality of work submitted for the designated assignment.  Work that is not submitted as described in the weekly assignment guidelines, is posted to the wrong area in the course, is submitted late, or in other ways deviates from the assignment guidelines will receive no points.  
This is designated as a WAC (Writing Across the Curriculum) course which is a writing intensive course.  Students will participate in weekly writing activities to facilitate learning.  Writing to learn activities will include critical thinking exercises, writing and revision of your work, scholarly dialogue, reader reactions and peer reviews.  Formal writing assignments will include a critique of published nursing research studies, a written literature review, a presentation of an evidence based nursing practice guideline and a written monograph of the developed evidence-based nursing practice guideline.  To successfully complete the course, the student must submit a satisfactory writing portfolio (2 copies) and engage in a final evaluation conference with the faculty.


Please refer to the university catalogue for specific criteria for writing Across the Curriculum Course: � HYPERLINK "http://www.fau.edu/academic/registrar/univcatalog/CombDegreeReq.pdf" ��http://www.fau.edu/academic/registrar/univcatalog/CombDegreeReq.pdf� 


If this class is selected to participate in the university-wide WAC assessment program, you will be required to access the online assessment server, complete the consent form and survey, and submit electronically a first and final draft of a near-end-of-term paper.














