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Make a Plan for Hurricane Season

The hurricane season usually starts in June and lasts through November. Hurricanes can bring heavy rains, high winds and storm surges when they hit land. These storms can cause a great deal of damage. So, preparing ahead of time is important. Here’s what you can do:

· Plan an evacuation route. Contact your local emergency management office or American Red Cross chapter. Ask for a community hurricane preparedness plan. It should include information on warning signals, the safest evacuation routes and emergency shelter locations.

· Learn safe routes inland. Be ready to drive 20 to 50 miles to a safe location. If an evacuation is ordered, get out right away. Keep your gas tank filled just in case. If you can’t drive, make other plans for transportation. 
· Keep disaster supplies on hand. Stock an emergency kit that includes:

· A battery-operated radio 

· A flashlight with extra batteries 

· Emergency food and water

· A non-electric can opener

· Essential medicines 
· A first-aid kit and manual

· Cash and credit cards

· Sturdy shoes 
· Make a plan for your pets. Pets may not be allowed into emergency shelters. This can be for health and space reasons. Call your local humane society for information on area animal shelters.

· Teach family members how to respond before, during and after. Show loved ones how and when to turn off gas, electricity and water. Train children on how and when to call 911 or your local authorities. Tell them which radio stations to listen to for emergency information.

· Secure important documents. Keep copies of your will, insurance policies and bank accounts in a safe place.

· Protect your windows. Permanent shutters are the best protection. Plywood panels are a lower-cost approach. Marine plywood is best. Use 1/2-inch plywood and cut pieces to fit each window. Be sure to mark which board fits which window. Pre-drill holes every 18 inches for screws. Do this well before a storm is predicted.

· Trim weak or dead branches from trees.

· Research flood insurance. Check your homeowner’s policy. They don’t always cover flood damage. Look into the National Flood Insurance Program. For more information, contact your local insurance agent or emergency management office. And, buy insurance well in advance. There’s usually a 30-day waiting period before a new policy becomes effective. 
· Develop a communication plan. Have a plan for meeting up with your family if you get separated. Ask an out-of-state relative or friend to serve as a main contact. Make sure your family knows their name, address and phone number. It’s often easier to call long distance after a disaster. 


Source: Adapted from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the Federal Emergency Management Agency. Visit www.fema.gov for more information on hurricanes or other disasters and emergencies.
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