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HIS 3152, Honors Historiography: Methods and Theory
HC 116, Mon. & Wed., 11:00a.m.-12:20 p.m.

Prof. C. B. Strain

Wilkes Honors College, Florida Atlantic U.

Office Hours: HC 103, Mon. &

Fall 2010
Tues., 2:00-5:00 p.m.

History, n.  An account mostly false, of events mostly unimportant, which are brought about by rulers mostly knaves, and soldiers mostly fools.
--Ambrose Bierce

This upper-level course is an introduction to historiography: the history of history as a discipline.  It is designed to introduce history majors to a wide variety of historians and their approaches, and to give students practice as historians themselves.  The course encompasses several intersecting and overlapping aspects of the historian’s craft: philosophy, theory, methods, research, sources, analysis, and writing.

Please note that it is NOT an introductory-level course.  It is intended for those intending to major in history; students are expected to have taken several college-level history courses before enrolling in this course.  Unlike other undergraduate courses in history, this course is not a study of the past, per se, nor does it cover a particular period or place.  Instead, it is a study of the philosophy of history, investigative techniques, and the mechanics of historical research.  It is a content-neutral course; that is, while you may learn specific factual information about the professor’s field of expertise (in this case, U. S. history), this information is comparatively unimportant.  The overall objective of the course is for you to appreciate and understand the study of history as an academic discipline in order to prepare you for future success as a scholar in this field; accordingly, the course will provide a research practicum during which students will be able to use what they have learned as historians.

Furthermore, as a Writing Across the Curriculum (WAC) course (see below), this course works from the understanding that writing plays an indispensable role in student learning; accordingly, students will have frequent and significant opportunities to write, revise, and discuss certain assignments.  It is a writing-intensive course (with a target of 5000 words); writing assignments count for more than 50% of the course grade.

Writing Across the Curriculum (WAC):  

WAC courses are designed explicitly to utilize writing for engaging course content, or what some writing experts refer to as “writing-to-learn.”  Writing-to-learn involves 1) developing increased understanding and proficiency in and through writing assignments, 2) acquiring course content, 3) understanding accepted disciplinary forms, discourses, and values, 4) and revising to explore, reconsider, and strengthen the written presentation of concepts and ideas.


This writing-intensive course serves as one of two Gordon Rule courses at the 2000-4000 level that must be taken after completing ENC 1101 and 1102 or their equivalents.  Each student much achieve a grade of “C” (not C minus) or better to receive credit.  Furthermore, this course meets the university-wide WAC criteria, which necessitate writing improvement over the course of the term.  FAU’s WAC program promotes the teaching of writing across all levels and all disciplines.  Writing-to-learn activities have proven effective in developing critical thinking skills, in learning discipline-specific content, and in understanding (and building competence in) the modes of inquiry and writing for interdisciplinary inquiry.

If this class is selected to participate in the university-wide WAC assessment program, students will be required to access the online assessment server, complete the consent form and survey, and submit electronically a first and final draft of a near-end-of-term paper.
Note of Honors Distinction:  This course differs substantially from the non-Honors version.   First, the writing component of the course will be much more demanding, and will prepare students for upper-division college writing and for work on the Honors Thesis.  Students will be exposed to vocabulary of a specifically theoretical nature, and will be expected to comprehend these new concepts and to deploy these new terms in their own critical thinking and writing.  In addition, we will begin professionalizing our own readings and analyses of these texts.  Students will be expected to familiarize themselves with the history and the ongoing critical and scholarly conversation about these works.  Most importantly, this course will reflect the interdisciplinary nature of Honors education and will inculcate critical attitudes and skills that will teach you how to learn for yourself.

TEXTS:

Required:

Mark Gilderhus, History and Historians: A Historiographical Introduction 6th ed. (2007) 

Mary Lynn Rampolla, A Pocket Guide to Writing in History 6th ed. (2010)

Michael Wallace, Mickey Mouse History and Other Essays on American Memory (1996)

Alun Munslow, Deconstructing History (1998)

Gerald Graff & Cathy Birkenstein, They Say / I Say: The Moves That Matter in

Academic Writing (2006)

Jenny Presnell, The Information-Literate Historian: A Guide to Research for History Students

(2006)

Recommended:

Muriel Harris, The Writer’s FAQs: A Pocket Handbook 

SCHEDULE:

Week 1:  Introduction

Focus (8/23):
What is History?



Historical Consciousness: Thinking through Time

Focus (8/25):
Ancient History: Time as Cyclical





Greek & Roman Historical Thought: Herodotus, Thucydides,






Polybius, Livy, Tacitus

Readings:  
Gilderhus, History and Historians, iv-29

Week 2:  The Roots of Western History


Focus (8/30):
Medieval Historical Writing: St. Augustine, Gregory of Tours





The Renaissance & Reformation: Humanism










The Eighteenth Century: Voltaire, Vico, Kant, Gibbon



Focus (9/1):
The Nineteenth Century: Burke, Hegel, Ranke, Marx, Turner,




Comte

The Twentieth Century: Croce, Woodson, Spengler, Collingwood,

Toynbee



Readings:
Gilderhus, History and Historians, pp. 30-51; 52-116

Week 3:  The Roots of Western History (cont’d.)



Labor Day (9/6)
:  No Class

Focus (9/8):
The Philosophy of History (Kant, Heidegger)

Objectivity & Subjectivity: History as Science or Art (Hobsbawm, Thompson, Davis, White)

Readings:  
Carl Becker’s AHA Presidential Address, American Historical Review 37 n 2 (1931): 221-36; available at http://www.historians.org/info/aha_history/clbecker.htm

Week 4:  Postmodern History
Focus (9/13): 
Derrida, Foucault, & Deconstructionism

Focus (9/15): 
Critiques of Postmodernism

Readings: 
Gilderhus, History and Historians, p. 117-132; Munslow,



Deconstructing History
Week 5:  Research Methods: Choosing a Subject, Finding Sources
Focus (9/20):
Primary & Secondary Sources

Footnotes, Endnotes, & Bibliographies

Focus (9/22):
Library Tutorial:  Class will meet at MacArthur Campus Library

Readings:  
Gilderhus, History and Historians, pp. 133-147; Rampolla, Pocket

Guide to Writing in History, pp. 1-31; Presnell, The Information-Literate 
Historian, pp. 3-43

Week 6:  Research Methods: Evaluating Sources

Focus (9/27):
Library Research


Focus (9/29):
Documentation & Interpretation; Evidence & Plagiarism

Readings:
Rampolla, Pocket Guide to Writing in History, pp. 32-97; Presnell, The Information-Literate Historian, pp. 44-91 Graff & Birkenstein, They Say / I Say, pp. ix-47

Week 7:  Historical Writing


Focus (10/4):
Literary Style, Good & Bad

Focus (10/6): 
Writing Workshop

Assignment Due (10/6):  Historiographic Essay (see * below)

Readings:
Graff & Birkenstein, They Say / I Say, pp. 51-132

Week 8:  Academic Integrity

Focus (10/11):  The Joseph Ellis Case

Focus (10/13):  Wikipedia

Readings:  
Elliot J. Gorn, “Why are Academics Ducking the Ellis Case?,” Chronicle of Higher Education (July 20, 2001); Brock Read, “Students Flock to an Easy-to-Use Reference, but Professors Warn That It’s No Sure Thing,” Chronicle of Higher Education (Oct. 27, 2006); Brock Read, “Middlebury College History Department Limits Students’ Use of Wikipedia,” Chronicle of Higher Education (Feb. 16, 2007); Mark Herring, “The Problem with Wikipedia,” available at http://www.nas.org/polArticles.cfm?Doc_ID=150. 

Week 9:  Oral History: The Art of Interviewing
Focus (10/18):
Telling About the Past

Focus (10/20):
Oral History Fieldwork


Readings:  TBA

Week 10:  The Culture Wars: History as Battleground
Focus (10/25):  
History and Film

Focus (10/27):
Public History: Teaching the Past through Parks, Museums,

Monuments & Memorials

Readings:  
Sean Salai, “Hollywood History Lessons: Who’s Imitating

Whom?”; Wallace, Mickey Mouse History, pp. vii-74

Week 11:  The Culture Wars: History as Battleground (cont’d.)


Focus (11/1):
Historic Preservation

Focus (11/3):
The Enola Gay Controversy

Assignment Due (11/3): Oral History Project (see ** below)

Readings:  Wallace, Mickey Mouse History, pp. 177-246; 249-309

Week 12:  The Culture Wars: History as Battleground (cont’d.)
Focus (11/8):
  Disney Theme Parks

Focus (11/10):
  Remembering 9/11

Readings:  Wallace, Mickey Mouse History, pp. 101-176

Week 13:  www.deadwhiteguys.com:  History & the Internet
Focus (11/15, 11/17):
 History Online

Readings:  
Presnell, The Information-Literate Historian, pp. 86-135; also browse the History News Network (HNN) website, available at http://hnn.us and H-Net, available at www.h-net.msu.edu.

Week 14: History & the Internet (cont’d.)


Focus (11/22, 11/24):
Library / Computer Lab Research

Week 15:  Review


Assignment Due (12/1):  Online Research Project (see *** below)

EXPECTATIONS:

The three cardinal rules of the course are simple and straightforward: be in class, be on time, and be prepared.  Do these things and you will succeed.

The course will be conducted as a seminar.  There will be a minimum of lecturing by the instructor; the emphasis will be on class discussion and independent work by each student.  The nature of this course demands that all students participate in class discussions.  If each student participates, then the result will be a dynamic and creative learning experience for all; if some students do not participate, then all students will suffer—but none more than those who are unprepared.  Participation will be graded.  Attendance is essential.

Timely and conscientious reading of the assignments is essential because the readings will serve as the basis for class discussions.  Read carefully.  Take notes.  Supplemental readings / handouts will be assigned throughout the term.  Reading quizzes will be given periodically; quizzes, graded on a satisfactory/unsatisfactory basis, will figure into your attendance and participation grade.  There will be no make-ups allowed for reading quizzes.

Due dates are firm.  All assignments are due no later than the beginning of class on the day they are due.  Late papers will be dropped one portion of a letter grade (e.g., A to A-) for each day late.  Any form of academic dishonesty will result in a failing grade for the entire course.

GRADES:




GRADING SCALE:

Reading quizzes (20%)



A:  100-93
B-:  82-80
D+:  69-68

Attendance & participation (20%)
 

A-:  92-90
C+:  79-78
D:  67-63

Research projects (20% each)


B+:  89-88
C:  77-73
D-:  62-60







B:  87-83
C-:  72-70
F:  <59

RESEARCH PROJECTS:

Students will complete three research exercises for this course: one library-based, one interview-based, and one Internet-based, as follows.
1) HISTORIOGRAPHIC ESSAY*:

This project will rely on secondary sources found in the library, i.e., books and journal articles.  It should not reference websites, nor should it use the Internet other than to access the FAU Library Catalog or selected databases.

A historiographic essay is an examination of an issue of historical controversy; in other words, it must concern a matter addressed by at least two historians who have taken different sides on the matter.  You will explain the different sides of the controversy.  See Rampolla pp. 27-28 and Presnell pp. 212 for more information on historiographic essays; see also http://qcpages.qc.cuny.edu/Writing/history/assignments/historiographic.html for a good example. 

Your paper should demonstrate familiarity with at least six (6) secondary works (including at least three on each side of the question). Your task in the paper is to present all sides of the historical controversy; you may also decide, if you choose, which side may be correct and explain why you came to that conclusion. In order to do a good job on this paper, you will have to be able to review the strengths and weaknesses of particular historical works in depth.  However, this assignment is not intended to be a multi-book book review.  Your aim should be to enter an “academic conversation,” as explained in Graff & Birkenstein.  Your grade will depend not only on the presentation of your argument but also on how you evaluate the arguments of others. 

Part of your prerogative for this paper is to choose the historical argument you wish to investigate, pending my approval.  You may encounter the argument yourself in the process of investigating a topic that interests you or you may define it yourself from the outset (assuming of course that secondary works that support your conception of a particular controversy exist).  Here are a few possible topics:

· Did British trade policies help or hurt the American colonies? 

· Was the American Revolution really revolutionary? 

· Was the Constitution the product of the framers’ material self-interest? 

· Whose vision of the future of America was “more American”: Hamilton’s or Jefferson’s? 

· Was Frederick Jackson Turner's “Frontier Thesis” a useful means of conceptualizing western expansion? 

· Did slavery cause the American Civil War?

· Why did the North win the Civil War?

· Was Reconstruction a failure or a noble experiment? 

· Was Andrew Carnegie a robber baron or an industrial statesman? 

· Was the Progressive Movement liberal or conservative? 

· Was the New Deal revolutionary or conservative? 

· Was dropping the atomic bomb on Japan necessary? 

· Was the Vietnam War winnable? 

You are welcome to study topics outside the realm of United States history, but should accept the fact that I may be of less help to you in your research because my historical background is primarily in American history.  If you are having trouble picking a topic, come see me as soon as possible. 

The paper should be four to six (4-6) pages in length.  Footnotes and bibliography are required.  The format should conform to the guidelines outlined in Rampolla’s Pocket Guide and/or Harris’s The Writer’s FAQs.  The assignment (typed, double-spaced) is due October 6 at the beginning of class.  There will be no extensions. Initial drafts will be revised in workshop and resubmitted for final grade.
2) ORAL HISTORY PROJECT**:

This project will rely on interviews you conduct with subjects of your choosing.

You have two options for the oral history project.  You may 1) interview someone over the age of 50 about his or her general life experience (asking questions such as: Where were you born?  What is your earliest memory?  Tell me about your family.  What did you do for fun as a child?  As a teenager?  Etc.) or 2) you may interview someone over the age of 50 regarding his or her perspectives on a particular person, place, or event (WWII, Woodstock, the 1973 oil embargo, Ronald Reagan, the 2000 presidential election in Palm Beach County, etc.).

Establish the date, time and place of your interview two weeks in advance. Clearly state the purpose of the interview from the outset so that the interviewee has time to gather his or her memories, and perhaps some old photos or other memorabilia.  Prepare for the interview by reading background information.  Try to anticipate what types of experiences your interviewee might have had during the period in question; find out his or her general situation during your initial contact phone call.  Prepare your list of questions in advance. Start with basic biographical data such as name, age during period in question, background, etc.  Keep most of your major questions broad and general so the interviewee will not simply answer with a word or two, and so that you don't lead them to your own conclusions. Then follow up the interviewee’s answers with more specific questions to get more details. If any of your questions involve more controversial matters, it is better to ask them toward the end of the interview, when the interviewee is more comfortable. Be sure to give the person time to think, remember, and answer. Never argue, although you can gently probe for other aspects or perspectives.

If at all possible use a tape recorder during the interview; doing so will free you from frantic note-taking for all the details and allow you to listen to the person, jotting down brief notes for follow-up questions. Practice with the tape recorder in advance so that you are sure how to operate it (how to rewind, how to set the volume, etc.), then try to set it and ignore it during the interview so that it does not distract your interviewee. Try to write up the results of your interview as soon as possible after completing it while your memory of the conversation is fresh.

Write up your subject's oral history in your own words while using quotes and examples from your interview to illustrate your points. As with any academic paper, this one should have a thesis statement and discernible argument.  Compare your interviewee's experiences and attitudes with the background information revealed in the secondary readings you did while preparing for the interview.  For more tips and guidelines, see Cynthia Stokes Brown, Like It Was: A Complete Guide to Writing Oral History.  The entire paper should be four to six (4-6) pages in length.  This assignment (typed, double-spaced) is due November 3 at the beginning of class.  There will be no extensions.  Initial drafts will be revised in workshop and resubmitted for final grade.
3) ONLINE RESEARCH PROJECT***:
This project will require you to use primary sources available online, i.e. virtual archives.  Examples include some holdings of the Library of Congress (www.loc.gov), the National Archives (http://www.archives.gov), and the Valley of the Shadow Project (http://valley.lib.virginia.edu/).  A partial list of archives funded by the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) is available at http://www.neh.gov/projects/online.html; if you are interested in European history, see EuroDocs: Primary Historical Documents from Western Europe (http://eudocs.lib.byu.edu).  Other online databases and virtual archives can be found via search engines; if you have questions about a possible site, discuss it with the professor.

Your paper should demonstrate familiarity with at least four (4) primary works available online. Your task in the paper is to present original research findings based on your study of these sources.  As with any academic paper, this paper should have a thesis statement and discernible argument.

This paper should be six to eight (6-8) pages in length.  Footnotes and bibliography are required.  The format should conform to the guidelines outlined in Rampolla’s Pocket Guide and/or Harris’s The Writer’s FAQs.  This assignment (typed, double-spaced) is due December 1 at the beginning of class.  There will be no extensions.

SPECIAL NEEDS:

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, students who require special accommodations due to a disability to properly execute coursework must register with the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD) and follow all procedures.  The OSD is a part of the Office of Diversity Student Services on the MacArthur Campus in Jupiter and is located in the Student Resource building in SR 117.  The phone number is 561-799-8585, and the TTY number is 561-799-8565.  

FAU professors and the OSD work together to ensure that students with disabilities have an equal opportunity to attain the same quality of education as other students.
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