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University Faculty Senate Meeting Minutes

March 30, 2007

Circulated March 16, 2007
1. The UFS meeting was called to order by President Roy Levow at 2:15 p.m. The meeting took place in the BOT Room located on the third floor of the Administration Building, on the Boca Raton Campus, and via video conference at the Treasure Coast Campus, the MacArthur Campus, the Fort Lauderdale Campus, and the Davie Campus.

Members Present: Mike Harris, Tim Lenz, Sam Hsu, Michele Hawkins, John Valentine, 
Eric Shaw, Deborah Floyd, Lydia Smiley, Khaled Sobhan, Marguerite J. Purnell, Fred 
Hoffman, John Childrey, Roy Levow, Bruce Arneklev, Hugh Miller, Mehdi Kaighobadi, 
Marta Cruz-Jansen, Pierre-Philippe Beaujean, Mary Faraci, Bob Cerveny, Jim Gray, Jill 
Jones, John Pritchett, Bill McDaniel, Gary Parsons, Leigh McFarland



Guests Present: Debbie Raines, Michael Armstrong, Barbara Pletcher, Jeff Schilit, Karl 


Stevens, Diane Alperin, Donald Leone
2. The minutes of the UFS meeting minutes from February 23, 2007 were approved with the correction to the Provost’s Forum. The corrected sentence is: The provost stated he would meet with all of the candidates, not just those receiving a negative recommendation.
3. Announcements

There will be Faculty Club following the UFS meeting.
4. BOT report (Roy Levow)

The BOT held a workshop and their formal meeting last week. The workshop dealt with two topics. One was an update on communications and the other was athletics, the focus being on the athletics budget.

The Board took final action on several items that have been through the Senate including final approval of limited access for architecture, the Davie campus master plan was adopted, the contract with the Police Benevolent Association, and the United Faculty of Florida contract has been approved.

The other issue of interest to UFS is the arrangements between FAU and Harbor Branch Oceanographic Institute and their foundation. An agreement has been reached that Harbor Branch Oceanographic Institute would become an institute within FAU. Part of the land will be transferred to FAU.

5. UPC consent agenda (recommended by Steering)

http://www.cse.fau.edu/~roy/ufs_docs/steering_20070319/UUPC%20Consent%20Agenda%20March%202,%202007.doc

All items on the UPC consent agenda were approved by UFS.
6. UPC action items
http://www.cse.fau.edu/~roy/ufs_docs/steering_20070319/UUPC%20Report%20to%20UFS%20March%202,%202007(revised).doc
a. Freshmen Reading Initiative

http://www.cse.fau.edu/~roy/ufs_docs/steering_20070319/Freshman%20Reading%20Proposal.doc
Mary Ann Gosser Esquilin, Interim Dean for undergraduate Studies, and Debbie Raines, faculty member in the College of Nursing, presented the program to UFS. There was a short discussion about the program which will begin this summer.
There was no further discussion, no objection; the program is adopted. 
b. New Asian Studies Certificate

No discussion; the proposal is adopted.
c. Revised Jewish Studies B.A. and Certificate Programs
No discussion; the proposal is adopted.
d. New Bachelor of Science in Geomatics Engineering Degree Program

http://www.cse.fau.edu/~roy/ufs_docs/steering_20070319/Geomatics_BS_Proposal_20070319_FINAL.pdf
Karl Stevens, Dean of the College of Engineering and Computer Science, presented the program. 

There was no further discussion, no objection; the program was adopted.
e. Revised Biological Sciences B.S. Program
The Steering Committee recommends approval but without the alternative BSC4930 course. This is in keeping with Senate policy of not including special topics courses as specific requirements in degree programs.

No discussion; the proposal is adopted without the inclusion of BSC4930.
f. Revised Geographic Information Systems Certificate 

No discussion; the proposal is adopted.
7. GPC consent agenda (recommended by Steering)
http://www.cse.fau.edu/~roy/ufs_docs/steering_20070319/UGPC%20Consent%20Agenda%20&%20Action%20Items%20for%20March%2019.doc
The courses CET5889 and TCN6122 moved to the action agenda due to pending consultation with related departments.

All items on the GPC consent agenda, excluding CET5889 and TCN6122, were approved by UFS.

8. GPC action items

a. New courses: CET5889 and TCN6122 (Moved from consent agenda, above.  Recommended by Steering subject to consultation with related departments.) 

Motion to refer CET5889 back to the committee for the appropriate documentation.
Votes were counted – those in favor, 12; those not in favor, 8.
Call for clarification: what was the recommendation from the GPC? The recommendation was for approval.
Motion to approve TCN6122. No discussion, no objection; the course is adopted.
b. Change in Ph.D. program in Mathematics (Last item on GPC consent agenda, above. Recommended by Steering)


This applies only to mathematical sciences.

There was no further discussion, no objection; the proposal is adopted.
c. Graduate Forgiveness Policy (Negative recommendation from Steering as general policy.  Steering suggests consideration of proposals from individual departments that may wish this option.)
http://www.cse.fau.edu/~roy/ufs_docs/steering_20070319/UGC%20Action%20item%20for%20March%2019th.doc
A long discussion ensued regarding the need for this policy. This comes from the University Graduate Council. The UGC chair requests that the Senate votes on it today. It will be the department’s choice to implement the policy.
No further discussion, the policy is not approved.
9. Policy Recommendations from Circle of Chairs
http://www.cse.fau.edu/~roy/ufs_docs/Circle%20of%20Chairs%20Requests.html
a. Make Electronic Version the Official Catalog (UPC and GPC)

UGC has looked at the proposal and recommends it. UPC has not approved it.
A motion is made to refer back to the UPC. The motion is approved.

b. Change Undergraduate Enrollment Limit to 18 Credits (UPC)

A motion is made to refer back to the UPC. The motion is approved.

c. Classify Non-degree Post Baccalaureate Students as Graduate (GPC)

Motion to refer back to UGC for consultation with provost’s office. The motion is approved.
10. Resolution Encouraging Better Faculty Response to Request for Freshman Progress Reports.

In response to a request from the Provost, the Steering Committee recommends the following motion to the Senate.

“The University Faculty Senate encourages faculty to respond to the request for freshman progress information so appropriate advising and support can be provided to freshmen experiencing academic difficulties.”


There was a discussion on retention and encouraging students to be responsible.

There was no further discussion, no objection; the proposal is adopted.
11. Report on Enrollment Planning, Recruiting, and Classroom Assignment to Courses. (Mike Armstrong)

FAU is trying to boost numbers because the number of students in HS in Broward and Palm Beach Counties are shrinking, as are the feeder schools; BCC and PBCC. Barbara Pletcher, Director of Admissions, presented a report on the recruitment efforts.
12. Collective Bargaining report

The end of the old cycle was reported in the BOT report. A new cycle is now beginning. Updates will be in the newsletter.
13. Open forum with the Provost

Promotion and Tenure Committee update: The Provost and Diane Alperin have met with 37 of the 45 people so far. The process will be complete by earlier next week.

Dean searches: the searches for the Dean of Arts and Letters and the Dean of Graduate Studies have been completed. Final recommendations for the positions will be given to the provost soon. There is one person left to interview for the position of Dean of Undergraduate Studies.

College of Education passed the NCATE accreditation review. 

14. The UFS meeting was adjourned at 4:03 p. m.

