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Course Description

This course introduces students to the elements of drama, tracing several periods of drama, ranging from the origins of drama in ancient Greece and Shakespearean theatre to contemporary plays.  The course will provide students with the tools to sharpen their critical skills in reading, analyzing, and writing, while exploring the fundamental elements of plays—such as theme, plot, setting, characterization, and diction—in individual and in co-creative projects.

This writing intensive course serves as one of two "Gordon Rule" classes at the 2000-4000 level that must be taken after completing ENC 1101 and 1102 or their equivalents. You must achieve a grade of "C" (not C-minus) or better to receive credit. Furthermore, this class meets the University-wide Writing Across the Curriculum (WAC) criteria, which expects you to improve your writing over the course of the term. The University’s WAC program promotes the teaching of writing across all levels and all disciplines. Writing-to-learn activities have proven effective in developing critical thinking skills, learning discipline-specific content, and understanding and building competence in the modes of inquiry and writing for various disciplines and professions.


This course is also apart of the University’s General Education Curriculum and partially fulfills the Foundations of Creative Expressions category of the curriculum.  Students fulfilling the Creative Expression requirement will demonstrate an understanding of:


1. One or more forms/genres of creative expression;


2. The theory or methods behind the creative expression;


3. The social, cultural, or historical context of the creative expression(s).

WAC Assessment

If this class is selected to participate in the university-wide WAC assessment program, you will be required to access the online assessment server, complete the consent form and survey, and submit electronically a first and final draft of a near-end-of-term paper.
Required Texts

· The Compact Bedford Introduction to Drama, Sixth Edition. 
Recommended Additional Texts

· A handbook on MLA Style, a writer’s handbooks, and a recent college dictionary.

Additional Material Needed 

· 1 folder or notebook for class notes

· FAU email account (E-mail communication with you will take place via your FAU e-mail account only) 

· 1 flash drive (or other portable, electronic storage device) to save drafts and papers
Compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (A.D.A.) 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) - Students who require special accommodations due to a disability to properly execute coursework must register with the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD) located in Boca - SU 133 (561-297-3880), in Davie - MOD I (954-236-1222), or in Jupiter - SR 117 (561-799-8585) and follow all OSD procedures.

Attendance 

You are expected to be present for all class sessions, to be on time, and to be well prepared for class. In-class writings, peer reviews, and quizzes missed due to absences or tardiness cannot be made up. More than two weeks’ worth of absences, excused or unexcused, will result in an F unless you successfully apply for a grade of W.  So, five or more absences will result in an F.  Being late to class three times counts as one absence.

General Policies and Class Etiquette

· Preparedness: Be sure to have read all assigned readings thoroughly; this means having read each text at least twice and knowing the assigned reading in depth. I strongly recommend you mark the text and take reading notes to facilitate selecting passages for class discussions and response papers. In-class writings and discussions will be based on a close analysis of the assigned readings, so you must bring your own copy of the assigned text and your reading responses to each class meeting.

· Punctuality: Come to class on time. If you are not present at the start of class, you will be considered tardy. If you are more than 15 minutes late, you will be listed as absent. Like arriving late, leaving class early may affect your in-class grade.

· Active participation: Since this course is designed to form a community of readers and writers, your active contribution to class discussions, peer editing workshops, and team assignments is important.  

· Class conduct: You are expected to give the class your complete attention and to actively engage in all class activities, and to treat all members of the class community respectfully.  If you disrupt class in any way, I may ask you to leave. 

· Courtesy: Please turn phones, iPods, and all other unnecessary electronic devices off before class. 

·  Honor Code: Students at Florida Atlantic University are expected to maintain the highest ethical standards. Academic dishonesty, including cheating and plagiarism, is considered a serious breach of these ethical standards, because it interferes with the University mission to provide a high quality education in which no student enjoys an unfair advantage over any other. Academic dishonesty is also destructive of the University community, which is grounded in a system of mutual trust and places high value on personal integrity and individual responsibility. Harsh penalties are associated with academic dishonesty. For more information, see: http://www.fau.edu/regulations/chapter4/4.001_Honor_Code.pdf.
Late Work

I expect you to turn in all your work on time. All assigned papers are due at the beginning of class, and late papers will not be accepted.  First drafts (when assigned) are considered a part of the assignment; they are required and must be turned in on time.

Guidelines for Papers 

All take-home writing assignments must:

· use MLA style

· be typed in Times New Roman 12 font  

· be double-spaced

· Have one-inch margins

· be stapled or paper-clipped

All work you turn in must demonstrate a sincere effort on your part to construct a clear thesis and develop your argument logically in a well-organized essay, with support of major points by specific examples and quotations from the text. Ideally, the papers should present fresh, creative approaches based on your own ideas. All work should be free of mechanical errors and be thoroughly proofread.
Response Papers 

Throughout the course, you will respond to assigned reading questions in short, one-page papers (300) words, typed and double-spaced. These shorter papers are designed to encourage critical reading and interpretation of the text while directing the student’s attention to the themes and conflicts in the readings as well as the intellectual and cultural assumptions apparent within the plays.  These responses will be used as catalysts for class discussions on the readings and as foundations for the longer paper assignments.  Response papers will be evaluated based on the student’s ability to demonstrate critical reading and interpretation through clear, focused writing that answers the specific questions or follows the instructions from the prompt; response papers need to find and use the most relevant textual evidence (quotes) and analyze (interpret) that evidence to prove an argument that follows the given assignment.  Response papers, like Formal Papers, will receive a letter grade based on the grading criteria attached to this syllabus.
Formal Papers: Drafts and Revisions 
You will write two longer, analytical papers of 4 pages (1000 words) and one longer (term) paper of 6-8 pages (1500-2000 words). In these longer papers, you will develop an original, specific, focused, interpretive argument that is persuasively proven through use of relevant textual evidence (quotes) and clear, thorough analysis of that textual evidence.  Your interpretation will be focused on elements of literature or drama such as symbolism, motifs, themes, conflicts, etc.  You are encouraged to critique the readings’ apparent intellectual and cultural assumptions in these formal papers.  (You are also encouraged to recognize the intellectual and cultural assumptions present in your own writing).  In the final paper, you will re-revise and extend one of the two papers, either providing a focused interpretive comparison of two plays or by expanding your interpretation of one play. For all papers, a first draft must be brought to class on the due date. After receiving comments, you will revise the first draft before you submit it to me on the day the revision is due. 

Revisions are substantial re-workings of the original draft, based on the input of your peer editors, my comments, and your own new or reworked ideas. Simply correcting mechanical issues that have been pointed out is not revision and will not result in improving your grade for the paper. Revising involves rethinking and reorganizing your argument and its supportive parts. 

Scene Production (Group Performance)

Drama is a genre intended for creative performance. We will incorporate this aspect by including a group assignment that asks you to stage a scene from one play on our reading list. Your team will perform a selected scene (8-12 minutes). A short two-page paper describing the rationale of the scene set-up and its focus must be turned in before or on the day of your scene production.  Do not simply act out the scene; instead, base your scene interpretation on one particular aspect of dramatic elements. For instance, you could highlight period-specific aspects, focus on a specific dramatic element, or adapt a scene from a classic play for a contemporary audience.  You are encouraged to be creative in setting up the scene, but must also heed classroom facilities and university regulations and aim at informing class about one particular aspect of the scene. Further instructions regarding this assignment, including the equal participation and involvement of all team members, will be given before the start of the project. 

Class Participation

Class activities are designed to help students fulfill the requirements of the course.   Participation is essential to success in this class and is a substantial part of the final grade.  We will be reading and discussing portions of the plays in class, and informal group presentations will be required for each of the readings.  

Plagiarism

All your course work must be the result of your own ideas, creativity, and research. Plagiarism is a serious breach of academic honesty and a form of theft. It means presenting the work of someone else as if it were your own, i.e., without properly acknowledging sources.  These sources include any type of publications, Internet material, and unpublished work of other students. All sources that you use must be properly documented by giving credit to the source(s). Plagiarism can take several forms: (1) Using someone else’s words without enclosing them in quotation marks and identifying the author and the work cited; (2) putting someone else’s original ideas in your own words without identifying the author and the work cited; and (3) presenting new, unique, or unusual ideas and facts that are not the result of your own investigations or creativity without identifying whose they are. 

Plagiarism in any form is unacceptable, and the consequences for this act are serious: Plagiarized work will result in a failing grade for this course, a permanent notation on the student’s transcript, and can warrant, upon the second offense, expulsion from the university. Play it safe and cite all sources properly.  If you are uncertain whether you are making proper use of sources, consult your instructor in advance. 
Grading Scale

100-94: A
90-93: A-
87-89:  B+
84-86: B 
80-83: B-  
77-79: C+ 

74-76: C
73-70: C-
67-69:  D+
64-66: D
63-60: C-
59 and below: F

Grade Distribution 

Paper 1
 (with draft and revision)

15%
  



Paper 2
 (with draft and revision)

20%




Final Paper (draft and revision)

25%



Four Response Papers


10%
Quizzes




10%



Group Performance w/ short paper
10%

Daily Class Participation


10%



COURSE SCHEDULE
Please note: All dates are due dates, i.e., you must have read the indicated play selections and other texts for the dates listed and have responded to the assigned readings in short response papers. All readings refer to the course reader unless noted otherwise. I reserve the right to adjust the course schedule, in case any changes in the schedule should become necessary.  

Aug 24

Syllabus and Introductions

Aug 26

Read “Introduction: Thinking about Drama”; Discussion of key points from Introduction / Keys to Academic Writing
Aug 31

Read “Greek Drama” (30-40) and Lysistrata (80-92).  Be prepared for a Quiz on the first half of Lysistrata.
Background info./In-Class reading/Discuss Response Papers
Sep 02

Read Lysistrata (92-103)

Response One Due (250 words)
Group Work: Interpretation of Lysistrata

Sep 07

No class – Labor Day

Sep 09

Film Women in Classical Greek Drama & Continued Discussion of Lysistrata

Sep 14

Read “Renaissance Drama” (154-166) and A Midsummer Night’s Dream (167-182).  Be prepared for a Quiz on the first two acts of the play.

Background info./In-Class Reading/Discuss Response Papers

Sep 16

Read A Midsummer Night’s Dream (182-200)

Response Two Due (250 words)

Group Work and Discussion: Interpretation of Shakespeare

Sep 21

Start reading ahead in Tartuffe (286-314)
Film and Cont’d Discussion of Shakespeare/Discuss Paper One

Sep 23

Read Tartuffe 

Be prepared for a quiz

Class Discussion of Tartuffe
Sep 28

First Draft of Paper One Due (1000 words)
Continue discussion of Tartuffe and Paper One

Sep 30

First Drafts returned.  Discuss Papers/Peer Review.
Oct 05

Paper One Due (1000 words)
Movie.

Oct 07

Read “19th Century Drama” (378-391) and The Importance of Being Earnest (490-502).  Be prepared for a Quiz.

Background info./ In-Class Reading/ Discuss Response Paper

Oct 12

Read the remainder of The Importance of Being Earnest (502-517)
Response Three Due (250 words)
Group Work and Discussion

Oct 14

Cont’d Discussion of Wilde

Oct 19

Discuss Group Performances and Paper Two.  Read 20th Century Drama (550-566) and start working ahead on Six Characters...(567-591)

Oct 21

Read Six Characters in Search of an Author.  Be Prepared for a quiz.
Background info./ In-Class Reading/ Discuss Response Paper

Oct 26

Response Four Due (250 words) Group Work/Interpretation of Six Characters...

Oct 28

Read Fences (876-908). Be prepared for a quiz.

Background info./ In-Class Reading/ 

Nov 02
Discussion of Fences/ Paper Two Reminder/Discussion of Final Paper

Nov 04

First Draft Paper Two Due (1000 words)

Movie and/or Groups work on Performance 

Nov 09

Drafts returned; discuss Papers. Groups work on performances.

Nov 11

 Paper Two Due (1000 words) – optional extension until Monday.  Final Paper reminder.  Groups work on performances.

Nov 16

Rehearsal

Nov 18 and 23

Group Performances.
Nov 25

Discuss Final Papers/ Thesis Workshop

Nov 30

First Draft Final Paper Due (1500-2000 words)

Revision Workshop

Dec 02

Peer Editing/ Workshop

First Draft Returned. Semester wrap-up.

Dec 07 

FINAL Paper Due

Attachment I: Grading Criteria for Formal Papers

Evaluations of students’ papers will be based on the following grading criteria, based on the grading criteria for upper –division l, as established by the English Department: 

Criteria for Evaluating Papers in LIT 2010 / LIT 2030 / LIT 2040:

The SUPERIOR (A) Paper

· Addresses the question or prompt fully

· Demonstrates substantial comprehension of relevant material

· Shows substantial depth, complexity, and creativity of thought

· Demonstrates very clear and coherent organization

· Develops arguments fully with ample support details

· Demonstrates superior control of diction, grammar, syntactic variety, and mechanical issues

· Displays excellent handling of MLA-style conventions 

· Shows superior integration of source material and source documentation

The STRONG (B) Paper

· Addresses the question or prompt substantially, yet not fully

· Demonstrates good comprehension of relevant material

· Shows depth, complexity, and creativity of thought

· Demonstrates clear organization

· Develops arguments with good supporting details

· Demonstrates good control of diction, grammar, syntactic variety, and transitions

· Displays effective handling of MLA-style conventions

· Shows effective integration of source material and documentation of sources

The COMPETENT (C) Paper

· Adequately addresses the question or prompt

· Demonstrates adequate understanding of relevant material 

· Shows clarity of thought but may treat the topic simplistically or repetitively, and/or may need some more complexity of ideas 

· Demonstrates adequate organization

· Develops arguments adequately, with some detail

· Demonstrates adequate facility with syntax, grammar, mechanics, and usage but contains some errors 

· Displays generally competent handling of MLA-style conventions

· Shows proper integration of sources and documentation of sources 

The INADEQUATE (D and below) Paper 

· May distort or neglect parts of the question or prompt, and/or

· Fails to comprehend relevant material

· Lacks clarity of thought or demonstrates confused or simplistic thinking and/or

· Lacks adequate organization, and/or 

· Fails to provide adequate or appropriate details to support major ideas, or may provide details without tying them in to general ideas, and/or

· Demonstrates significant patterns of errors in language, syntax, or mechanics

· Displays insufficient handling of MLA-style conventions

· Shows inadequate integration and/or documentation of sources or lacks integration and/or documentation of sources
