ANT 2240: Honors Freshman Seminar: The Anthropology of Religion

Fall 2009

TR 2:00-3:50

Instructor: Rachel Corr

HC 108

Office Hours: W, F 9-12

6-8018

rcorr@fau.edu
Course Description: In this course you will learn anthropological approaches to religion, specifically to topics such as religious specialists, healing, new religions, millenarian movements, and religious change.  The goal of the course is to give you an understanding of anthropological perspectives on the role of religion in human life.

Requirements: The main textbook, Magic, Witchcraft, and Religion, edited by Moro, Meyers, and Lehman will be referred to in the syllabus as MWR. It contains a series of essays introducing theoretical approaches to topics in the anthropology of religion.  All students are expected to read all readings scheduled for the day, but students will take turns leading a discussion based on the readings.  

Writing Assignments: 

This writing intensive course serves as one of two "Gordon Rule" classes at the 2000-4000 level that must be taken.  You must achieve a grade of "C" (not C-minus) or better to receive credit.  Furthermore, this class meets the University-wide Writing Across the Curriculum (WAC) criteria, which expect you to improve your writing over the course of the term. Writing-to-learn activities have proven effective in developing critical thinking skills, learning discipline-specific content, and understanding and building competence in the modes of inquiry and writing for various disciplines and professions.

Writing assignments promote critical thinking and analytical writing; require students to analyze academic discourse and non-academic reportage; encourage students to recognize and examine the intellectual and/or cultural assumptions that underlie course readings and their own writing.  

Students are required to write three papers on the course material.  The first paper will be a 900 page discussion of anthropological approaches to myth, symbolism, taboo, and ritual.  The second paper will be a 1500 word analysis of course material that builds on the first.  The second paper will be peer-reviewed and revised.  Your grade will be based on your own writing and revision as well as your peer-review of another student’s paper.  The final paper will be a 1500 page critical analysis of one of the books used in the course.  All papers will be returned with substantive written feedback from the instructor.  All papers will be graded based on grammar, style, extent to which supporting evidence is appropriately cited, and extent to which an understanding of the texts is demonstrated.

In addition to formal written assignments, there will be several in-class “quickwrites,” of around 100 words each, based on reactions to videos and other course materials.

If this class is selected to participate in the university-wide WAC assessment program, you will be required to access the online assessment server, complete the consent form and survey, and submit electronically a first and final draft of a near-end-of-term paper.
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, students who require special accommodations due to a disability to properly execute coursework must register with the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD) and follow all procedures.  The OSD is apart of the Office of Diversity Student Services on the MacArthur Campus in Jupiter and is located in the Student Resource building in SR 117.  The phone number is 561-799-8585, and the TTY number is 561-799-8565.
Attendance:  This is a discussion based class, so students are expected to attend and participate.  Students are responsible for any class material they missed, which may be 

included on quizzes.

Plagiarism.  Plagiarism is a violation of the Honor Code and will not be tolerated.  If you are caught plagiarizing you will fail the class automatically and the information will go to your student file.  No Excuses.  

Grading: 

Papers:  60%

Quizzes 20%

Participation  20% 

Required Books:

Strunk and White, The Elements of Style
Lehman, Meyers, and Moro, Magic, Witchcraft, and Religion 6th edition
Bacigalupo, Shamans of the Foye Tree
Course Schedule

	week
	Tuesday
	Thursday

	1  Aug. 25-27
	Introduction to the course; Discuss Strunk and White.  Early theories of religion.  
	MWR Geertz. Video: Faces of Culture: Religion.

	2 Sept. 1-3
	Myth, Symbolism, and Taboo. MWR: Douglas; Daugherty.  Discuss Firth Private Symbols.
	Medussa’s Hair and Rite of Return (handouts).

	3 Sept. 8-10
	Ritual: MWR: Turner and Myerhoff
	Ritual: MWR Rappaport, Harrison.  First paper assignment handed out.

	4 Sept. 15-17
	Video: Touching the Timeless
	First paper due.  Discuss: Eliade, Shamanism, archaic techniques of ecstasy.  

	5 Sept. 22-24
	Shamans, Priests, and Prophets.  MWR Howells, Brown.  
	MWR Reichel Dolmatoff, Barkun.  Discuss Weber, Charisma. Papers returned with feedback.

	6 Sept. 29-Oct. 1
	The Religious Use of Drugs.  MWR chapter 5 All.
	Read in class: Ginsberg Symposium: Discuss Ayahuasca tours.

	7 Oct. 6-8
	Ethnomedicine: Religion and Healing.  MWR Bergman, Rebhun.
	Video: Shapes in the Wax.


	8 Oct. 13-15
	Witchcraft, Sorcery, Divination and Magic.  MWR Brain and McPherson

Luhrmann, Evans-Pritchard
	MWR, Malinowski, Gmelch.  


	9 Oct. 20-22
	Ghosts, Souls and Ancestors: The Power of the Dead.  MWR McCarthy Brown, Metcalf.  
	Video: Divine Horsemen

Discuss Rosaldo, Kan The Potlatch.  Death rituals.

	10 Oct. 27-29
	Old and New Religions: MWR Steel Thayer, Wallace, Kehoe, Jankowiak and Allen.  
	Religion and Globalization.  MWR Hoodfar, Juergensmeyer.  Second assignment handed out.

	11 Nov. 3-5
	Video: God Fights Back
	Second assignment due in class for peer review.

	12 Nov. 10-12
	Discuss: Neomarxist perspectives.  Read Taussig “The Baptism of Money” in class.
	Revised Papers due.  



	13 Nov. 17-19
	Shamans of the Foye Tree Ch. 1-2.
	Shamans of the  Foye Tree Ch. 4-5

	14 Nov. 24
	Shamans of the Foye Tree ch. 7-8.
	Thanksgiving

	15 Dec. 1
	Shamans of the Foye Tree  Ch. 9.  Final paper assignment handed out.
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