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Memorandum

To: Undergraduate Programs Committee

From: Rebecca Lautar, Interim Chair, Department of Music

Re: Change of curricular requirements in Commercial Music degree tracks

Date: December 1, 2012

The Department of Music proposes the reduction of required coursework in the Bachelor of Music with Major in Commercial Music: Music Business Emphasis, Creative or Music Technology Tracks.

The department proposes reducing the requirement of MUS 1010 Commercial Music Forum for students as follows:

1. Reduction of 8 credits (8 semesters) to 6 for students who matriculate into the program at FAU.

2. Reduction of 4 credits (4 semesters) to 3 for transfer students with AA.

The Commercial Music program has redesigned the requirement so that students complete a three-semester sequence of course requirements as they proceed through the required semesters of Commercial Music Forum. A three-semester rotation allows students to work on the three main aspects of record production in the Hoot/Wisdom Record Label: artist selection, recording/production, and marketing the recording. Students who enter as transfer students will be able to participate in the production sequence of one album with the label and those students who are here for their entire degree will be able to participate in the production of two albums. 

Due to the increased enrollment in the commercial music program, the classrooms and production/recording facilities have reached maximum capacity. This change will assist in granting more access to those students who need to complete their album projects. All students in Forum must enroll in the same section in order to work together in teams and across teams in completing the production goals of the entire label each semester; therefore, it is not possible to accommodate the increasing enrollment demands by adding sections of MUS 1010. Enrollment in the course is currently 116 for Fall 2012, and has shown an enrollment increase trend over the past several semesters.

This change will reduce the degree requirements as follows:

Creative Track: reduce from 128-129 credits to 126-127

Music Technology Track: reduce from 125 credits to 123

Music Business Emphasis: reduce from 122 credits to 120

Please note that the degree is approved at 137 credits by BOG.

Rebecca Lautar, Interim Chair

Department of Music
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