WAC Benchmark for Acceptable College Writing
The following description provides a minimum set of standards for evaluating successful student writing in WAC courses.  Note that not all writing needs to be graded, and not all graded writing is evaluated in the same ways.  These baseline criteria apply to formal writing projects, typically those types of assignments that students revise during a WAC course.

Formal student writing must fulfill the following criteria to be deemed at least C work for Writing Across the Curriculum classes.  The term “adequate” within the statements below typically marks the bottom limit of acceptable work.  Note that students must pass WAC courses with a C or better (a C- is not acceptable work).

An acceptable paper:

· Identifies a fundamental problem/question(s), but may be vague or only partially stated; recognizes few relationships and nuances between issues; may not be aware of underlying assumptions.  

· Shows little or no complexity or fullness of thought, but shows evidence of an argument, even if simplistic or not clearly stated; may not use disciplinary ways of thinking; demonstrates at least an adequate sense of audience.

· Introduction asserts the goals of the essay adequately (sufficient to predict the purpose of the paper); paragraphs maintain an adequate focus, may have some extraneous information; paragraphs may be disconnected or in ambiguous order and may provide few or formulaic transitions, headings, and/or bullets. Conclusion may simply restate argument, claims, and implications. 

· Paper reflects adequate development and some relevant support/evidence/visuals. Visual elements, when present, are typically not integrated with verbal elements and may or may not be labeled.

· Displays lapses in an academic tone and provides little background information. May not use specialized concepts to demonstrate understanding and if used are seldom defined.
· Adequately adheres to disciplinary forms and styles including proper citation format, with likely deviations and lapses (may not apply across all assignments).

· May contain some consistent patterns of sentence level error: grammatical, typographical, and word choice.  Pervasiveness of error does not impede comprehension.*
If a paper does not meet minimal competency in any one of these categories (except possibly for disciplinary forms and styles), then it does not meet minimal competency for WAC classes.

*ESL students must also meet a minimal standard of acceptable sentence level error in their work, but may have specific patterns of sentence level error that are specific to their cultural experience and second language.  [we need to finish this explanation]
Typically a non-passing WAC paper will fail to achieve one or more of the criteria above.  The criteria below provide clear criteria for non-passing work.

Not Passing Paper
· May not identify a central problem/question for its focus, although may identify a topic for discussion.  Typically is unaware of nuances between issues or treats them formulaically; there is little to no awareness of underlying assumptions.

· Shows little or no complexity or fullness of thought; little or no evidence of an argument; typically ignores disciplinary ways of thinking; demonstrates marginal or no sense of audience.
· Introduction does not adequately assert goals of the essay; paragraphs are inadequately focused; typically marked by extraneous information; paragraphs have little or no apparent order and have few if any transitions, headings, and/or bullets. Conclusion may be present but is likely to be only a few lines of summary.

· Paper reflects inadequate development and little if any relevant support/evidence/visuals. Visual elements, when present, are seldom integrated.

· Displays colloquial or inappropriate tone and provides little if any background information. Tends not to use specialized concepts to demonstrate understanding, and if used, they are not usually defined.

· May not adhere adequately to disciplinary forms and styles, including citation format.

· Likely Displays consistent patterns of sentence level error that impede comprehension: grammatical, typographical, and word choice.

