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                        MVK 4631– Spring 2019

MVK 4631:  Piano Pedagogy 1:  3cr. 

Spring 2019, Boca Raton Campus, AL 248
Instructor: 
Dr. Irena Kofman



ikofman@fau.edu, 954-755-3456, AL 248





Office Hours: Thursday 3:00pm-4:50pm 
COURSE OBJECTIVES:
Piano Pedagogy 1 prepares competent piano teachers who are able to provide instruction to children, adolescents and adults in private studios and preparatory music schools. This course offers materials and techniques for teaching elementary piano students of all ages. It analyzes various piano teaching method books and techniques including group piano lessons. It offers guidance in recognizing the individual needs and potential of every age group and builds a long lasting love for music from an early age. Additionally, the course explores practical tools and methods in the creation and maintenance of studio setting, studio policy, yearly planning, budgeting, advertising, and recruiting. Through the duration of the course, students will have the opportunity to meet with and observe successful local piano teachers and outstanding pedagogues from across the country.

COURSE PROCEDURES: Class sessions will be devoted to learning and discussion of all aspects of teaching piano. Weekly short quizzes, individual presentations, class participation and a final exam will assess learning.

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES: 
• Students are expected to acquire knowledge and skills to effectively teach elementary level students.
• Students will be familiar with various method books and techniques.
• Students will be able to assess their pupil's individual needs and potential.
• Students will have an overview of building a private studio.

GRADING: Grade will be based on:

· Regular attendance (40%);

· Regular preparation/individual presentations (30%);

· Short quizzes (20%);

· Exam grade (20%).

Grades will be on the following scale:  
90-100% = A; 
80-89=B; 
70-79=C; 
60-69=D; 
59 or below=F.

ATTENDANCE POLICY: Attendance is required. More than three unexcused absences will result in the lowering of your final grade by one letter.
ClASSROOM/REHEARSAL ETIQUETTE: The University Code of Contact can be read at http://www.fau.edu/regulations/chapter4/4.007_Student_Code_of_Conduct.pdf 

In addition, several points specific to this class include:
· Students are expected to arrive on time

· Cell phones should be turned off

· No food or drink in class 

RELIGIOUS ACCOMMODATION: http://www.fau.edu/regulations/chapter2/Reg 2.007 8-12.pdf
In accordance with rules of the Florida Board of Education and Florida law, students have the right to reasonable accommodations from the University in order to observe religious practices and beliefs with regard to admissions, registration, class attendance, and the scheduling of examinations and work assignments. Students who wish to be excused from course work, class activities, or examinations must notify the instructor in advance of their intention to participate in religious observation and request an excused absence. The instructor will provide a reasonable opportunity to make up such excused absences. Any student who feels aggrieved regarding religious accommodations may present a grievance to the director of Equal Opportunity Programs. Any such grievances will follow Florida Atlantic University’s established grievance procedure regarding alleged discrimination. http://www.fau.edu/provost/files/religious2011.pdf
INCOMPLETE POLICY: A grade of Incomplete will be assigned only in the case of extreme emergency or illness, and must be made up within a calendar year of the end of the course.  
COURSE COMMUNICATION: All electronic communication must originate from a valid FAU email address.  The course will use Canvas for announcements, syllabus, and most of the course examinations, so make sure you know how to use this facility.  

DISABILITY POLICY STATEMENT:

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), students who require special accommodation due to a disability to properly execute coursework must register with Student Accessibility Services (SAS) and follow all SAS procedures. SAS has offices across three of FAU’s campuses – Boca Raton, Davie and Jupiter – however disability services are available for students on all campuses. 

CODE OF ACADEMIC INTEGRITY POLICY STATEMENT:

Students at Florida Atlantic University are expected to maintain the highest ethical standards. Academic dishonesty is considered a serious breach of these ethical standards, because it interferes with the university mission to provide a high quality education in which no student enjoys an unfair advantage over any other. Academic dishonesty is also destructive of the university community, which is grounded in a system of mutual trust and places high value on personal integrity and individual responsibility. Harsh penalties are associated with academic dishonesty. For more information, see University Regulation 4.001.
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