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HIS 1933  


Honors Freshman Seminar in History:  Themes in African-American History

Wilkes Honors College
Prof. C. B. Strain

Florida Atlantic University
Office Hours:


This course will provide an overview of major themes in African American history.  It is a true survey course, compressing what is typically taught over the span of two semesters into one term; as such, it is necessarily selective and impressionistic, focusing on representative people, events, issues, and concepts as chosen by the instructor.  Using primary sources, students will explore what it has meant to be black in America as expressed by various individuals describing their own lives and experiences in their own words.  Students will finish the term with not only a better understanding of African American history--a story of survival, struggle, and triumph over adversity--but also an appreciation of the challenges met and overcome by people of African descent in the United States.

Beginning with African societies in the 15th and 16th centuries, it will proceed to European expansion, enslavement, and the institutionalization of slavery in the New World.  While the first half of the course will focus on questions of freedom, the second half will focus on questions of equality.  Major themes to be addressed include: African culture and colonial exploitation, the Middle Passage and slave trade, creolization and cultural formation, religion and black churches, revolt and resistance, the politics of slavery and emancipation, the building of black community institutions, Jim Crow segregation, the Great Migration and the Harlem Renaissance, war and military service, the unique difficulties of black women, art and literature, social and political protest, the civil rights movement, the dawning of a “post-ethnic” America, and the meanings of Barack Obama and his presidency.
Furthermore, as a Writing Across the Curriculum (WAC) course (see below), this course works from the understanding that writing plays an indispensable role in student learning; accordingly, students will have frequent and significant opportunities to write, revise, and discuss certain assignments.  It is a writing-intensive course (with a target of 5000 words); writing assignments count for more than 50% of the course grade.

Writing Across the Curriculum (WAC):  

WAC courses are designed explicitly to utilize writing for engaging course content, or what some writing experts refer to as “writing-to-learn.”  Writing-to-learn involves 1) developing increased understanding and proficiency in and through writing assignments, 2) acquiring course content, 3) understanding accepted disciplinary forms, discourses, and values, 4) and revising to explore, reconsider, and strengthen the written presentation of concepts and ideas.


This writing-intensive course serves as one of two Gordon Rule courses at the 2000-4000 level that must be taken after completing ENC 1101 and 1102 or their equivalents.  Each student much achieve a grade of “C” (not C minus) or better to receive credit.  Furthermore, this course meets the university-wide WAC criteria, which necessitate writing improvement over the course of the term.  FAU’s WAC program promotes the teaching of writing across all levels and all disciplines.  Writing-to-learn activities have proven effective in developing critical thinking skills, in learning discipline-specific content, and in understanding (and building competence in) the modes of inquiry and writing for interdisciplinary inquiry.

If this class is selected to participate in the university-wide WAC assessment program, students will be required to access the online assessment server, complete the consent form and survey, and submit electronically a first and final draft of a near-end-of-term paper.
Note of Honors Distinction:  This course differs substantially from the non-Honors version.   First, the writing component of the course will be much more demanding, and will prepare students for upper-division college writing and for work on the Honors Thesis.  Students will be exposed to vocabulary of a specifically theoretical nature, and will be expected to comprehend these new concepts and to deploy these new terms in their own critical thinking and writing.  In addition, we will begin professionalizing our own readings and analyses of these texts.  Students will be expected to familiarize themselves with the history and the ongoing critical and scholarly conversation about these works. Most importantly, this course will reflect the interdisciplinary nature of Honors education and will inculcate critical attitudes and skills that will teach you how to learn for yourself.

Course Objectives:  

I. To discuss the central place of black people and black culture in American life

II. To examine not only the leadership of exceptional individuals but also the trials and tribulations of everyday people

III. To utilize a blend of primary and secondary sources to examine not only what historians have written about particular historical agents but also what those same agents have said and written about their own lives and experiences

IV. To read texts analytically

V. To practice critical thinking

VI. To sharpen writing skills

Readings:  

Nell Irvin Painter, Creating Black Americans: African-American History and Its

Meanings, 1619 to the Present (required)
Thomas R. Frazier, Readings in African American History, 3d. ed.

Christopher B. Strain, Pure Fire: Self-Defense as Activism in the Civil Rights Era 

Documentary Film Series:

Africans in America

The Rise & Fall of Jim Crow

Eyes on the Prize

Schedule:

Week 1) Africa & the Atlantic Slave Trade

Mon., Jan. 10 & Wed., Jan. 12

Readings: Text, Preface & Chap. 1; Frazier, Chap. 1

Week 2) The Plantation System & Black Labor

Mon., Jan. 17 (MLK Holiday) & Wed., Jan. 19 (to be rescheduled)

Readings: Text, Chap. 2; Frazier, Chap. 2

Week 3) Slavery & Freedom in the Age of Revolution

Mon., Jan. 24 & Wed., Jan. 26

Readings: Text, Chap. 3, Frazier, Chap. 3

Week 4) The Early Republic & the Rise of the Cotton Kingdom

Mon., Jan. 31 & Wed., Feb. 2 (Paper #1 due)

Readings: Text, Chap. 4

Week 5) Slavery & the Slave Community

Mon., Feb. 7 & Wed., Feb. 9

Readings: Text, Chap. 5

Week 6) Free People of Color & the Fight Against Slavery

Mon., Feb. 14 & Wed., Feb. 16 

Readings: Text, Chap. 6; Frazier, Chap. 4

Week 7) From Civil War to Reconstruction

Mon., Feb. 21 & Wed., Feb. 23 (Midterm exam)

Readings: Text, Chap. 7; Frazier, Chap. 5

Week 8) Jim Crow

Mon., Feb. 28 & Wed., Mar. 2

Readings: Text, Chap. 8; Frazier, Chap. 6

Spring Break: March 7-11

Week 9) World War I, the Great Migration, & the New Negro

Mon., Mar. 14 & Wed., Mar. 16

Readings: Text, Chap. 9; Frazier, Chap. 7

Week 10) The Harlem Renaissance

Mon., Mar. 21 & Mar. 23

Readings: Text, Chap. 10; Frazier, Chap. 8

Week 11) Depression & War

Mon., Mar. 28 & Mar. 30 (Paper #2 due)

Readings: Text, Chap. 11; Frazier, Chap. 9

Week 12) The Civil Rights Movement

Mon., Apr. 4 (Wed., Apr. 6 to be rescheduled)

Readings: Text, Chap. 12; Frazier, Chap. 10 and 11

Week 13) From Civil Rights to Black Power

Mon., Apr. 11 & Wed., Apr. 13

Readings: Text, Chap. 13; Frazier, Chap. 12

Week 14) Conservatism & Race in Multicultural America

Mon., Apr. 18 & Wed., Apr. 20

Readings: Text, Chap. 14; Frazier, Chap. 13

Week 15) Race-ing toward the Millennium & Beyond

Mon., Apr. 25 & Wed., Apr. 27

Readings: Text, Chap. 15 & Epilogue

Final exam:  Wed., May 4, 1:15 - 3:45 p.m.

Expectations:

Students will be graded on attendance, participation, a midterm examination, a final examination, and two papers.  The three cardinal rules of the course are simple and straightforward: be in class, be on time, and be prepared.  Do these things and you will succeed.

Each class period will consist of lectures, discussion sessions, and/or video documentaries.  All are equally important.  Mondays will generally be lectures while Wednesdays will generally be discussions.  Students are expected to have completed the week’s readings by Wednesday.  Timely and conscientious reading of the assignments is essential because the readings will serve as the basis for class discussions.  Read carefully.  Take careful reading and discussion notes; prepare questions for the instructor and for discussion with your classmates.  Schedule at least one hour a day for reading, writing, and reviewing.  Be ready to discuss readings in class.  Participation will be graded.

Reading quizzes will be given periodically on Wednesdays.  They will be graded on a satisfactory ((+, (, (-) / unsatisfactory (X) basis and will figure into your participation grade.  There will be no make-ups allowed for reading quizzes.

Due to the importance of lectures and discussion, attendance is mandatory.  Roll will be taken at the beginning of each class meeting; if you are not there, or if you leave class early, you will be counted as absent.  After two (2) unexcused absences, attendance drops from A to A-, dropping one portion of a letter grade for each subsequent absence; i.e., two absences or less = A, three = A-, four = B+, etc.  Emergencies will be dealt with on an individual basis.

Due dates are firm.  All assignments are due no later than the beginning of class on the day they are due.  Late papers will be dropped one portion of a letter grade for each day late (e.g. an A becomes an A-).  Students will be given prompts for the papers (5 pages each), each of which will be peer edited and revised.

Examinations will be essay (“blue-book”) format.  Exams will cover the readings and lecture material.  In addition to writing essays, students will be asked to provide “IDs” (identifications) of names, places, events, etc.  The IDs are paragraph-length explanations that describe the term, situate it in historical context, and explain its significance in U.S. history.

Any form of academic dishonesty will result in a failing grade for the entire course.  Students will be expected to abide by the Honor Code.  In keeping with the Honor Code, students will be expected to sign the following pledge on written assignments: “I have neither given nor received aid on this assignment [exam].”

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), students who require special accommodations to execute coursework must register with the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD) located in Boca, SU 133 (561-297-3880) or in Jupiter, Office of Diversity Services, SR 117 (561-799-8585) and follow all OSD procedures.  FAU professors and the OSD work together to ensure that students with disabilities have an equal opportunity to attain the same quality of education as other students.
Grades:




Grading Scale:

Attendance


20%

A:  100-93
B-:  82-80
D+:  69-68

Midterm examination

20%

A-:  92-90
C+:  79-78
D:  67-63

Final examination

20%

B+:  89-88
C:  77-73
D-: 62-60 
Participation


20%

B:  87-83
C-:  72-70
F:  <59

Papers



20%
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