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Syllabus: MUN 4461


Vocal Chamber Music


1 credit

INSTRUCTOR: 
Dr. Patricia P. Fleitas, Professor


pfleitas@fau.edu, A&L, 245
COURSE OBJECTIVES: Vocal Chamber Music - explores the experience of ensemble performance of literature that is scored for solo voice and other combinations of instruments, including the piano. Students will prepare works for public performance, and in the process learn principles of interpretation, performance styles, rehearsal techniques, and ensemble collaboration/balance. 

COURSE PROCEDURES: Class sessions will be devoted to rehearsal and discussion of the scores programmed. Students are expected to rehearse at least one-hour a week in addition to class time.
PERFORMANCE: Selected pieces from the repertoire assigned to the class will be prepared for performance during recital hours, Music at Noon, and any other opportunities that may arise in the course of the semester. 
The class will resume with a scheduled performance at the end of the semester.  This performance will serve as the final exam for the course. 
GRADING CRITERIA

* Attendance 20%

* Weekly score preparation 40%

* Song Analysis Forms 10%

* Performances (2) 20%

* Final exam (on song analysis) 10%

GRADING: Grades will be on the following scale: 93-100% = A; 90-92=A-;87-89=B+; 83-86=B; 80-83=B-; 70-79=C; 60-69=D; 59 or below=F. 
INCOMPLETE GRADE POLICY: A grade of Incomplete will be assigned rarely and only in a documented case of extreme emergency or illness.

ATTENDANCE POLICY: Attendance to all course activities is required. Anything in excess of one unexcused absence will lower the final grade by one grade per unexcused absence. Attendance is also required of all members of the ensemble for all rehearsal/performance activities. 
COURSE SCHEDULE: The class will meet once a week for one hour and 20 minutes. 

COURSE COMMUNICATION: All electronic communication must originate from a valid FAU email address. Course instructions and all materials will be posted on the course Blackboard website. Students are expected to check the site regularly between classes for instructions or other information. Not checking Blackboard does not excuse students from required work or knowledge of announcements that have been posted.

CLASSROOM ETIQUETTE: 
Academic Integrity Policy Statement: Students at Florida Atlantic University are expected to maintain the highest ethical standards. Academic dishonesty, including cheating and plagiarism, is considered a serious breach of these ethical standards, because it interferes with the University mission to provide a high quality education in which no student enjoys an unfair advantage over any other. Academic dishonesty is also destructive of the University community, which is grounded in a system of mutual trust and places high value on personal integrity and individual responsibility. Harsh penalties are associated with academic dishonesty. For more information, see the Code of Academic Integrity in the University Regulations:  http;//www.fau.edu/regulations/chapter4/4.001_Code_of_Academic_Integrity.pdf 

In addition, several points specific to this class include: 

. Students are expected to arrive on time, set up, and tuned or warmed up, and be ready to play by the 


beginning of the lesson.

. Cell phones should be turned off. 


. No food is allowed in class. 

DISABILITY POLICY STATEMENT: In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADAAA), students who require reasonable accommodations due to a disability to properly execute coursework must register with Student Accessibility Services (SAS)–in Boca Raton, SU 133 (561-297-3880), in Davie, LA 131 (954-236-1222), in Jupiter, SR 110 (561-799-8585)–and follow all SAS procedures.

RELIGIOUS HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION: The FAU policy of religious accommodation will be followed. Students who need such accommodation for a holiday that falls on a class day should make the request in writing in advance of the holiday. Students will be allowed to makeup any work without penalty.

ACCOMMODATION FOR ABSENCES FOR UNIVERSITY-APPROVED OBLIGATIONS (ATHLETICS, APPROVED PERFORMANCES, SCHOLASTIC TEAMS, ETC): Please see the following link for University policy. Students will be allowed to makeup work without penalty and are requested to notify the professor in advance of the absence, or as soon as possible thereafter. http://www.fau.edu/provost/files/studentabsences.pdf  
COURSE SCHEDULE: The class will meet once a week for one hour and 20 minutes.

* Week I Course Introduction and repertoire assignments

o Go over song analysis forms and process

o Assign repertoire to the given vocal ensembles

* Week II - III Score analysis presentations and reference listening

* Week IV - VII Vocal coaching, rehearsal, and discussion of songs’ analysis

* Week VIII Mid-term performance evaluation at a vocal performance class

* Week IX – XIII Continue with vocal coaching, rehearsal, and discussion of songs’ analysis

* Week XIV Second Performance

* Week XV Comprehensive final exam on the literature rehearsed and studied
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