ENC 3310
Advanced Exposition

Fall 2009  Tuesday 9:30 – 12:20 LA 455
Professor Becka McKay

Office: LA 419 
Office Hours: T 1:00 – 3:00/Th 4:00 – 6:00 and by appointment

Tel: 954 236 1190
E-mail: rmckay3@fau.edu

Student Behavior Regulations

I. The president or approved designee shall have the authority to order any student to cease and desist any activity which in the president’s or designee’s judgment disrupts the orderly operation of the institution.

II. Plagiarism: Plagiarism is a serious breach of the academic honor code and is a form of theft. It means presenting the work of someone else as if it were your own—that is, without properly acknowledging the source. Consequences: Failing grade with special notation on transcript; upon second offense, expulsion.  Please consult me if you are not sure about using and properly citing sources.
From the Office for Students with Disabilities: In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA); students who require special accommodations due to a disability to properly execute coursework must register with the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD) located in Boca – SU 133 (561.297.3880), in Davie – LA 240 (954.236.1222), in Jupiter – SR 117 (561.799.8585), or at Treasure Coast – JU 312 (772.873.3441), and follow all OSD procedures.
Required texts: 
· Covino, William. Elements of Persuasion. Needham Heights, MA: Pearson Education POD, 1997

· Various handouts

Course Description: In this course we will explore three major forms of writing: criticism, the personal essay, and creative writing. We will read and discuss examples of each type of writing, identifying and analyzing the elements that can strengthen and weaken the writing—elements that include persuasion, impression, description, and revelation. 

Requirements: You will write a total of three papers: two short reviews (1000 words each) and one personal essay (2000 words). You will also hand in a portfolio of creative writing assignments at the end of the semester, including some in-class writing assignments. All assignments are to be turned in on Blackboard—I’ll only ask you for hard copy of creative writing assignments. 
I’ll do my best to provide clear criteria and instruction for all assignments, and I am always available to discuss drafts and answer questions. Please keep in mind that the best time to discuss an assignment with me is before you hand it in.
Writing Across the Curriculum/Gordon Rule: This writing intensive course serves as one of two "Gordon Rule" classes at the 2000-4000 level that must be taken after completing 1101 and 1102 or their equivalents.  You must achieve a grade of "C" (not C-minus) or better to receive credit.  A student with a grade below C will not get credit for the course.  Furthermore, this class meets the University-wide Writing Across the Curriculum (WAC) Criteria that govern the writing objectives that students are expected to achieve at FAU.  You will be expected to improve your writing over the course of the term.

If this class is selected to participate in the university-wide WAC assessment program, you will be required to access the online assessment server, complete the consent form and survey, and submit electronically a first and final draft of a near-end-of-term paper.

Grades: Grading breaks down like this:

Class participation  

(includes attendance, discussion questions,

 and in-class writing)



20%

Papers 1 and 2




30% (15% each)

Paper 3 





25%

Portfolio




25%

Grading scale: 100-93: A, 90-92: A-, 87-89: B+, 83-86: B, 80-82: B-, 77-79: C+, 73-76: C, 70-72: C-, 67-69: D+, 64-66: D, 60-62: D-, 59 and below: F.
Attendance: Attendance is the key to your success and the success of your classmates—this is a discussion-based class; you will be missed if you are absent. You can miss one class session without hurting your grade, but every missed class after that will be deducted from your participation grade; missing three classes or more will make it very difficult for you to pass the class. If you are more than 15 minutes late to class, you will be marked as absent. If you do miss a class, please contact me to find out what you missed, or get in touch with a classmate.
Class Participation/Discussion Questions: I expect you to do the reading and come to class prepared to discuss it. To that end, I will ask you to post three discussion questions about the assigned reading on Blackboard every Monday, no later than 5:00 p.m. I will compile these questions and bring them to class to help begin our discussion.

A good discussion question calls attention to a particularly difficult or confusing moment in the text, or encourages us to more deeply explore specific themes or details. Your participation grade is based on these questions, along with your willingness to share your responses to and questions about the text in classroom discussion, your courteous and thoughtful responses to your classmates’ comments, and your ability to incorporate earlier reading and discussion.
Late Work: Please plan your time wisely to complete your assignments on time. In only the rarest of circumstances will absences be excuses for late work. All papers will lose one-half grade for each day they are late. I will not accept late in-class writing.

Schedule 
(Please come to class prepared to discuss the reading listed for that day.)
August 25: Introductions
September 1: Covino, Chapter 1.

September 8: No class. Please post your 1-page reviews on Blackboard by class time; I will also set up a discussion on Blackboard.
September 15: Covino, Chapter 5. Please bring rough drafts of your first paper and be prepared to discuss them in small groups.
September 22: Paper 1 due. In-class assignment. (No discussion questions this week.)
September 29: “Introduction,” from Lopate’s The Art of the Personal Essay.

October 6: “A Small Place,” Jamaica Kincaid; “Mother Tongue,” Amy Tan.
October 13: Paper 2 due. “Split at the Root,” Adrienne Rich.
October 20: “The Wishing Jewel: Introduction to Water Margins,” Anne Carson; “Maybe I’m Esau,” David Levy.
October 27: Paper 3 due. (No discussion questions this week.)
November 3: In-class assignment. Reading TBA.

November 10: Police blotter project part 1. (No discussion questions this week.)
November 17: Police blotter project part 2. (No discussion questions this week.)
November 24: Police blotter project part 3. (No discussion questions this week.)
December 1: Portfolios due. (No discussion questions this week.)
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