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Prepare Your Family for a Tornado

Tornadoes are windstorms with rotating funnel clouds that often touch the ground. They are dangerous and can occur at any time of year. Most take place between March and August. Any state can have a tornado. But, they happen more often in the Midwest. Despite today’s technology, tornadoes usually are unexpected. You may only have moments to get your family to a safe location. Here’s what you can do to make sure your family’s ready:

Make a Plan

· Have drills each tornado season.

· Choose an area in the home as a shelter.
· Learn the difference between a tornado watch and warning. A watch means conditions are favorable for a tornado. A warning is issued when a tornado has been spotted.
· Have disaster supplies on hand. Stock an emergency kit that includes:

· A battery-operated radio 

· A flashlight with extra batteries 

· Emergency food and water

· A non-electric can opener

· Essential medicines 
· A first-aid kit and manual

· Cash and credit cards

· Sturdy shoes 
· Contact your local emergency management office or American Red Cross chapter for more information on tornadoes.

Develop an Emergency Communications Strategy

· Have a plan for meeting up with your family if you get separated. 

· Have an out-of-state relative or friend to serve as a main contact. Often, it’s easier to call long distance after a disaster. 

· Make sure your family knows the name, address and phone number of the contact person. 

Learn Tornado Danger Signs

· You may not always see a funnel. A moving cloud of debris also can mark the location of a tornado.
· Before a tornado hits, the wind may die down. And, the air may become very still. 

· In general, tornadoes occur near the trailing edge of a thunderstorm. It’s not unusual to see clear, sunlit skies behind a tornado. 

Source: Adapted from the Federal Emergency Management Agency. Visit www.fema.gov for more information on tornadoes or other disasters and emergencies.
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