
 

 

Honors Program in Geology  
 
Qualified students may apply to participate in the upper-division honors track in the 
Geology program for both the B.A. and B.S. degrees. The honors program recognizes 
research accomplishments of talented undergraduates. Students normally begin the 
program in their sophomore or junior year and conduct independent research under the 
supervision of a mentor during their junior and senior years. 
 
To enter the program, students must have:  
 
1. A minimum of 9 credits in geology courses with GLY prefixes;  
2. Geology Core courses and cumulative overall GPA of at least 3.3, which must be 
maintained to remain in the program.  The GPA will be monitored throughout student’s 
study in the honors program.  A grace period of one semester should be extended to 
those dropping below this specified GPA. 
3. Student must formally apply for the honors program with a letter addressed to the 
honors committee.  The application and overall GPA will be assessed by an appointed 
faculty committee.  
4. The support of a faculty mentor. Interested students should contact the faculty 
member whose research interests are closest to those the student wishes to pursue.    
5. Complete an honors contract with their faculty mentor, which is a joint commitment 
between the student and mentor that the projects will be conducted at the honors level.  

To be awarded the Honors in geology designation, students must:  
 
1. Complete all requirements for the B.A. or B.S. in Geology;  
2. Complete 2 credits of: GEO 4920, Geosciences Colloquium Series (1 credit, repeated 
twice), which is an honors-specific course. 

In the Honors Colloquium course, students are exposed to talks from 
prominent researchers and professionals in the various subfields of the 
geosciences, introducing them to current important research themes, as 
well as reinforcing the scientific method and appropriate methodologies for 
problem solving in the geosciences. Speakers change every semester 

3. Complete four credits selected from: 

GEO 4948C, Field Experience (1 - 4 credits total);  

GLY 4905, Directed Independent Study (1 - 4 credits total); 

Students should consult with their faculty mentor to determine whether 
they should enroll in Field Experience or Directed Independent Study  
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