ENG 4002:  Honors Research (3 credits)
Topic:  Preparing and Writing the Honors Thesis 

W 10:00 am to 12:50 am

CU 321

Professor Bradford
abradford@fau.edu

Office: CU 316

Office Hours: W 1:00 pm to 4 pm

Honors Research facilitates the writing of the honors thesis, which is the culmination of the English honors student’s study and an integral part of the requirements for the “Honors in English” designation.  This course aims to expose you to the standards and best practices of research-level literary scholarship, and to provide a supportive forum in which you can draft, edit and finalize the honors thesis. In order to accomplish these aims, class sessions will include such activities as discussions and presentations on different analytical and research methodologies, library research visits, and peer editing workshops.  
Prerequisites:  ENG 4932 (Honors Seminar)

Required Texts
MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers (7th Ed.), ISBN # 0873529871

Printouts of Instructor Prepared Packet (on Blackboard)
Recommended Texts

Oxford Dictionary of Literary Terms, ISBN # 9780199208272

Critical Theory Today, ISBN # 0415974100
Coursework

Coursework will consist primarily of readings, presentations, research sessions, and workshops.
Readings

There are several articles gleaned from a variety of sources that focus on effective strategies for producing an honors thesis.  At various points throughout the semester we will read and then discuss these articles.  All articles will be found in the “content” section of Blackboard. 

Methodology/Critical Approach Presentation

Each student will be required to present on the analytical/theoretical approach that he or she has chosen to make use of in crafting the thesis, and to explain how this approach aids in the interpretation of the literary text(s) under consideration.  This presentation should be accompanied by a one-page handout (details regarding the handout will be discussed in class).
Prospectus and Annotated Bibliography

A one to two page prospectus that introduces your topic, articulates your thesis, and provides a general overview of the way in which you will proceed through your argument will be required. These should be accompanied by a two to five page annotated bibliography of sources you think you may potentially use.

Section Drafts

Portions of the thesis will be due at various times throughout the course of the semester.  These portions will be considered as working drafts, not as polished material.

Thesis
The capstone of our course, and your work, will be completing the 20-40 page scholarly honors thesis.  Final approval of the thesis by both me and a secondary faculty advisor (if course instructor deems one to be necessary) is required to successfully pass the course and earn the “Honors in English” designation.
Evaluation

Methodology/Critical Approach Presentation
10%

Prospectus and Annotated Bibliography

10%

Section Drafts





30%

Honors Thesis
  




50%

Grades for the course will be given on an A,B,C,D,F scale (with plus and minuses) according to the following percentile breakdown:  93%-100% A, 90-92% A-, 87-89% B+, 83-86% B, 80%-82% B-, 77%-79% C+, 73%-76% C, 70%-72% C-, 67%-69% D+, 63%-66% D, 60%-62% D-, Below 60% F. 

Attendance

Attendance is required.  Missing more than two classes will lower your final grade by one full letter grade (ex. A to B).  Missing more than four classes will result in failing the course.*  Failure to participate in any class discussions, coming to class without the appropriate materials, or failing to complete the assigned readings will be viewed as the equivalent of being absent.  *except as provided for in university policy, as stated in relevant Provost’s memoranda:  http://www.fau.edu/provost/files/religious2011.pdf  & http://www.fau.edu/provost/files/studentabsences.pdf 
Late Work

I don’t accept late work unless arrangements have been made with me prior to the date when the assignment is due.  

Code of Academic Integrity

Students at Florida Atlantic University are expected to maintain the highest ethical standards. Academic dishonesty is considered a serious breach of these ethical standards, because it interferes with the University mission to provide a high quality education in which no student enjoys an unfair advantage over any other. Academic dishonesty is also destructive of the University community, which is grounded in a system of mutual trust and places high value on personal integrity and individual responsibility. Harsh penalties are associated with academic dishonesty. For more information, see the Code of Academic Integrity in the University Regulations at http://www.fau.edu/regulations/chapter4/4.001_Code_of_Academic_Integrity.pdf.
Students with Disabilities 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), students who require special accommodation due to a disability to properly execute course work must register with the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD) -- in Boca Raton, SU 133 (561-297-3880); in Davie, MOD 1 (954-236-1222); in Jupiter, SR 117 (561-799-8585); or at the Treasure Coast, CO 128 (772-873-3305) – and follow all OSD procedures.

Course Schedule
1/11-- Week One

Conclusive Introductions: Completing a Course of Study in English/Identifying the Thesis Topic and Advisor
1/18-- Week Two

MLA Mechanics:  Quotation, Citation, and Notation in the Scholarly Thesis

Essay “Effective Strategies of Incorporation”

1/25 -- Week Three

Workshop I – Crafting Effective Thesis Statements (Draft of Thesis Paragraph Due)
Essay “Pushing Past the Paraphrase”
2/1 -- Week Four

Researching Primary and Secondary Sources (class held at Wimberley Library)

Thesis Paragraph Due
2/8 -- Week Five
Analytical Methods/Interpretive Strategies

Excerpts from “Critical Theory Today”
2/15 -- Week Six 
Methodology Presentations
2/22-- Week Seven

Workshop I – Prospectus and Annotated Bibliography (Draft of These Due Today!)

Essay on “The Precise Précis”
2/29-- Week Eight

Presentation of Prospectus and Annotated Bibliography

3/14-- Week Nine

Workshop II – Introductions and Initial Arguments (first 7-12 pages due)

3/21-- Week Ten

Workshop III – The Heart of the Matter (second 7-12 pages due)
3/28-- Week Eleven

Workshop IV – Conclusions (Final 7-12 pages due)
4/4 -- Week Twelve

Global Revisions/Preparing the Manuscript for Final Submission



4/11 -- Week Thirteen

The Honors Thesis, Grad School, and Future Employment (Final Draft of Honors Thesis Due to both Me and your Faculty Advisor by 5 pm).
Essay on “So You’re an English Major…”

4/18 --Week Fourteen

Presentation of Honors Thesis
4/25-- Week Fifteen

Presentation of Honors Thesis
