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After a Hurricane

Dealing With the Immediate Damage 

The damage caused by hurricanes can be devastating. If you and your family evacuated, returning home after a storm may be difficult. Hazards can be anywhere. Always use extreme caution. Some situations, such as flooded areas and downed power lines, are very dangerous. They should be avoided completely if possible. Once a hurricane has moved on, follow these tips to help keep your family safe:

· Stay tuned to a local radio station for information.
· Help injured or trapped persons. Give first aid, when appropriate. But, don’t move a seriously injured person unless they’re in immediate danger of further injury. Call for help. 
· Return home only after authorities say it’s safe to do so.
· Never touch or go near loose power lines. Immediately report them to your electric company and local authorities. 
· Enter your home with caution. Beware of snakes, insects, and wild or stray animals driven to higher ground by floodwater. 
· Open windows and doors to ventilate and dry your home. 
· Check refrigerated foods for spoilage. Discard all foods that are perishable or that may have been contaminated. Use tap water only if it’s declared safe by local authorities.
· Take pictures of damage to your house and its contents for insurance claims.  
· Drive only if necessary. Avoid flooded roads and washed-out bridges.
· Use a telephone only for emergency calls.
· Inspect utilities in your damaged home.

· Check for gas leaks. If you smell gas, or hear a blowing or hissing noise, open a window. Then, quickly leave the building. If possible, turn off the gas at the outside main valve. And, call your gas company from a neighbor’s home. Don’t try to turn it back on yourself. Wait for the gas company to arrive.

· Look for electrical damage. If you see sparks, broken and frayed wires, or smell hot insulation, turn off your electricity. Don’t step in water to reach the fuse box or circuit breaker. Call a qualified electrician for advice. And, don’t turn your power back on until it’s inspected by a qualified electrician.

Source: Adapted from the Federal Emergency Management Agency. Visit www.fema.gov for more information on hurricanes or other disasters and emergencies.

