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Undergraduate Programs—NEW COURSE PROPOSAL
	UUPC Approval ________________

UFS Approval __________________

SCNS Submittal ________________

Confirmed _____________________

Banner Posted _________________

Catalog______________________



	Department: 
	College: Wilkes Honors College

	Recommended Course Identification:

Prefix   __POS_____   Course Number __4206___________    Lab Code (L or C) _____

(to obtain a course number, contact rpolansk@fau.edu)
Complete Course Title: Honors Political Psychology
	Effective Date

(first term course will be offered) 

F 2012____________________

	Credits:3
	Textbook Information: Houghton, D. P. (2009). Political Psychology: Situations, individuals, and cases. NY: Routledge; Jost, J. T., & Sidanius, J. (2004). Political Psychology. NY: Psychology Press  (both required)

	Grading (Select only one grading option):  Regular  ____x__             Pass/Fail  ______          Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory ______ 

	Course Description, no more than 3 lines: 

An examination of the reciprocal influence of psychology and politics including (a) the psychological origins, correlates, and consequences of political behavior (e.g., voting, seeking office), (b) psychology and political campaigns, (c) personality and political effectiveness, and (d) government and human needs.

	Prerequisites w/minimum grade*:

POS 1041 or PSY 1012 (D-)
	Corequisites*:

none
	Registration Controls (major, college, level)*:

WHC or permission of instructor

	*Default minimum passing grade is d-. Prerequisites, corequisites and registration controls will be enforced for all course sections. 

	Minimum qualifications needed to teach this course: Terminal degree in political science or psychology

	  WAC/Gordon Rule Course    

   yes ______  no __x____  
WAC/Gordon Rule criteria must be indicated in      syllabus. Guidelines: www.fau.edu/WAC/
	General Education Requirement (mark X in front of selection):



___ Written Communication
___ Society/Human Behavior

___ Mathematics/Quant. Reas.
___ Global Citizenship

___ Science/Natural World
___ Creative Expression


Must attach the appropriate General Education Course Approval Request: 
www.fau.edu/deanugstudies/GeneralEdCourseApprovalRequests.php

	Faculty contact, email and complete phone number:

Kevin Lanning 6-8652
	Departments and/or colleges that might be affected by the new course must be consulted and listed here. Please attach comments from each

See attached correspondence from Tim Steigenga, WHC (Political Science).


	Approved by:
	Date:
	ATTACHMENT CHECKLIST

(Syllabus (see guidelines for requirements: www.fau.edu/academic/registrar/UUPCinfo/)

(Syllabus checklist (recommended)

(Written consent from all departments affected by new course

(WAC approval (if necessary)


(General Education approval (if necessary)



	Department Chair: ______________________________________
	_________________
	

	College Curriculum Chair: ________________________________
	_________________
	

	College Dean: _________________________________________
	_________________
	

	UUPC Chair: __________________________________________
	_________________
	

	Provost: ______________________________________________
	_________________
	


Email this form and syllabus to mjenning@fau.edu one week before the University Undergraduate Programs Committee meeting so that materials may be viewed on the UUPC website prior to the meeting. 

Dr. Kevin Lanning
Fall 2012

syllabus: honors political psychology (pos 4206, 3 credits) 
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description
The scope of political psychology is broad. Psychology and politics meet in the decisions of voters and in the deliberations of diplomats, in the design of a ballot and in the personality of a President, in the construction of campaign ads and in the different life histories of conservatives and liberals, in traits such as Narcissism, Machiavellianism, and Authoritarianism, and even in the responsibilities of a clinical psychologist charged with counseling enemy combatants at Guantanamo.  This is a sampling of what I expect to cover this term; for those who prefer a picture to prose, the word cloud shown above is derived from my lecture notes from the last time I taught the class.

Political Psychology is typically offered at the Wilkes Honors College in the Fall term of election years.  Prerequisites are POS 1041 or PSY 1012 or permission of instructor.  There are no co-requisites. The course counts as an elective for the political science and psychology concentrations at the Honors College, and is open to students outside of the Honors College by permission of instructor. 

The course receives honors credit by virtue of its small class size, by the fact that students receive extensive exposure to primary research articles, and by the fact that the course emphasizes written assignments throughout the term. 
The instructor is Dr. Kevin Lanning. The course meets MW 930-11 in WB 105
. My office is WB 213; office hours are M 1-2, W 1-4, Th 11-1, and by appointment.  My extension is 6-8652, but email is generally a better way to get hold of me (lanning@fau.edu).

objectives
In the seminar, the primary goal is to introduce students to the field of political psychology from perspectives of psychology and politics.  From a psychological perspective, this will include perspectives on personality (including the personality of leaders), social psychology (the role of situations and group influences), cognitive psychology (persuasion and political decision making), and developmental psychology (including the predictability of ideology from childhood).  From a political science perspective, our focus will primarily be on American Government, but we’ll also consider issues in International Relations (the psychology of terrorism and of conflict resolution), and in Political Theory (how forms of government including Democracy interact with the self-concept).

A second goal, woven throughout the term, is to introduce students to the broad range of (often clever) methods used in research in political psychology.

Finally, a third goal in the course is to provide a social scientific context for biennial elections, that is, to help students understand candidates and campaigns at a deeper level, and so to become more informed citizens.

evaluation

Grades will be based on exams, a term paper, and classroom performance, as follows:

From exams, 40% (20% midterm, 20% final).  Exams are likely to include multiple-choice, short-answer, and essay questions.  Exams will cover both readings and lecture/discussion materials. The final exam will be at least nominally cumulative.

From reaction papers, 40% (10% for each of four papers).  Each paper will be 3-4 double-spaced pages in length, and will be the basis for your contributions to class discussion. Papers will typically integrate two or more of the assigned readings.

From class participation, 20%.  Class participation grades will be based on (a) your contributions to our discussions of reaction papers,  (b) informed comments in class that reveal that you have done the assigned reading, and (c) your contributions to ouroccasional discussions of political events that occur over the course of the term including debates, polls, campaign ads, and speeches.  Attendance is necessary for each of these.   
Late papers will be accepted at a penalty of 5% per calendar day.  That is, papers received 1 day late may attain a score no higher than 95, 2 days late – 90, etc.


required and supplemental texts and readings
The following texts are required:

Houghton, D. P. (2009). Political Psychology: Situations, individuals, and cases. NY: Routledge. (required)

Jost, J. T., & Sidanius, J. (2004). Political Psychology. NY: Psychology Press. (required)
In addition, there are 25 readings online at MyFAU as well. These are also required.

etc.

In order to enhance and maintain a productive atmosphere for education, personal communication devices, such as cellular telephones and pagers, are to be disabled in class sessions.

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), students who require reasonable accommodations due to a disability to properly execute coursework must register with the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD) -- in Boca Raton, SU 133 (561-297-3880); in Davie, LA 240 (954-236-1222); in Jupiter, SR 110 (561-799-8010); or at the Treasure Coast, CO 117 (772-873-3441) – and follow all OSD procedures.

Students at Florida Atlantic University are expected to maintain the highest ethical standards. Academic dishonesty is considered a serious breach of these ethical standards, because it interferes with the university mission to provide a high quality education in which no student enjoys an unfair advantage over any other. Academic dishonesty is also destructive of the university community, which is grounded in a system of mutual trust and places high value on personal integrity and individual responsibility. Harsh penalties are associated with academic dishonesty.  In enrolling in this course, students agree to abide by the Honor Code of the College, whose full text may be found at http://www.fau.edu/divdept/honcol/academics_honor_code.htm, and by the FAU Code of Academic Integrity, whose full text can be found at http://www.fau.edu/regulations/chapter4/4.001_Code_of_Academic_Integrity.pdf.

 

course outline / schedule

With the exception of scheduled exam and paper due dates, all content is subject to change.  (It is likely that we will not have time to cover all of the assigned readings, and possible that we will want to devote time during class to events related to the elections).

	 
	Readings* / assignments

	Meeting
	Date
	Topic
	in Houghton
	in Jost
	on MyFAU

	 

	Introduction

	1
	Aug. 23
	Background
	none

	2
	25
	Locating political psychology in time, lives, and places
	 1 and 2
	 1 (McGuire)
and appendix (Jordan)
	 

	 The social psychology of politics

	3
	30
	The power of situations
	 3-5
	 
	 

	4
	Sept 1
	Group decision making
	 6
	 
	 

	5
	8
	Discussion
	Reaction paper 1 due at beginning of class

	Political information processing

	6
	13
	Cognition
	 9
	 15 (Jervis)
	 

	7
	15
	Media effects and persuasion
	
	 7 (Iyengar)
	1 (Iyengar & Simon, 2000)

	8
	20
	Emotion and politics I
	 10
	 
	2 (Todorov, 2005)

	9
	22
	Emotion and politics II
	
	 9 (Marcus)
	 

	10
	27
	Discussion
	Reaction paper 2 due at beginning of class

	Politics and the personality of leaders

	11
	29
	A model for thinking about personality and politics
	 
	 5 (Greenstein)
	 

	12
	Oct. 4
	Psychobiography
	 7
	 
	3 (Hammack, 2010)

	13
	6
	Perspectives on Presidents I
	 
	 
	4 (Barber, 1972) 
5 (Goethals, 2005)

	14
	11
	Perspectives on Presidents II
	
 8
	 
	6 (Simonton, 1988)
7 (Winter, 2005)

	15
	13
	Discussion / review
	Reaction paper 3 due at beginning of class

	16
	18
	Midterm exam

	Dimensions of politically significant individual differences

	17
	20
	Liberalism and conservativism
	 
	 
	8 ( Carney et al, 2008)
9 (Cardiff & Klein, 2005)

	18
	25
	Authoritarianism
	 
	 3 (Doty)
 4 (Altemeyer)
	 

	19
	27
	Social dominance orientation
	 
	 12 (Lane)
 17 (Jost)
 18 (Sidanius)
	 

	The psychology of elections

	20
	Nov 1
	Democracy and psychology
	 12
	 
	10 (Lanning, 2008)
11 (Sullivan & Transue, 1999)

	21
	3
	Elections: Antecedents and aftermath
	 
	 
	 12 (Miller, 2009)
13 (Zurbriggen, 2004)
14 (Cohen et al, 2005)

	22
	8
	Did racism and/or sexism play a role in the 2010 elections?
	 14
	 20 (Sears)
	15 ( Dwyer et al, 2009)

	23
	10
	Discussion
	Reaction paper 4 due at the beginning of class

	 
	 
	 

	The development of liberalism/conservatism

	24
	15
	Ideology and early experience
	 
	 
	16 (Block & Block, 2006)
17 (Deary, 2008)

	25
	17
	Moral foundations I
	 
	 
	18 (McAdams, 2008)
19 (Lakoff, 1995)

	26
	22
	Moral foundations II
	 
	 
	20 (Graham et al, 2009)
21 (Iyer et al, 2010)

	 Psychological approaches to understanding terrorism and its aftermath

	27
	24
	Social psychological conceptions of evil as conviction and obedience
	 15
	 21 (Darley)
	22 (Skitka, 2002)

	28
	29
	In the wake of 9/11
	 
	 
	23 (Esses, 2002)
24 (Mayer, 2005)
25 (Costanzo, 2007)

	Review

	29
	Dec 1
	Review
	none


* Readings in Houghton refer to chapter numbers. For example, Houghton 1-2 means Chapters 1 and 2. In Jost & Sidanius, readings are numbered, and are identified by the author as well, so '1 (McGuire)' refers to the first reading in that collection, and is written by McGuire. Readings uploaded to MyFAU are PDFs and are named with the author and year (no spaces).  So 1 (Iyengar and Simon, 2000) can be found in the files section of MyFAU with the name 1- Iyengarsimon2000.pdf.
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