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ENL 4251: Victorian Literature

3 CREDIT HOURS

Course Description

In this course we will study major authors of the Victorian period, from 1837 to 1901, including Dickens, Stevenson, Kipling, and Wilde.  This period represents one of the most vibrant in of modern British literature, notable for rapid changes in technology, industry, and empire, with Britain expanding its role as the world’s leading imperial power while also experiencing challenges from Germany and the Untied States, and going through considerable social turbulence at home. Covering major examples of the various genres including several distinct kinds of Victorian novel—bildungsroman,  gothic, and Imperial adventure story—as well as short story, criticism, and poetry, the course will explore the relation between literature and its social and historical contexts. The themes to be examined in the course include the growth of urbanized society during and after the Industrial Revolution; the dramatic expansion of British and European empires; and the emerging feminist movement, and their reflection in literature and culture. In addition to studying the changing attitudes towards gender roles and constructions of sexual identity in the period, we shall be examining influence of class on British literature and culture of the Victorian age. 

Required Texts 

N.B. You are responsible for purchasing the following editions from the FAU bookstore or Booksmart or other bookseller.

	Anthology
	Novels

	Greenblatt, Stephen, ed. The Norton Anthology of English Literature Vol E: The Victorian Age. 8th edition. Norton, 2008
	Bronte, Charlotte. Jane Eyre (Penguin 2002)

Dickens, Charles. David Copperfield. Norton, 1990
Kipling, Rudyard. Kim. Penguin 2011.
Wilde, Oscar. The Picture of Dorian Gray. Oxford UP, 2008.


Schedule of Readings and Assignments 

(N.B. T= Tuesday, R= Thursday. All dates and assignments in this schedule are provisional, and may be changed by the instructor at any time without notice. Readings marked with N before page numbers are from the Norton Anthology of English Literature Vol E)

	Wk
	Date
	Required Reading/Viewing Assignments
	Work Due

	1 
	T, 1/10

R, 1/12
	Introduction to course

Tennyson*, ‘The Lady of Shalott,’ ‘Mariana’ ‘The Lotos-Eaters,’ ‘Ulysses’ (N1112-25)

Tennyson*, from In Memoriam,’ (1139-59) 
	

	2
	T, 1/17

R, 1/19
	Carlyle, Sartor Resartus (N1006-24)

Newman, The Idea of a University (N1035-42)Mill,* The Subjection of Women  (N106-70)
	

	3
	T, 1/24

R, 1/26
	Bronte, Jane Eyre  Ch 1-9

Bronte, Jane Eyre Ch 10-20
	

	4
	T, 1/31

R, 2/2
	Bronte, Jane Eyre Ch 21-27

Bronte, Jane Eyre Ch 28-38
	Quiz #1


	5
	T, 2/7

R, 2/9
	Dickens, David Copperfield Ch 1-15

Dickens, David Copperfield Ch 16-28
	

	6
	T, 2/14

R, 2/16
	Dickens, David Copperfield Ch 29-51

Dickens, David Copperfield Ch 52-64 
	Paper # 1 due

	7
	T, 2/21

R, 2/23
	Matthew Arnold, “Culture and Anarchy” (N1398-1404)

Thomas Huxley, “Science and Culture” (N1429-35) 

Morris, “How I Became a Socialist” (N1491-94); “The ‘Woman Question’: The Victorian Debate About Gender” (N1581-1606); D.G. Rossetti, “Jenny” (N1449-57)
	

	8
	T, 2/28

R, 3/1
	 Stevenson, “Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde” (N 1643-85)

Stevenson, “Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde” (N 1643-85)
	Quiz #2



	March 5-11: Spring Break, No Classes

	9
	T, 3/13

R, 3/15
	Mid-term exam (class period)

Wilde, The Picture of Dorian Gray pp 3-80 (Chs 1-7)
	

	10
	T, 3/20

R, 3/22
	Wilde, The Picture of Dorian Gray pp 80-147 (Chs 8-14)

Wilde, The Picture of Dorian Gray pp 147-188(Chs 15-20)
	

	11
	T, 3/27

R, 3/29
	Wilde, “Impression du Matin,” “The Harlot’s House,” “The Critic as Artist” (N 1687-97)

Kipling, “Danny Deever,” “The Widow at Windsor,” “Recessional,” “The White Man’s Burden” (N1818-22)
	

	12
	T, 4/3

R, 4/5
	Kipling, Kim Ch 1-6
Kipling, Kim Ch 7-10
	Quiz #3



	13
	T, 4/10

R, 4/12
	Kipling, Kim Ch 11-13

Kipling, Kim Ch 14-15
	

	14
	T, 4/17

R, 4/19
	Conan Doyle, The Hound of the Baskervilles

Conan Doyle, The Hound of the Baskervilles
	

	15
	T, 4/24

R, 4/26
	Final Review and Evaluations

No Class: Exam Period
	Paper # 2 Due

	16
	T, 5/1
	Final Exam: 4PM
	


COURSE WEBSITE

Please visit the course website, accessed via http://blackboard.fau.edu, for all course documents (including the syllabus) in PDF and for any other online resources mentioned in class.

Disability policy 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), students who require special accommodation due to a disability to properly execute course work must register with the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD) -- in Boca Raton, SU 133 (561-297-3880); in Davie, MOD 1 (954-236-1222); in Jupiter, SR 117 (561-799-8585); or at the Treasure Coast, CO 128 (772-873-3305) – and follow all OSD procedures. 

Code of Academic Integrity policy 

Students at Florida Atlantic University are expected to maintain the highest ethical standards. Academic dishonesty is considered a serious breach of these ethical standards, because it interferes with the University mission to provide a high quality education in which no student enjoys an unfair advantage over any other. Academic dishonesty is also destructive of the University community, which is grounded in a system of mutual trust and places high value on personal integrity and individual responsibility. Harsh penalties are associated with academic dishonesty. For more information, see the Code of Academic Integrity in the University Regulations at http://www.fau.edu/regulations/chapter4/4.001_Code_of_Academic_Integrity.pdf .

Course Policies

punctual attendance is required at all classes. Each unexcused absence beyond the third will automatically lower your course grade for the semester by 1/3 letter grade. That means that if you would have earned a ‘B’, two unexcused absences after the third will lower this grade to a C+.  More than five absences will automatically result in failing the course. 
* Except when University attendance policy supersedes this policy, as stated in relevant Provost’s memoranda: http://www.fau.edu/provost/files/religious2011.pdf and http://www.fau.edu/provost/files/studentabsences.pdf.  
· Two late arrivals or unexcused early departures will constitute one ‘absence.’ 
· Please ensure that all cellphones, pagers, and other electronic devices are turned off during class! Points will be deducted from students who use cellphones to call or send text messages during class.
· All written work must be turned in at the beginning of the class period on the days specified in the syllabus. Late work will not be accepted under any circumstances. I do not accept e-mail submissions of written work. I do not accept work left under my office door or in my mailbox. All work must be handed over in person.

· There will be no make-ups permitted for tests or quizzes. Quizzes must be taken at the beginning of the class period on the day and time specified in the syllabus. 

· The format of the course is ‘lecture and discussion’: this means, I expect each student to participate in class discussions. Obviously, this also means you must keep up with the reading. As you will see, a significant portion of the final grade will be determined by your involvement in class discussion.

· For the team class presentation, all members of the team must be present at the class when the presentation is scheduled. If you do not show up for class on the day of your presentation, you will automatically fail this assignment and lower the grade for the whole team. 

· If you have questions or concerns about the coursework or your performance in the class, please make an appointment to meet with me during my office hours.

Course Requirements and Grading

	Type of Assignment
	% of Final Grade
	Description

	Quizzes
	3 @ 5% each=15
	These will consist of short-answer questions on the  literature and film works. Some of these may be multiple choice, others will be answerable in2-3 sentences. There will be a choice of questions

	Exams
	2 @ 15 each=30
	These (both mid-term and final) will consist of two parts; the first part will be quiz-type questions. The second part will be identification and commentary of passages taken from texts studied in the course.

	Presentation
	10
	You will be working individually or in pairs to prepare a 10-15 minute presentation on the reading material. You may use powerpoint, film clips and other visual aids. You will submit an outline with bibliography following your presentation

	Paper #1
	15
	This will be a 3-4 page close reading of one of the texts assigned for the course. There is no research requirement for this assignment, the emphasis being on close attention to the formal and thematic details of the text itself.

	Paper #2
	20
	This will be a 4-5 page comparative analysis of at least two of the works covered in the course. There is a research component to this paper, with at least 4 additional (secondary) sources required. 

	Class Participation
	10
	This should be self-explanatory. Be prepared to participate in class!


GRADING SCALE

A= 95%

A-= 90 %

B+ = 86%

B= 82%

B- = 76%

C+ = 72%

C = 66 %

C- = 62 %

D+ = 56 %

D = 52 %

F = under 52%

