PARENT’S NEWSLETTER

February 2009
Student Organization
Black Student Union

Black Student Union & Multicultural Programming’s (BSU&MP) was created on campus to develop and provide cultural enrichment for all students at Florida Atlantic University. Their purpose is to develop students educationally and socially and to uphold their self identification with their history and culture. The main  purpose of this organization is to foster cultural unity in order to fulfill the responsibility of serving the Blacks, Hispanics, Multicultural and other minority students of Florida Atlantic University although it addresses issues affecting all students on campus.
Students who are part of Black Student Union & Multicultural Programming consider themselves the example setters for promoting “Positive Cultural Endeavors” amongst student organizations.
Originally founded June 8, 1970 as a club, BSU&MP is student created, student ran, student led and student controlled. BSU&MP is the First black or multicultural organization of any kind on campus. On February 28, 2002 BSU&MP became an Agency, only the third BSU in the nation to hold such status. BSU&MP is the longest lasting of this type and the 2nd oldest organization on the campus.

For more information on their organization or on how to join it, please feel free to contact: 
Collene O’ Reilly

Director

Black Student Union &

Multicultural Programming

(561) 297-4037

OWL PARENT ASSOCIATION

Dear Owl Parent,

FAU is embarking on a new venture in starting the Owl Parent Association.  Our goal is to provide parents with the information they need to support their college students, and an opportunity to connect with other FAU parents.

By joining the Owl Parent Association, you can become a part of this new and exciting, volunteer-driven organization.  We would like to gain support of all parents and provide opportunities for parents of FAU students to develop a closer relationship with FAU.

We are here to support you, just as you are supporting your students during their FAU college experience.  For further details on joining the Parents Association, please go to our website www.fau.edu/parents or e-mail clynch12@fau.edu. 

Sincerely,

Owl Parent Advisory Board

Important Housing Information for Fall 2009
Room Selection Re-loaded

March 23 – 31, 2009

The time of year is upon us when students begin making their plans for the next academic year.  In Housing, that means we are gearing up for the room selection process.  Last year, we introduced the concept of the deposit instead of a pre-payment, which means that students no longer have to put money down when they participate in room selection. This process will still allow students to pick the exact room they want and pull in one roommate/suitemate.  In order to prepare residents for the new process, the Housing Business Services staff will present several in-hall information sessions for residents.  During these sessions, students will be able to see exactly what the system will look like.  Information sessions will occur February 24 and 25 as well as March 10, 11, 12.

In the interest of balancing the housing needs of our returning residents with the needs of our incoming freshman students, we are instituting a lottery system.  In recent years, we have seen an increased interest in on-campus housing among our upper-class students.  Historically, however, up to 300 of those returning students have cancelled their contracts throughout the summer and fall months while waiting lists for freshmen have grown longer.  It is important that we have enough spaces available for freshman, as they are required to live on campus.  While the lottery process will limit the number of returning students who can initially sign up for 2009-2010 housing, residents who do not receive housing will have the option of putting their names on a waiting list separate from the waiting list for freshmen.  As returning students cancel their contracts, spaces will then be offered to those on the waiting list.  Throughout the process, we hope that residents will recognize our commitment to housing both freshman and upperclassmen. In the end, it is important that we try to do what is best for both groups by placing the appropriate number of students in the right place at the right time.  Please understand that the lottery system will likely be discontinued once the first building of Innovation Village opens in August 2010.  

Lottery numbers will be randomly assigned to every current resident and will be e-mailed with additional instructions during the week of March 9-13.  One of the most important pieces of information for students to remember during this time is that our main method of communication is through the FAU e-mail system.  If students have chosen to forward their FAU e-mail to other types of accounts (Yahoo, Hotmail, Gmail, etc.), they need to add housing@fau.edu to their e-mail address books.  This will ensure that e-mails from the Department of Housing and Residential Life will not be sent to trash or bulk folders.  

We look forward to communicating the details of our new selection process in the weeks to come.  In the meantime, our staff will gladly address your room selection questions.  You may call us at (561) 297-2880 or send an e-mail to housing@fau.edu.

Question of the Month

Financial Aid Alerts
FAFSA

If you have NOT filed your 2009-2010 FAFSA, the Office of Student Financial Aid would like to encourage you to file your FAFSA early for the following reasons: 
1. The earlier you apply for financial aid, the better chance you have of receiving the maximum amount of funds.

2. You do not need your 2008 income tax return to apply in January. You may estimate your taxes using your 2007 tax return and update your information once you submit your 2008 income tax return to the IRS.

3. The processing of your financial aid file takes time. Getting an early start will allow you to plan more efficiently.

4. A FAFSA is required when applying for some scholarships.

The FAU priority deadline is March 1, 2009 (see Important Dates section of the Financial Aid website). By completing the FAFSA, you may be able to take advantage of various sources of federal, state and institutional aid, including grants, scholarships, student employment and loans.

If you are interested in work study, please be sure to check the appropriate box. You will not be awarded these funds unless you specify that you are interested on the FAFSA application. In addition, make sure to complete the planned housing code (on Step 6, Housing Plan, on your FAFSA) with your appropriate housing status, since leaving this section blank could result in under-funding.

Don't miss out by filing late! Go to http:///www.fafsa.ed.gov to get started.

FAU School Codes:  (Boca Campus:  001481, Davie Campus:  E00584, Jupiter/PSL Campus: E00830). 

If more information is needed, please visit the Office of Student Financial Aid website at http://www.fau.edu/finaid or all (561)297-3530.

SUMMER FINANCIAL AID

Students may request financial aid for the SUMMER 2009 terms beginning February 2. 2009 exclusively on Self-Service via MyFAU (click on the Money Matters tab). There are ONLY four questions that you should respond too. 
Please respond to ALL questions, since leaving any of the questions unanswered would cause a delay in the awarding process. Apply early because funds will be available on first-come, first-served basis. 

For more details and eligibility for SUMMER 2009 financial aid visit:
http://www.fau.edu/finaid/summer.php or call (561) 297-3530.  



FAU Announcement
Civil Rights and the Presidency
Experts offer insight at the Alan B. Larkin Symposium on the American Presidency
Florida Atlantic University’s third annual Alan B. Larkin Symposium on the American Presidency will be presented on Thursday, February 12 and Friday, February 13 at the University Theatre at FAU’s Boca Raton campus. “Civil Rights and the Presidency: From Nixon to Obama” will address the history of civil rights in the years following the death of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  Speakers will put the 2008 election in historical context to answer questions about how American views about race have changed since the civil rights movement. 

Civil rights activist Mary Frances Berry will present the first lecture as keynote speaker with “Winning While Losing?: The Conservative Movement and Civil Rights during the Reagan Years” on February 12 at 4 p.m. Lectures will continue throughout the day on February 13 from 10 a.m. until 4:30 p.m. 

Berry served on the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights for U.S. presidents Jimmy Carter through George W. Bush. In the 1980s, after U.S. President Ronald Reagan fired her for criticizing his civil rights policies, she sued him and won reinstatement in federal district court. Berry later became chairman of the commission and served in that position until 2004. She is currently the Geraldine R. Segal Professor of American Social Thought and professor of history at the University of Pennsylvania. 

“Coming just weeks after the inauguration of the nation’s first African-American president, this symposium will provide a very timely look at the meaning and significance of recent events in American political history,” said Dr. Kenneth Osgood, a historian at FAU and the director of the Larkin Symposium.  “Until now, historians have defined the four decades since the election of Richard Nixon in 1968 as the conservative era in American politics, a period where civil rights issues sat on the back burner.  But with the election of Barack Obama, we may have to start rewriting that history.  The world class writers and scholars speaking at this symposium will provide a glimpse at how the momentous events of 2008 are causing us to rethink the past.”  

The second keynote speaker for the symposium, Ronald Walters, who is a professor of government and politics at the University of Maryland, will present “Barack Obama: ‘Turning the Page’ on the Conservative Era in American Politics” on February 13 at 1 p.m. A regular commentator for the news media throughout the 2008 election, Walters is one of the foremost experts on race and American politics.  He worked for both of Jesse Jackson’s presidential campaigns and is the current director of the African American Leadership Institute and Scholar Practitioner Program.

Other speakers will address Sunbelt politics, the law and courts, affirmative action, political campaigns, and the international dimensions of civil rights concerns.  Since Reagan exerted a profound impact on recent American politics, many of the speakers will explore the impact and legacy of his presidency on issues relating to civil rights.  

The symposium is part of a generous endowment to the Dorothy F. Schmidt College of Arts and Letters history department by the family of Alan B. Larkin. Additional support for the symposium comes from the Palm Beach County Tourist Development Council and the Palm Beach County Cultural Council.  For more information on the two-day symposium and a full list of speakers, visit www.fau.edu/larkin or call FAU’s history department at 561-297-2816.  All lectures and presentations are free and open to the public. No tickets are required.

Calendar of Events

· Kultur Festival 2009 Film: “A Cantor’s Tale” – with Cantor Jacob Mendelson
Date: February 26
time: 7:30PM
Location: FAU’s S.E. Wimberly Library
· Spring Break
Date: March 2-8

· Etiquette Luncheon
Date: March 12

Time: 12-2 p.m.

Location: Eleanor R. Baldwin House

Sponsor: Career Development Center

For more information on campus events, please visit: 
http://fau.hosted.webevent.com/cgi-bin/webevent.cgi?y=2009&m=2&d=27&cmd=calmonth&de=1&tf=0&sib=1&sb=0&sa=0&ws=0&stz=Default&sort=t,e,m&cat=&swe=1&cf=cal&set=0&cal=cal1 
Office of the Month
Campus Recreation
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Recreation & Fitness Center Project
The FAU Recreation & Fitness Center - Phase I is an $11 million, 38,100 sq. ft. state-of-the-art facility where students, faculty, staff and alumni can meet, relax, workout and be engaged in FAU campus life.
Phase II is a $7.7 million expansion that will add approximately 38,000 sq. ft. of space including 17,000 sq. ft. outdoor pool and deck in addition to expanded fitness center, locker rooms, additional multipurpose activity court and more.  
Behind this project initiative was the desire to enhance a sense of tradition, pride and student life on the FAU campus. The facility will provide new and improved recreation and fitness space, programming opportunities, and serve as a community hub for Florida Atlantic University.
Phase I Compelted: January 5, 2009
Phase I features include:
· 6,600 sq. ft. fitness center with more than 40 pieces of cardio equipment, two circuit training units, free weight area and stretching area 

· Two fitness performance rooms designed for yoga, pilates, aerobics, spinning and more 

· Men’s and women’s health club style locker rooms 

· Multi-purpose gymnasium for basketball, volleyball and special events. 

Phase II Completion Expected: Spring 2010.
Phase II Construction Underway:
· Expanded fitness center will provide approximately 11,000 sq. ft. of total space to meet your fitness needs 

· Multipurpose Activity Court (MAC) will be an additional full size basketball court 
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Leisure and lap pool will be a 17,000 sq. ft. aquatic facility that includes a zero depth beach entry leisure pool, bench seating and three (3) - 25 yard lap lanes.  
· Student and member lounge to relax before and after a workout 

· Expanded locker rooms to accommodate our new spaces 

· Food service area will offer healthy snacks and drinks for users 
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THANK YOU!


FAU OWL PARENT ASSOCIATION ADVISORY BOARD


Leroy Carter (Tampa, FL)�Linda Herman (Boca Raton, FL)�Lori Martin (Orlando, FL)�Darlene Geiger (Melbourne, FL)


John Williams (Tampa, FL)�Allison Underwood (Hollywood, FL) �Martha Patrick (Miami, FL)�


The Owl Parent Association is proud to count with the above mentioned parents on the Parental Advisory Board.  We want to THANK YOU for your efforts and dedication!








