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College Writing I
	Instructor: Ms. Melissa Garcia

	Office: SO 206H

	Office phone: (561)297-1160


	Office hours: Wednesdays, 10am-12pm and 1pm-3pm, or by appointment 

	email: mgarc112@fau.edu


Course

CRN

Location
class time

ENC 1101-068
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TR 11am-12:20pm

ENC 1101-086
81316

AL 338
TR 3:30pm-4:50pm 

ENC 1101-064 
81518

AH 204
TR 5:30pm-6:50pm

Course catalogue description:

College Writing 1 (ENC 1101) 3 credits, Writing Across Curriculum (Gordon Rule)
Reading examples of effective expository prose and writing essays practicing the forms of rhetoric.  
As a footnote: to satisfy FAU’s WAC requirement (as well as the State’s “Gordon Rule” requirements), students must successfully complete:

· ENC 1101 with a grade of “C” or better.  Receiving a “C-“ or lower will not earn you credit for this course and it will have to be repeated.
· ENC 1102 (or a WAC course that has been approved as a substitute for ENC 1102) with a grade or “C” or better
· two additional 2000-4000 level WAC certified courses with a grade of “C” or better

· Six (6) semester hours of English coursework 
· Six (6) semester hours of additional coursework in which the student is required to demonstrate college-level writing skills through multiple assignments 

Because this course is a WAC course, students are expected to write approximately 5000 words over the course of the semester; this will be done through various writing exercises, done both in and out of class.  These assignments may include, but are not limited to, short homework assignments, pop-quizzes, in-class writing assignments, and essays.

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

1.  Produce clear writing that performs specific rhetorical tasks;
2.  Respond critically to a variety of written materials in order to position their own ideas and arguments relative to the arguments and strategies of others;
3.  Use writing not only to communicate but also to think critically -- examining assumptions that underlie the readings and their own writing;
4.  Demonstrate an understanding of the ethical standards that apply to the use of external sources in one’s writing.

About College Writing I:

This is a writing-intensive course, and the majority of the work produced will stem from class discussion and assigned readings throughout the semester from both the text and blackboard.  Students will be required to produce both rough- and final-drafts of their assignments, and each student essay will undergo the proofreading, editing, and revision processes.  The goal of this course is to produce better writers through revision, application, and understanding of ones strengths and weaknesses so that they can be addressed and improved upon.  
The assignments of this course are designed to promote critical thinking and analytical writing, synthesize both academic and non-academic writings to create cohesive and unique arguments as well as teach students the concept of research and data, and encourage students to recognize and examine the intellectual and/or cultural assumptions that underlie course readings and student writings.

WAC Assessment Program:

If this class is selected to participate in the University-wide WAC assessment program, you will be required to access the online assessment server, complete the consent form and survey, and submit electronically a first and final draft of a near-end-of-term paper.

Blackboard Class Site:

This course is web-assisted via Blackboard.  Students must upload their papers to Blackboard’s Digital Drop box on the Blackboard class site, in addition to turning in a hard copy on the date the paper is due.  Instead of receiving copies of handouts in class, students must retrieve and print out handouts posted on Blackboard.  On occasion, instructor will also post assignments that count towards students’ in-class grade on Blackboard.  

Compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (A.D.A.): 

Students who require special arrangements to properly execute coursework due to a disability need to register with the Office for Students with Disabilities at Wimberly Library, Room 175; (phone 297-3880) and notify the instructor by the end of the first week of class. 

Plagiarism

Plagiarism is a serious breach of the academic honor code and is a form of theft.  It means presenting the work of someone else as though it were your own, that is, without properly acknowledging the source.  All your course work must be the result of your own ideas, creativity, and research.  Plagiarism is a serious breach of academic honesty and a form of theft.  It means presenting the work of someone else as if it were your own, i.e., without properly acknowledging sources.  These sources include any type of publications, Internet material, and unpublished work of other students.  All sources that you use must be properly documented by giving credit to the source(s).  Plagiarism can take several forms: 

1. Using someone else’s words without enclosing them in quotation marks and identifying the author and the work cited

2. putting someone else’s original ideas in your own words without identifying the author and the work cited

3. presenting new, unique, or unusual ideas and facts that are not the result of your own investigations or creativity without identifying whose they are. 
Plagiarism in any form is unacceptable, and the consequences for this act are serious: Plagiarized work will result in a failing grade for this course, a permanent notation on the student’s transcript, and can warrant, upon the second offense, expulsion from the university.  Play it safe and cite all sources properly.  If you are uncertain whether you are making proper use of sources, consult your instructor in advance.
Guidelines for Papers: 

All written assignments must be in MLA format.  That means:

· having a 1-inch margin on all four (4) sides of the paper

· being typed in 12 point, Times New Roman font

· being double-spaced and stapled

· in the upper left-hand corner should be your name, the instructor's name, course information, date, and assignment
· in the upper-right corner should be a header with your last name and page number
All work turned in must demonstrate a sincere effort on the student’s part to construct a clear thesis and develop an argument logically in a well-organized essay, with support of major points by specific examples and quotations from the text.  Ideally, a student’s work should present fresh, creative approaches based on his/her own ideas.  All work should be free of mechanical errors and be thoroughly proofread.  ALWAYS RUN SPELL CHECK AND GRAMMAR CHECK!

Assignments:

Over the course of the term, students will be evaluated on the following assignments, which will account for the final grade.  Each section is further explained below. 

N.B. Instructor reserves the right to make changes as necessary due to student or instructor needs, time demands, etc.

Attendance and participation




100 points

Response papers: (approximately 4 @ 25 points each) 

100 points
Essays 1 and 2 (3-5 pages, 100 points each)


200 points

Essays 3 and 4 (3-5 pages, 150 points each)


300 points

Final Portfolio project:




250 points

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Total points for semester




950 points

General Policies, Class Etiquette, and Attendance:

Class attendance and participation account for 100 points towards your final grade.

· Attendance: Students are expected to be present for all class sessions, to be on time, and to be well prepared for class.  In-class writings, peer reviews, and quizzes missed due to absences or tardiness cannot be made up.  If you miss more than six (6) classes, for any reason, you will fail the course, unless you successfully apply for a grade of W.  The last day to apply for a “W” grade is Friday, October 16.  

· Preparedness: Be sure to have read all assigned readings thoroughly.  I strongly recommend you mark the text and take reading notes to facilitate selecting passages for class discussions and response papers.  In-class writings and discussions will be based on a close analysis of the assigned readings, so you must to bring your own copy of the assigned text and your reading responses to each class meeting.
· Punctuality: Come to class on time.  Students arriving more than ten (10) minutes late will be considered tardy. If you know you will be arriving late or leaving early, please inform instructor ahead of time.  Please note that tardiness disturbs the class, and students who are consistently late will be marked absent for every three (3) tardies.
· Active participation: Students’ active contribution to class discussions, peer review workshops, and team assignments is imperative.  Those who do not participate will not earn participation points towards their final grade. 

· Class conduct: Students are expected to give the class their complete attention, to actively engage in all class activities, and to treat all members of the class with respect.  Disruptive behavior, as defined in the Student Handbook, will not be tolerated, and if persistent after admonition by the instructor will be grounds for removal from the class.

· Courtesy: Please turn cellular phones on silent and iPods off before class.

Responses Papers: 

These response papers account for approximately 100 points of your final grade.     

Throughout the course, students will respond to assigned readings in brief two (2) page papers.  Response papers are exploratory, analytical responses to the material assigned.  Students should write about what they found absurd, surprising, intriguing, confusing, challenging, etc.  These homework assignments are not meant to be tedious, but rather thought provoking and should lend to class discussion.  These response-homework papers can (and should) find ties to our modern-day world and should bring up questions with regard to race, culture, religion, war, and other possible hot topics of the day seen in the news, newspapers, and magazines.  

Response papers cannot be made up; if you are absent, so is your work.  I will not collect late work or emailed/ uploaded homework unless I have given you permission to do so.  Response papers will be graded with a “+” for an excellent response, “√+” for a good response, or “√” for a basic response, which roughly equals A, B, or C.  Responses that provide mere summary of the given reading assignment will receive a “√” for the first time “offense,” and any following summarized responses will earn “0.”  I DO NOT WANT SUMMARY, BUT YOUR OWN THOUGHTS AND OPINIONS TOWARDS WHAT YOU HAVE READ AND HOW IT AFFECTS AND APPLIES TO YOU, THE WORLD, ETC. 

Note: In-class writing assignments may be counted either towards homework (with your response papers) or as pop-quizzes, depending on the occasion, length, detail.  In-class assignments will thus be awarded between 10-25 points each.
Essays:

Essays 1 and 2 account for 200 points of final grade; essays 3 and 4 account for 300 points.

Essays will be 3-6 pages each, depending on the given assignment, and will be based on assigned readings from the Emerging text.  Essays will conform to MLA standards; those that do not will be penalized as MLA is one of the writing standards used across college campuses and is the standard for English courses.  MLA applies to both formatting and documentation.  Essays 1,2,3, and 4 will be given a specific assignment not outlined here.  However, the assignments will require students to think critically and make arguments formulated on ideas based around topics such as religion, politics, science, genetics, technology, race, ethnicity, community, and diversity, among others.  Student essays should perform rhetorical tasks such as addressing the proper audience, supporting argument with facts and data based on the readings and possible outside sources, and possibly persuading an audience to agree with the writer’s ideas.    

Peer Review of Essays:

Students will edit each other's drafts during peer workshops in teams of two to three students before submitting final drafts.  Revisions are substantial re-workings of the original draft, based on the input of your peers and/or my comments.  Simply correcting mechanical errors will not result in improving the grade for the paper.  Revising involves rethinking and reorganizing a paper’s argument and its supportive parts.  Peer review is essential to the learning and writing processes, and your presence is mandatory.  If a student cannot attend peer-review days for any reason, he/she MUST make an appointment and go to the University Center for Excellence in Writing (UCEW) for revision.  Failure to do so will result in 10 points off the paper’s final grade.  

Final Portfolio Project:

Final portfolio project accounts for 250 points towards final grade.
The final portfolio will consist of an “optional” final essay; error-logs, and a reflection assignment.  The final essay assignment will be given near the end of the semester, and will incorporate several of the readings from class.

Error Logs are a way for a student to keep track of the errors they make, in hopes that by finding and correcting the mistakes the first time, the mistakes made will decrease, but the error logs also work to track improvements students make in their writing as well.  Error Logs can be found in the ELEMENTS of 1101-1102 book, as well as an electronic version on the UCEW website found here (once you log in): http://www.fau.edu/UCEW/.  Students must have completed at least two error logs in their portfolios.  The reflection assignment will ask students to write about heir writing in several ways.  
Further instructions will be given in due time.

Late Work:

All work is due on the due date at the beginning of class.  Late work is not accepted unless due to an illness or personal matter which would and should be discussed with instructor.

Final Grading Scale: 

Passing Grades:

100-94: A

90-93: A-

87-89:  B+

84-86: B

80-83: B-

77-79: C+

74-76: C


Failing Grades:

73-70: C-

67-69:  D+

64-66: D

63-60: D-

59 and below: F

Grading for Papers:

Course work will be returned to you with a letter grade and my comments.  Letters will be counted as follows: 

A+: 98

A: 95

A-: 93

B+: 88

B: 85

B-: 83

C+:78

C: 75

C-: 73

D+: 68

D: 65

D-:63

F: 59
Use this as a guide for grading criteria and writing expectations.

An “A” paper has:

· An explicit thesis statement that clearly answers or addresses the prompt

· an interesting introduction that gives context and establishes credibility

· strong topic sentences that reflect the content and order of the thesis 

· strong transitions between paragraphs to maintain order of essay

· credible sources acting as support to main ideas

· discusses text(s) with conviction and authority

· clearly and explicitly states ideas without being repetitive

· has a solid conclusion with a restated thesis, review of main points, and a clever ending

· few to no grammatical errors, maintains an academic and formal tone

· adheres almost perfectly to MLA standards via formatting and documentation of sources

A “B” Paper has:

· a fairly clear thesis; may still require some “hammering out” of ideas, yet it addresses the prompt

· a basic introduction stating at least the work(s) being discussed and the author(s)

· leading topic sentences

· rather basic transitions between paragraphs

· inclusion of sources and support for main ideas, but may seem “reaching” at times

· discusses text(s) passionately, but may leave reader with questions

· may seem repetitive with ideas at times

· develops conclusion “roundly”—tries to cover thesis, main points, but leaves reader with questions (or may introduce new material at ending)

· a few grammatical errors or moments of informality, but does not impede on comprehension

· adheres to most of MLA standards, but needs work, like works cited page or in-text citations

A “C” Paper:

· contains a vague thesis, or hints at a thesis, but does not clearly state one

· has an introduction that somewhat “adequately” covers the topics/themes, but seems to do so haphazardly

· has vague or unclear topic sentences that may or may not reflect back to thesis

· has weak transitions between paragraphs, so at times they may seem unrelated

· discusses text as if regurgitating class discussion; adds few “new” ideas to material

· conclusion seems glued together or like a rewrite of the introductory paragraph; conclusion does not fully “conclude” essay

· contains grammatical errors that impede on understanding of essay, such as run-ons, misuse of punctuation, informal tone, unclear or awkward words or phrases, etc.

· fails to completely or properly document sources according to MLA requirements

A “C-”, “D”, or “F” paper (not passing):

· vaguely addresses the prompt, if at all, and contains no clear thesis or argument

· is poorly introduced, vaguely referencing authors, works discussed, or any contextual notes

· does not have topic sentences, so ideas and organization are lacking

· fails to properly support any ideas pertinent to prompt or themes

· fails to incorporate outside sources, whether correctly or at all

· is rife with grammatical errors and informalities; shows a lack of care

· does not adhere to MLA formatting in the least, be it heading, documentation, or citation

Course Schedule:

N.B. Instructor reserves the right to revise this syllabus to accommodate student needs.  Also, note that assignments are listed on the days they are DUE.
**************************************************************************************************
Week 1 (August 25-27)

T: Review syllabus; in-class writing assessment 
R: review basics of grammar in college; proofreaders’ marks, etc.
Week 2 (September 1-3)

T: Madeleine Albright’s “Faith and Diplomacy”; 

R.P. 1 due
R: continue discussing Albright; introduce essay 1
Week 3 (Sept. 8-10)
T: Essay 1 peer review
R: Easy Writer pgs. 1-12
Week 4 (Sept. 15-17)

T: final draft essay 1; in-class grammar work

R: in-class grammar work; Easy Writer 196-231 (MLA)
Week 5 (Sept. 22-24)

T: Dalai Lama’s “Ethics and the New Genetics”; 

R.P. 2 due
R: continue discussing Dalai Lama
Week 6 (Sept. 29-October 1)

T: Peer Review essay 2
R: Easy Writer chapter 2, focus on “Argument”
Week 7 (Oct. 6-8)

T: Final draft essay 2; in-class grammar work
R: review common errors; in-class grammar
Week 8 (Oct. 13-15)

T: Rebekah Nathan’s “Community and Diversity”; 

R.P. 3 due
R: continue discussing Nathan
*Last day to withdraw with grade of “W” is Friday, October 16*


Week 9 (Oct. 20-22)

T: Peer Review essay 3

R: No class—Writers’ conference in Stuart; assignment to be given
Week 10 (Oct. 27-29)

T: Final Draft essay 3; in-class writing
R. Easy Writer section TBA as class needs
Week 11 (November 3-5)

T: Steve Olson’s “The End of Race”; R.P. 4 due
R: continue discussing Olson
Week 12 (Nov. 10-12)

T: Peer Review essay 4
R: No class—specific assignment to be given

Week 13 (Nov. 17-19)

T: Final Draft essay 4; 
introduce Final Portfolio Project

R: Peer Review Part I of portfolio project
Week 14 (Nov. 24-26)

T: Peer review for Final Essay (part II)
R: No classes—Thanksgiving Holiday!
Week 15 (December 1-3)

T: Portfolios due; office hours

grades available after December 14
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