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 I am pleased to report that the History 

Department had another outstanding year, high-

lighted by tremendous scholarly productivity and 

sponsorship of first-rate lectures.  In the past two 

years alone, eight faculty members had books 

appear in print; currently, six have books under 

contract.  In 2010, Dr. Ken Holloway (associate 

professor; tenured in 2010) received his second 

book contract from the prestigious Oxford Uni-

versity Press. Dr. Cruz-Taura received a Schol-

arly and Creative Activity Fellowship for spring 

semester 2012, which she will use to further her 

work on seventeenth century Cuban texts. 

 Heartiest congratulations are also in 

order for Drs. Lawrence, McGetchin and 

White, who were tenured and received promo-

tion to the rank of associate professor during this 

past academic year and to Dr. Ben Lowe and 

Dr. Marianne Sanua, who received promotion 

to the rank of professor.  I‘m delighted to report 

that Dr. Doug Kanter was the finalist from the 

College of Arts and Letters for the University-

wide Distinguished Teacher of the Year Award. 

 Congratulations are also in order for 

49 students who received the BA in history, and 

the 9 Master‘s Degree recipients.  This spring 

semester our Xi Omega chapter of the National 

History Honor Society, Phi Alpha Theta, cele-

brated the initiation of 21 new members, and 11 

students received awards funded by depart-

ment donors.  Local residents Frances Edelman 

and Hugh Ripley have recently provided addi-

tional generous funding to student scholarships 

endowed in their respective names.  In addition, 

Mr. Ripley donated 2,288 books, 86 journals, 

and 2 DVDs.  The Society of Colonial Wars has 

continued to provide fellowship support for fac-

ulty members doing research in early U.S. histo-

ry for the second year in a row.  In spring of 

2011, the Weiner family announced its intention 

to endow two new awards for undergraduates 

pursuing research in early U.S. history. 

 The History Department Symposi-

um Committee, which oversees the John O‘Sul-

livan Memorial Lecture and the Alan B. Larkin 

Symposium on the American Presidency, had anoth-

er banner year.  Last fall, 400 attended the O‘Sulli-

van lecture, delivered by Dr. Robert Goldberg of the 

University of Utah on conspiracy culture in modern 

America.  In February, 2011, the featured guest  of 

the Larkin Symposium was Daniel Ellsberg, who 

leaked the infamous Pentagon Papers to the press 

forty years ago, thereby setting in motion a sequence 

of events which changed the course of American 

History.  The symposium was kicked off with a doc-

umentary film and introductory remarks by Ellsberg 

expert Dr. George Herring, which was attended by 

400—and a lecture by Daniel Ellsberg himself; about 

1700 attended his talk in the Barry Kaye Auditorium.  

This year also marked another first for the symposi-

um with the publication of a book emanating from 

the first Larkin symposium entitled Selling War in 

the Media Age (University Press of Florida); a se-

cond book on civil rights and the American presiden-

cy is in press. 

 The success of these events can be attribut-

ed to Dr. Ken Osgood‘s leadership in his role as 

director of the Larkin/O‘Sullivan Symposium Series, 

and the outstanding support from our department 

administrator, Mrs. Zella Linn, the event coordina-

tor, who arranged travel and accommodations for all 

symposium participants and expertly handled dozens 

of other details related to both events.   

 History faculty co-sponsored or otherwise 

lent their expertise to support several lectures and 

university events.  Specialists in U.S. History have 

also engaged in outreach with local high school 

teachers by entering into a partnership with the 

School District of Palm Beach County to enhance 

the teaching of American History in support of its 

Teaching American History Grant.  Colleagues will 

offer seminars in nineteenth and early twentieth cen-

tury U.S. history.  Our interaction with the school 

district through the Department of History is and 

remains an important part of an ongoing discipline-

based initiative to bring History to the High Schools 

as well as into the community. 

 This year of great successes has also been 

a year of transition as well—indeed, we have suf-

fered some losses.  Dr. Sallie Brown retired in May, 
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2011.  Dr. Anna Lawrence and Dr. Ken Osgood have moved to other 

universities.  While we wish them the very best in their new roles, we 

deeply regret their departure and know that we will miss them tremen-

dously, as will their students. We were also deeply saddened by the 

loss of Dr. Donn Curl, who passed away this past December after 

waging a heroic battle against cancer. This issue is respectfully dedi-

cated to his memory. 

 As this newsletter enters its thirteenth year, it is clear that 

the department continues to fulfill its mission of informing current 

students, publishing original research, and reaching out to the commu-

nity, alumni and donors.  We are always delighted to hear from all of 

you, and hope that you continue to keep us informed about what you 

are doing, and about how we are doing.  We are grateful for your in-

terest, support and generosity . 

 Please accept my sincere wishes for a happy and productive 

year! 

Patricia Kollander 

Professor and Chair 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Daniel Ellsberg (Seen third from the left) took a moment to meet with the History De-

partment Graduate and Teaching Assistants after his lecture for the Alan B. Larkin 

Symposium in the Spring of 2011. From Left to Right: Aubrey Kintop, Daniel Stone, 

Daniel Ellsberg, Alecia Harmer, Carson Wilkie, and Jared Emery.  
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 It is with great sadness that 

the history department announces the 

death of Dr. Donald Curl on December 4, 2010.  Dr. Curl received his 

Ph.D. from the Ohio State University in 1964 and came to FAU that 

very year as a member of the original faculty at FAU.  He specialized 

in Florida History with an emphasis on local and architectural themes.  

He was actively involved with various historical and preservation 

organizations and served on the boards of the Florida Historical Socie-

ty, the Historical Society of Palm Beach, the Boca Raton Preservation 

Board, the Palm Beach Landmarks Commission, and was a member of 

the Florida National Register Review Board. 

 An accomplished scholar in Florida history, Dr. Curl au-

thored several books articles and book chapters during his career at 

FAU, including a history of FAU, which appeared in 2000.  He re-

ceived high praise for his scholarship: his editing of Pioneer Life in 

Southwest Florida was awarded a Certificate of Commendation by the 

American Association for State and Local History and his book, 

Mizner’s Florida: American Resort Architecture, received the Rem-

bert Patrick prize for best book in Florida history in 1984.  In 1996 he 

was given the American Association for State and Local History‘s 

Award of Merit for dedication in the field of Florida history. 

 Dr. Curl was a remarkable scholar, teacher, colleague, men-

tor and friend.  He will be sorely missed. 

 On Sunday December 12, 2010, the Boca Raton Historical 

Society held a reception to celebrate the life of Dr. Donn Curl.  Many 

friends and colleagues came to celebrate his life.  Three of our current 

history professors spoke of their fond memories of Donn Curl on that 

occasion: 

Dr. Sallie Brown 

 Everybody who speaks about Donn today will start off by 

saying what a great friend he was—how welcoming, how easy to 

know. 

 When I first met Donn he was chair of the history depart-

ment and I was a job applicant.  I was pretty shaky and completely  

unsure about the progress of my two days here, and when he took me 

to the plane he was of course friendly, but very cool and businesslike.  

I got home dejected—told Sandy no way.  Then the next day Donn 

called and offered me the job.  Ever since then, throughout my four-

teen years here, he‘s been a real friend and mentor.  Without his help 

along the way I‘d have fallen on my face more than once. 

 But Donn threw me for a loop when he insisted that I learn 

to teach Florida History.  I‘m a north Florida native, but the closest I‘d 

gotten was teaching about the South and Georgia.  Donn handed me a 

copy of Tebeau, signed his Mizner book for me, and said do it—if 

we‘re going to have that campus up there in Jupiter (a place, I think, 

of which he never really quite approved) somebody has to teach Flori-

da history there.  In the meantime he continued my SE Florida educa-

tion in many ways—including the change to participate in his histori-

cal house tours in Palm Beach and during a road trip when the four of 

us explored the history of Miami and Key West a few years back.  

That was great fun.  I thank God I was able to do Florida History 

―practice teaching‖ under Donn‘s guidance. 

 My favorite part of course, still, is teaching Pioneer Life in 

SE Florida, Charles Pierce‘s Palm Beach County memoir, edited so 

faithfully by Donn Curl forty years ago.  I challenge the Historical 

Society-or SOMEBODY-to republish this fabulous local source now-

in Donn‘s memory.  It should not be out of print. 

 Another thing everybody will tell you is that Donn gave 

great parties and was a gourmet cook.  That silky pate he made, the 

delicious Julia Childs cassolet, leg of lamb—yum. 

 Just to balance that fancy stuff a bit, I‘ll tell one less suc-

cessful cooking story.  When Sandy and I were in Prague for six 

months in 2008, Donn and Fred came to visit for a week.  It was early 

March, and cold—so one night we decided to stay in and cook dinner 

in our minute alcove kitchen.  Donn and I went to Albert‘s, the local 

grocer, to buy dinner.  In our little kitchen, pots were at a premium—

the owners had provided one little sauce pan and a soup pot.  So we‘d 

bought a skillet in which to fry the pork chops for dinner.  To com-

plete cooking, Donn put the old soup pot top on the cooking chops.  It 

fit—too tight.  A vacuum.  All three men worked for an hour trying to 

get the top off, to no avail.  Fred was real hungry, but alas, we had 

potatoes and beans for supper.  The next day Sandy took the skillet 

outside and beat it hard on the frozen sidewalk—it popped open and 

the local dogs had a good breakfast (if you‘ve ever been to Prague you 

know there is no shortage of dogs there).  The next night we dined on 

garlic soup and goulash at the local pub! 

 Donn left us with lots of happy memories.  He was a great 

scholar, a fine gentlemen, and good, good friend—how we‘ll miss 

him.  Cheers! 

Dr. Steve Engle 

 Donn was chair in 1990 when I first came to FAU, and it 

was at his house in Boca where my wife and I met members of the 

department.  He always had an inviting smile and welcoming charm 

that made us both feel at ease as I entered into being an assistant pro-

fessor.  He never once cracked a joke about my being from West Vir-

ginia, unlike other members—still on the faculty, Dr. Breslow. 
 During my year in Germany, I remember Donn emailing 

and asking if I would direct the graduate program, and although I had 
made plans to move on, Donn asked me to stay at FAU, citing the fact 

that no other place would be as collegial and provide an environment 

where I could get my work done. 
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 The year I became chair of the department, Donn retired, 

along with Harry, Les, and Bill Marina, and frankly I was sad. 

 To honor them, I thought it was appropriate to start a tradi-

tion of having all the members of the department attend the last lecture 

of these faculty members.  Some of you may remember that when it 

was finished in Donn‘s class, we stood and clapped, and the parade 

was over.  Little did I know I would be hiring them all as adjuncts 

over the years...so much for the last lecture idea… 

 But seriously, for those of us who have dedicated our lives 

to the profession of teaching, researching and writing about the past, 

the passing of a historian is marked not by time, but by the incalcula-

ble measure of what they left behind-in Donn‘s  case, a legacy of local 

history.  The fact that we are gathered in this building today is a testi-

mony to Donn.  Folks in the university community would do well to 

follow our example, his example as a historian by being the best at a 

few things and not the jack of all trades: finding a field of untapped 

earth and simply plow it deeper and deeper. 

 In the four decades that Donn represented the history depart-

ment as a teacher, his impact in the classroom was profound and the 

numbers of students who passed though his classes would not forget 

their experience, in fact, many of them over the years even became 

history majors because of him.  Just yesterday I spoke to a former 

student, who was in the second graduating class here at FAU in 1967, 

and remembered Donn fondly.  When I asked his best memory, he 

simply said, he‘s the reason I became a history major—-what greater 

compliment could one have? 

 The reality of what we do in this business is that there is no 

celebration or parade when we receive our doctorate degrees, there is 

no parade when we publish the book or article or give a paper at the 

AHA….only among our colleagues do we acknowledge that another 

milestone has been reached and perhaps a small memento left behind 

that bears our name.  Yet, the years spent in between are filled with 

students who remember your lectures, scholars who will read what 

you wrote, and the appreciation of your colleagues who once shared in 

your conversation. 

 

Dr. Patti Kollander 

 Donn was a very impressive man by virtue of his outstand-

ing record as a scholar and a teacher, but perhaps what was most im-

pressive about Donn was not immediately noticeable, and that was his 

calm and generous leadership as my senior colleague and chair.  Donn 

Curl was, in fact, my first chair—he hired me back in the spring of 

1991.  I drove down to FAU in the sweltering heat of August in a car 

with no air conditioning and with just enough money for one month‘s 

rent plus security deposit.  Very soon thereafter, Donn took me under 

his wing in so many ways; he gave me great advice on setting priori-

ties as a new faculty member, and also donated furniture to my thread-

bare apartment.  Since I was unable to travel back to my parents‘ 

home for Thanksgiving, Donn was kind enough to invite me to his and 

Fred‘s home.  Needless to say, the food was absolutely delicious; 

Donn was a fantastic cook and superb host.  He really helped me feel 

at home in Florida. 

 Donn chaired the history department for ten years—he put 

more years on this job than any other  faculty member in the history of 

the department.  I didn‘t really appreciate everything he did as chair 

until I became chair a few years ago.  The job can be difficult and 

demanding, and the words ―budget crisis‖ loom figuratively and liter-

ally.  Looking back, however, Donn‘s demeanor never reflected the 

pressures of the position.  He was always, always, calm, cool and 

collected.  I don‘t recall ever hearing him raise his voice.  Not once.  

His presence was always a benevolent one.  His work as a scholar will 

live on, and hopefully his benevolent leadership style will never go 

out of style as well. 

 

Dr. Sallie Brown Retires 

 

 In May, 2011, Jupiter Campus professor Dr. Sallie Brown 

retired from FAU.   At her retirement party on May 14, 2011, Dr. Patti 

Kollander gave the following remarks about Dr. Brown: 

 Tonight we bid a fond goodbye to Dr. Sallie Brown, who is 

retiring after a fourteen year career at FAU.  She‘s a prolific scholar, 

wonderful teacher and an outstanding colleague.  She has a calmness 

and fortitude about her that is impressive to everyone who comes in 

contact with her.  I had the privilege of doing a peer evaluation of her 

teaching before she came up for tenure—it was a history of Florida 

class, and I have to say that I‘ve never learned so much in such a gen-

tle manner.  Stu-

dents weren‘t so 

much taught as 

they were benev-

olently guided 

through the al-

ways somewhat 

murky water of 

Florida state poli-

tics. 

 T h i s 

calmness and 

fortitude also 

governed her 

relationships with 

her colleagues, 

particularly her 

great mentorship 

over her junior colleagues on the Jupiter campus.  Just as Sallie‘s won-

derful book defended lawyers who fought for the rights of those who 

were discriminated against, Sallie has always been a stalwart defender 

of this department and her students.  Though we are fortunate in that 

she is not leaving us for good as I hope she will return to teach her 

ever popular Florida history class—her full time defense of the best 

things we do around here will be sorely missed.  Needless to say, we 

all wish her the very best—she has certainly earned a period of won-

derful and lengthy rest, relaxation, travel and good times with her 

friends and family, especially with her other half, Mr. Sandy Brown. 
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STUDENT NEWS 

Student Awards and Distinctions  

 Students in the 

department continue to 

pursue high levels of 

achievement in academics. 

This year, the following 

students received awards 

for academic and teaching 

excellence in history: Cait-

lin Connelly and Andrew Fremming received the Martin and Syl-

via Shaw History Scholarship; 

Kristen Cigalotti received the 

Hugh W. Ripley Award; Sarah 

Huard received the Tracy Jill 

Award in Women‘s Studies for a 

history major; Andrew Fremming 

received the Tracy Jill Edelman 

Memorial Award in Latin Ameri-

can History; Nicholas Saunders 

and Alexandra Meredith received 

the Tracy Jill Edelman Memorial 

Award in History; Alaa A. Taher 

and Eric Goodman received the 

Martin and Sylvia Shaw Award for 

the Best History Essay. As for teach-

ing assistants, Daniel Stone received 

the Frances Edelman Graduate Teach-

ing Award; and Scott Lebowitz was 

awarded the John O‘Sullivan Scholar-

ship. Amy Cartwright was awarded 

a $600 Undergraduate Research Grant 

from the Office of Undergraduate 

Studies. 

 These awards were presented at the department awards 

ceremony in Spring 2010. Many of 

the donors, who through their contri-

butions make these awards possible, 

were present to meet the recipients. 

We want to extend our congratula-

tions to the honorees and thank our 

donors, as always, for their commit-

ment to inspire excellence in our stu-

dents. If you want to help support our 

student financial programs, donations 

are indeed most welcome. To find out how to support the History 

Department‘s Foundation Awards, see page 18. 

  

 

 

 

 

Recent M.A. Graduates 

 During 2010-2011, nine students graduated with Master of 

Art degrees in history:   Jeffrey Kidder (Fall, 2010); Michael Ortiz 

(Fall, 2010);  Brian Dunne (Spring, 2011); Aubrey Kintop (Spring, 

2011); Justin Petersen (Spring, 2011); William Sawchyn (Spring, 

2011); Daniel Stone (Spring, 2011); Stacey Wroble (Spring, 2011);  

James Hogan (Summer, 2011) 

 We would like to congratulate our recent graduates for a job 

well done. We wish them all the best in their future endeavors!  

 

New Teaching/Research Assistants for the  

Fall 2011-Spring 2012 Academic Year 

Erwin Esccobar 

Chris Fornasiero 

Erik Horne 

Rabia Javed 

Matthew Placido 

 

Returning Teaching Assistants 

Rhonni Asarch 

Dana Brown 

Devon Gladstone 

Alecia Harmer 

Scott Lebowitz 

Chris Rodgers 
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Phi Alpha Theta - by PAT Vice President,           

Eric Goodman 

 

 The Mission Statement of Phi Alpha Theta reads, ―We are a 

professional society whose mission is to promote the study of history 

through the encouragement of research, good teaching, publication 

and the exchange of learning and ideas among historians.  We seek to 

bring students, teachers and writ-

ers of history together for intel-

lectual and social exchanges, 

which promote and assist histori-

cal research and publication by 

our members in a variety of 

ways.‖  The 2010-2011 year was 

proof  positive that the Florida 

Atlantic University chapter of 

Phi Alpha Theta adhered to the 

goals of this historical fraternity.  

Under the guidance of faculty 

advisor Dr. Kenneth Holloway, 

the officers and members of Phi Alpha Theta continued to reinforce 

the benefits of membership and participation in this honorable organi-

zation.  This past year was indeed a successful one for Phi Alpha The-

ta! 

 

 Two years ago, Rhonda Asarch served as President of Phi 

Alpha Theta and Jonathan Cooper held the office of Treasurer.  Both 

worked extremely hard to revitalize the FAU chapter and did an excel-

lent job.  Rhonda and Jonathan brought in fifteen new members and 

helped reestablish the esteemed society at FAU.  When they left of-

fice, Rhonda and Jonathan had provided a solid foundation for the 

newly elected officers for 2010-2011.  President Alex Goodyear, 

Treasurer Bridget Ivery, Secretary Sara Huard and myself came into 

office hoping to repeat the successes of the previous year.  Thankfully, 

with the guidance of Dr. Holloway and the tireless assistance of Zella 

Linn, the FAU chapter of Phi Alpha Theta saw its membership in-

crease over 30% from the previous year.  Dr. Ben Lowe graciously 

provided  his time and expertise at a session we held to help prepare 

members who were interested in applying to graduate schools.  This 

meeting was a great success and several students were accepted to 

prestigious graduate programs in the United States and overseas.  

From all of us who will be continuing our education in history, we 

thank you Dr. Lowe! I was honored to be chosen to represent our uni-

versity at the Phi Alpha Theta Regional Conference held at Flagler 

College in St. Augustine, Florida.  We would especially like to 

acknowledge outgoing President Alex Goodyear.  Alex brought a 

level of organization and detail to the fraternity which can only help to 

increase our membership and participation in Phi Alpha Theta in the 

years to come. 

  

 

 

 

 We want to congratulate all of the newly inducted members 

and encourage them to become fully involved in the fraternity.   

 

 Elections were held at the April 2011 induction ceremony 

and we would like to congratulate our newly elected officers:  

Phi Alpha Theta President:  Alecia Harmer 

Phi Alpha Theta Vice President:  Scott Kalish 

Phi Alpha Theta Secretary:  Bridget Ivery 

Phi Alpha Theta Treasurer:  Caitlin Connelly 

  

 Phi Alpha Theta is a great way to network with fellow histo-

ry buffs on campus and make new friends.  Please contact the History 

Department in room AH107 for information on how to join our frater-

nity.  Come join us and expand your horizons in the exiting field of 

history!  You do not need to be a history major to join. To become a 

member of the national organization, students must complete at least 

12 semester hours in history and have a 3.1 average in history courses 

and a 3.0 average overall. We hope to see you at the next meeting. 

Eric Goodman 

Outgoing PAT Vice President 
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Cassie Ault Maria Jamass Melanie McFarland 

Caitlin Connelly Samantha Jones Christopher Rodgers 

Janet M. DeVries Scott Kalish Nicholas Saunders 

Devon Gladstone Katie Kerns Michael Shawcross 

Cynthia Harper Kiel Kinsella Michelle Thamer 

Alecia Harmer Kristopher Lalji Joel Young 

David Hernandez Ricardo Maisonneuve Carson Wilkie 

Phi Alpha Theta founded 1921 
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Graduates 2010-2011                                            

Fall, 2010 

Krista Ali 

Johnathan Ammann 

Angelo Amoresano 

Kacey Birdsell 

Cody Casa 

Sabine El Fadel 

Jeffrey Fine* 

Samantha Harbatkin 

Jonathan Hodges 

Matthew Jevotovsky 

Daniel Johnston 

Robert Kahl 

Jeffrey Kidder* 

Albert Novoa 

Juliena Naranjo~ 

Michael Ortiz* 

Chelsey Pittman 

Adam Rea 

Jennifer Reeves~ 

Michael Reso 

Courtney Stieger 

Christopher Streicher 

Julie Summers 

Sapna Talati 

Danai Verde 

 

 

Spring, 2011 

Peter Baker* 

Stephania Bertoni* 

Olrick Bethel 

Howard Brody 

Tex Carson 

Kristen Cigalotti 

Mark Conrad* 

Alyssa Cutter* 

Vered Deutsch~ 

Dawn Devereaux 

Brian Dunne* 

Jacob Fratti 

Jeremy Froyen 

Carol Gajjar 

Danielle Geoghegan* 

Eric Goodman 

Alexei Goodyear 

Seth Grossmayer 

Ashley Hampton 

Dina Hassan* 

Sarah Huard 

Hali Karas 

Katie Kerns 

Kiel Kinsella 

Aubrey Kintop* 

Nick Lamberti* 

Jaclyn Lumsden 

Matthew Miller 

Kenneth Moore 

Michelle Mucha 

Victor Niemes 

Robert O‘Reilly 

Alex Pillow 

Justin Peterson* 

 

Spring, 2011 (Con‟t) 

Matthew Placido 

Ryan Ross 

Lindsay Rubin 

William Sawchyn* 

Jessica Slocum* 

Jonathan Small 

John Solak 

Jennifer Stewart 

Maurice Stiggles* 

Daniel Stone* 

Stacy Wroble* 

Joel Young 

Blair White 

 

* - denotes M.A. 

~ - denotes a minor 

 

 

Summer, 2011 

Cassie Ault 

Colin Bakken 

Ariel Brenner~ 

Michelle Cloud~ 

Courtnay Colbroth 

Gregory Costanzo~ 

Andrew Fremming 

James Hogan* 

Rabia Javed 

Melanie McFarland 

Rocci Montesano 

Kerry Mulligan 

Jon Ricco~ 

Nathalie Rita 

Jesse Roskovich 

Katrin Saxenmeyer~ 

Darcy Scheffer~ 

Paul Stroncek~ 

Adam Wasserman 

Carla Wright~ 

Terissa Yonta 

 

 



 

 

Interested in Graduate Studies? 

The Master of Arts in History 

 The Master of Arts in History has both a thesis and a non-

thesis track.  The thesis track  requires 30 credit hours, with a mini-

mum of 24 hours of graduate course work and the completion of an 

M.A. thesis, for which a minimum of  six additional credits must be 

earned.  The non-thesis track requires a total of 36 credit hours of 

graduate course work. Those students wishing to pursue the thesis 

track must submit an ―Admission to Candidacy‖ form after the com-

pletion of 18 hours of graduate work. Once students are granted the-

sis-track status, they work in conjunction with the Director of Gradu-

ate Studies to create a thesis committee. 

 A student seeking admission into the graduate program in 

history must have a bachelor‘s degree or equivalent from an accredit-

ed institution, or, for international students, an institution recognized 

in his/her own country as preparing students for further study at the 

graduate level.  Applicants must have a minimum 3.0 grade point 

average (GPA) for the last 60 undergraduate hours attempted and a 

combined score of 1000 or higher on the verbal and quantitative sec-

tions of the Graduate Record Exam (GRE).  In addition, the students 

must submit two letters of recommendation  to the department, a five-

page typed, double-spaced autobiographical statement indicating the 

nature of their preparation for graduate work and the reason for seek-

ing the M.A. in history, and a formal research paper.   

 For  information contact the Graduate Director, Dr. Ben 

Lowe (bplowe@fau.edu). 

 In order to assist our thesis students, we have developed a 

set of guidelines for our M.A. thesis advisors so that both faculty and 

students clearly understand the process and the exact deadlines for the 

defense and submission of the completed thesis.  These guidelines are 

available on the History Department‘s website. For a quick reference: 

Fall 2011 Thesis Deadlines: 

Final copy of thesis to M.A. Committee    Sept 23 

Suggested deadline for thesis defense                              Oct. 07 

Completed thesis to Chair of Dept.                                  Oct. 24 

Suggested date for thesis to Dean of College                   Nov. 04 

Thesis due in Office of Graduate Studies                         Nov. 14 

Spring 2012 Thesis Deadlines: 

Final copy of thesis to M.A. Committee                          Feb. 10 

Suggested deadline for thesis defense                              Mar. 02 

Completed thesis to Chair of Dept.                                  Mar. 19 

Suggested date for thesis to Dean of College                   Mar. 30 

Thesis due in Office of Graduate Studies                         Apr. 09 

Summer 2012 Thesis Deadlines: 

Final copy of thesis to M.A. Committee                           May 18 

Suggested deadline for thesis defense                               June 04 

Completed thesis to Chair of Dept.                                   June 25 

Suggested date for thesis to Dean of College                    July 05 

Thesis due in Office of Graduate Studies                          July 16 

 

From the Graduate        

Director 

 The famous English essayist 

and poet, Joseph Addison, once wrote, 

―Education is a companion which no 

misfortune can depress, no crime can 

destroy, no enemy can alienate, no 

despotism can enslave.‖  Over the past 

year, the history graduate program has 

faced a number of challenges, but even 

in the midst of all of these, I believe it 

has emerged stronger than ever and 

our mission to educate goes forth undeterred.  As is true throughout 

academia, economic hardship continues to squeeze tightening re-

sources.  These realities have made it even more important that we 

provide our students with the best educational experience possible so 

that they are trained as expert historians.  In whatever career fields 

they embark on we feel confident they will succeed and bring valuable 

skills to their jobs. 

 We continue to be fortunate in the quality of students we 

have been able to attract to our M.A. program, and the proof is in their 

outstanding academic performance and achievement.  Two excellent 

theses were defended this year: Michael Ortiz‟s ―Neville Chamber-

lain, Oswald Mosley, and the Historiography of Appeasement Revisit-

ed‖ and Brian Dunne‟s, ―Residents and Runways: The Conflict over 

Slavery between Civil and Military Authority in Maryland 1861-

1864.‖    Since their thesis defense, Michael has been accepted into 

and is now enrolled in the prestigious British history PhD program at 

the University of Colorado at Boulder, fully funded; and Brian will be 

teaching as an adjunct instructor here in the history department.  Con-

gratulations to both of them and their accomplishments. 

 Several other students passed their qualifying exams and 

graduated during the 2010-11 academic year, including, Jeffrey Kid-

der, Aubrey Kintop, Daniel Stone, Justin Petersen, Stacey Wroble, 
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and James Hogan.  We bid them a fond farewell and wish them all 

the best in their future endeavors. 

 Due to an unexpectedly large influx of new undergraduates 

coming to FAU in the fall (think new stadium), we‘ve recruited some 

of these newly minted MA‘s, and a few other recent graduates, to 

teach a few sections of our lower– division surveys this year.  We‘re 

happy to welcome Ken Posner, Brett Perlman, Daniel Stone, Brian 

Dunne, and Aubrey Kintop as new members of our teaching staff.  

At the same time, we are sorry to say good-bye to two leading mem-

bers of our graduate faculty, Dr. Anna Lawrence and Dr. Kenneth 

Osgood, who are moving on to academic positions elsewhere.  Their 

shoes will be difficult to fill and we wish them well. 

 As for departmental awards, we are happy to announce 

Scott Lebowitz and Daniel Stone respectively as winners of the John 

O‘Sullivan Research Stipend and the Frances Edelman Award for 

Outstanding Teaching Assistant.  Scott‘s research on southern Jewish 

immigration led him to several southern archives, about which he has 

this to say: 

 I am honored and humbled to have received the 2011 O’Sul-

livan Travel Grant.  I travelled to Savannah, GA, and Charleston, SC, 

to research the relationship between the Protestant-Evangelical ideol-

ogy in the 19th-century Deep South and the region’s warm embrace of 

Jewish immigrants.  By researching archives in two of America’s old-

est cities, I was seemingly teleported back to the antebellum era and 

able to capture the rich details of the region’s society and lifestyle in a 

way that could only be done by being there.  This experience was im-

measurably helpful to not only my research and greater understanding 

of nineteenth-century southern society, but also to my appreciation of 

historical scholarship.  I am altogether grateful to the O’Sullivan 

family, my thesis advisor Dr. Stephen Engle, and to the FAU history 

department for the opportunity. 

 This year‘s Graduate Student-Faculty Reception on October 

14, again held outside the Weiner Special Collections Room on the 

fifth floor of the Wimberly Library, turned out to be another great 

success, with many current students, faculty members, alumni and 

other distinguished guests, including FAU‘s President Mary Jane 

Saunders, attending.  Many of our graduate students also helped or-

ganize and facilitate the Larkin Symposium which this past year 

brought the controversial but always fascinating Daniel Ellsberg, of 

Pentagon Papers fame, to campus. 

 We are fortunate to have eleven very talented and dedicated 

teaching assistants for the 2011-2012 academic year.  Dana Brown, 

Scott Lebowitz, Rhonni Asarch, Alecia Harmer, Christopher 

Rodgers, and Devon Gladstone have returned for their second year, 

and been joined by new colleagues: Erwin Escobar, Erik Horne, 

Matthew Placido, Rabia Javed, and Christopher Fornasiero.  And 

for the first time, this past spring semester, the U.S. history survey 

courses included Friday discussion sections, with the transition going 

quite smoothly.  Now all of our teaching assistants have the same 

opportunities to gain classroom teaching experience. 

 The history office staff was reduced this past year by two 

people, and so I appreciate very much and want to acknowledge the 

herculean efforts by work-study student, Jennifer Delahunty and 

department administrator, Zella Linn, in helping make sure this pro-

gram runs in the most efficient manner possible. 

 We like to keep an up-to-date email address list of our alum-

ni.  If you haven‘t heard from us in a while, please send your current 

information to zlinn@fau.edu . 

 Doing more with less has been our mantra the past several 

years, and while we would love to ―do more with more,‖ the graduate 

program continues to thrive.  We are making every effort to support 

more teaching assistantships with higher stipends, to enhance our 

endowment, to help with research travel expenses, and to provide a 

comprehensive and balanced program in a number of fields relevant to 

today‘s academic and nonacademic job markets.  But most of all we 

aim to produce well-trained historians who will have an impact on the 

world and bring its people more in touch with their shared humanity.  

While other goals may take Master Card (or legislative appropriation), 

this one is priceless. 

 

—Ben Lowe 

 

2010-2011 M.A. THESIS ABSTRACTS 

“Rifles, Residents and Runways: The Conflict over Slavery between 

Civil and Military Authority in Maryland 1861-1864”  

By Brian Dunne (Thesis advisor Dr. Stephen Engle) 

 In the fall of 1864, Maryland became to the first Border 

State to abolish slavery with the adoption of a new state constitution.  

In order to best understand the evolution of this event, the purpose of 

this study was to examine the civil-military relations of Maryland 

during the Civil War and how these relations affected the institution of 

slavery in the state.  Therefore, the main argument is that the conflict 

between military and civil authorities in Maryland during the war 

revealed two points: first, that the federal government maintained a 

faithful vigilance over the state during the war and second, that the 

federal government exploited a fading slavery system to not only 

eliminate any possibility of Maryland entering the Confederacy, but 

also destroy any degree of Border State neutrality. 

“Neville Chamberlain, Oswald Mosley, and the Historiography of 

Appeasement Revisited”  

By Michael Ortiz (Thesis advisor Dr. Patricia Kollander) 

 This thesis analyzes the historiography of Neville Chamber-

lain and appeasement through the lens of Oswald Mosley and British 

Fascism, arguing that an acute and unexpected convergence emerges 

between the ardent radicalism of Mosley and the utter rationality of 

Chamberlain. This, in turn, illustrates the uncanny degree to which 

appeasement as a policy dovetailed with fascism as an ideology.  Be-

ginning at the Spanish Civil War and ending in March 1939, politi-

cians in the vein of Chamberlain—subsequently dubbed ‗appeasers‘ - 

pursued appeasement as a means to placate German aggression.  The 

British Union of Fascists, with Mosley at the helm, enthusiastically 

supported this movement and urged the British Government to intensi-

fy the appeasement campaign.  Ultimately, the convergence of ap-

peasement and fascism illustrates the severe lack of alternatives avail-

able to Chamberlain, and underscores the degree to which his prag-

matic politics supported fascism. 
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“The Effects of Variables in Oral History: Palm Beach County, 

Florida” 

By Lise M. Steinhauer  (Thesis advisor Dr. Sandra L. Norman) 

 This study examines six oral history projects that were con-

ducted over fifty years in Palm Beach County, Florida.  The projects 

recorded the history of African American neighborhoods in Delray 

Beach and Boca Raton; individual lives in their place and times; the 

pioneer and Flagler eras in Palm Beach and West Palm Beach; and 

people, places, and events chosen by oral history students at Florida 

Atlantic University. 

 As with oral histories generally, those studied inherently 

contain numerous variables concerning their (1) historical context, (2) 

format, and (3) participants, which clearly affect the outcome of rec-

orded interviews and their written representations.  Among the varia-

bles considered, this study demonstrates that it is the purpose of a 

single oral history or project that most significantly affects the others, 

and which is closely tied to the academic disciplines or backgrounds 

of its planner and interviewer. 

 Although oral history is a tool with many uses, it is also a 

discipline within that of history.  As such, oral historians are obliged 

to preserve raw history in a form that is protected, accessible, and 

useful for interpretation by potential researchers in a variety of fields.  

Regardless of their primary purpose, oral historians from all disci-

plines should remain aware of this underlying purpose: to provide for 

the future.  

 

WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 

Lauren Bimmler (B.A., „08, M.A., „10)  has accepted a position 

teaching English at Harvard University.   

Ed Wiser (M.A., „00) received his Ph.D. from FSU in December, 

2009 with a dissertation titled A Rough, Wet Ride: The Civilian Ori-

gins of the American Motor Torpedo Boat  For the past four years, he 

has been teaching for the Navy. He has also been publishing on mili-

tary small craft for The Naval Institute Proceedings.  He is currently 

completing a book for UNC Press entitled Ingenuity Under Fire: Tor-

pedo Boats and Emerging Technology in the American Civil War. 

Maria Portuondo (M.A.„99, Saul Edelman Memorial Award in 

Latin Americna History, „99, Ph.D. „05) is an assistant professor at 

Johns Hopkins University.  Her book, Secret Science: Spanish Cos-

mography and the New World (University of Chicago Press, 2009) has 

won the prestigious John E. Fagg Prize of the AHA for best publica-

tion in Spanish and Latin American History. 

Eliot Kopp (M.A., „10) started teaching a history elective at Jose 

Maria Vargas University in Pembroke Pines, Florida on January 31, 

2011.  

Wade Berstler (B.A., „05, M.A., „07) won first place for the Second 

Annual Micro-Fiction Contest by the Napping Porch Press.  The judg-

es said about his story, Almost,  “A tough choice between these sto-

ries, but the descriptive details exhibited in Almost made the charac-

ters come alive’…’this was a little story I didn’t want to end…’what 

finally put Almost over the top were the specifics that set it firmly in 

Little Bliss, putting us right there in the snowy mountain village.” He 

also presented his research on 19th Century Baseball history at the 

South Florida Regional meeting of the Society of American Baseball 

Researchers this past September. He is currently pursuing a Ph.D. in 

Educational Leadership here at FAU. 

Kelly French (B.A., „09) was accepted into Georgetown University‘s 

M.A. program in Conflict Resolution. 

Alexei Goodyear (B.A., „11) was accepted to the London School of 

Economics.  He is going to work towards his M.SC. in Economic 

History. 

Mae Samal Knox (B.A., „88) retired from working for the Palm 

Beach County School Board in 2010 and have since continued work-

ing on her writing career.  Her first published book in 2005 was Just 

Another Murder. There is a website for the book: 

www.justanothermurder.com.  This was an autobiographical book 

published under the pen name CeCe Samal.  The second book pub-

lished under her own name is When I Was a Little Girl, a memoir of 

her childhood and a bygone time that has broad appeal.  She is cur-

rently working on a book of poems written over the years and soon to 

be published. 

I am a member of the FAU Alumni Association, Phi Theta Kappa, and 

Alpha of Florida.  I was also invited to be a member of the Cambridge 

Who‘s Who, which also has a website if anyone is interested in look-

ing that up.‘ 

Robert “Skipp” Orr (B.A., „76) was the Alumni Spotlight in the 

True Blue News Winter Edition ‗2010. FAU graduate Robert M. 

(Skipp) Orr was recently sworn in as U.S. Executive Director to the 

Asian Development Bank, with the rank of ambassador.  Orr was se-

lected by President Obama for this position earlier in the year and later 

confirmed by the Senate.  Orr graduated from FAU with honors, with 

a Bachelor‘s degree in History. 

―The fact that I have been appointed by the President of the United 

States to this position has less to do with me than with the value of 

studying history, which is, in my opinion, the best undergraduate de-

gree one should seek,‖ said Orr. 

Previously, Orr was Chairman of the Board of the Panasonic Founda-

tion and concurrently Vice Chair of the National Association of Japan-

America Societies. Other former positions include President of Boeing 

Japan and Vice President and Director of European Affairs for 

Motorola, based in Brussels. 

In addition to the corporate world, Orr spent many years working in 

academia and the U.S. government.  He was a Professor of Political 

Science at Temple University in Japan with two years off to run the 

Kyoto Center for Japanese Studies and the Stanford Japan Center in 

Kyoto.  His book, The Emergence of Japan’s Foreign Aid Power pub-

lished by Columbia University Press, won the 1991 Ohira Prize for 

best book on the Asia Pacific region. 

 

 



 

 

INTERNSHIP PROGRAM  

 Public History continues to play an important role in the 

department for students who want to explore their options with a his-

tory degree. The internship program gives students an opportunity to 

work in a variety of settings where they can put their historical train-

ing to work. In the University Libraries Special Collections, they 

might be indexing photo collections, working on upcoming exhibits, 

working with oral histories, or producing finding aids for researchers. 

Students are taking their skills to do work at the Boca Raton Historical 

Society, The Historical Society of the Palm Beaches, the Seminole 

Tribal Museum and historic preservation sections on the Big Cypress 

Reservation, the Delray Beach Historical Society, and others. We 

always have more requests than students to fill the slots. A growing 

number of students who have completed the internship have obtained 

jobs in the Public History field, or are pursuing Public History gradu-

ate work. See page 16 for more information or contact Dr. Sandra 

Norman at norman@fau.edu.  

 

FACULTY ACTIVITY 

EVAN BENNETT has contributed to and co-edited (with Debra A. 

Reid of Eastern Illinois University) Beyond Forty Acres and a Mule: 

African American Farm Families since Reconstruction, which will be 

published by the university Press of Florida later this year. 

KRISTEN BLOCK returned to teaching after a year of  leave. She 

enjoyed sharing her scholarly expertise on the Early Modern Atlantic 

World with the History Department‘s M.A. students and teaching 

history majors about approaches to microhistory, a genre important to 

her own research and writing. She continued working on revisions to 

her book manuscript, Ordinary Lives in the Early Caribbean: Reli-

gion, Colonial Competitioin, and the Politics of Profit (under contract 

with University of Georgia Press), and had two long-anticipated arti-

cles appear in print in the journals Past & Present and Early American 

Studies.  

BOYD  BRESLOW  organized and served as chairman for a session 

on Medieval England at the New College Medieval and Renaissance 

Conference, March, 2011.  He also continued to research the Medieval 

London Recorder. 

LESLIE DERFLER (Professor Emeritus) has published The Rise 

and Fall of Political Leaders: Olof Palme, Olusegun Obasanjo, and 

Indira Gandhi by New York: Palgrave-Macmillan, in 2011.  These 

three 20th century heads of their respective governments (Sweden, 

Nigeria, and India) achieved the pinnacle of political power, fell from 

or relinquished power, and then after a period in the political wilder-

ness, regained it.  By placing greater emphasis than that customarily 

accorded by biographers on the ―Interment‖ that followed their ―fall‖ 

and preceded their ―resurrection,‖ the book describes what they did, 

the lessons they learned, and how the mistakes made by their succes-

sors facilitated their reentry. 

STEPHEN D. ENGLE presented a paper at the Dublin Seminar on 

the American Civil War this summer, gave a lecture at Longwood 

University for the American Democracy Project, completed a co-

edited book on John Black‘s Civil War for the University of Tennes-

         History Review Thirteenth Issue 

Page 11 

see Press, had an essay appear on Germans in the Civil War in Susan-

nah Ural‘s new book Citizen-Soldier, published by NYU Press.  He 

has completed his latest book entitled All the President’s Statemen: 

Abraham Lincoln, Union Governors, and the Civil War.  He continues 

to serve as the Executive Treasure/Book Review Editor for the Society 

of Civil War Historians and a Distinguished Lecturer for the Organi-

zation of American Historians. 

BARBARA GANSON was elected unanimously by the entire board 

of The Americas to be Area Editor . This is for a six year term, effec-

tive July, 2011.   Her responsibilities will include being consulted for 

reviewers for published books and article manuscripts under consider-

ation for the publication by the journal.  At the AHA/Conference on 

Latin American History, she will also be part of the editorial meetings, 

followed by a dinner hosted by the journal.  Dr. Ganson also received 

a 2011 Florida Atlantic University Honors Fellowship to teach her 

course, ―The Birth of Aviation and Its Impact on the Twentieth Centu-

ry,‖ to incoming freshman during the fall semester at the boca Raton 

campus. She begins a new book project tentatively entitled Texas 

Takes Wing: A Centennial of Powered Flight, 1910-2010, which is 

under contract with University of Texas Press. She recently reviewed 

a manuscript for University of Kansas Press. She will be attending the 

Southern Historical Association meeting in Baltimore this fall as a 

member of its Executive Council, where she will represent the inter-

ests of the Latin American and Caribbean section of the Southern 

Historical Association. 

ERIC J. HANNE spent the last year working on a number of pro-

jects, including a multi-year research venture with a number of schol-

ars from the U.S. and abroad: Political Culture in the Three spheres: 

The Latin West, Byzantium, and the Islamic World. In addition he has 

written a number of book reviews and encyclopedia entries related to 

his area of research, the 11th and 12th century Muslim world. He 

spent the summer conducting research in the British Library, looking 

at manuscripts of Sibt b. al-Jawzi‘s Mir’at al-Zaman. This research 

was funded by the Department of Education‘s Asian Studies grant that 

had been awarded to FAU over the last two years. He‘ll be using the 

material gathered during his research trip for his ongoing monograph 

project Navigating Hegemony: The Mazyadids of Hilla. 

KENNETH HOLLOWAY is on sabbatical this year and will be an 

Associate in Research at the Fairbank Center for Chinese Studies at 

Harvard University.  In early October he will be giving a lecture at 

Columbia University and in late October he will be giving a paper at a 

large international conference in Beijing co-sponsored by the Chinese 

University of Hong Kong, National Taiwan University, and Renmin 

University.  His second book is in its final stages of preparation and 

will be forthcoming from Oxford University Press in 2012. 

DOUGLAS KANTER was awarded the Distinguished Teacher of the 

Year Award in the College of Arts & Letters and was a finalist from 

the D.F. Schmidt College for the University.  He also completed an 

article on ―The Politics of Irish Taxation, 1842-1853,‖ and he contin-

ues work on his next book, Gladstone and Ireland.  Now in his sixth 

year at FAU, Dr. Kanter teaches modern British, Irish, and British 

Imperial history at the undergraduate and graduate levels. 

PATRICIA KOLLANDER will begin her fifth year as department 

chair in August, 2011.  An edited oral history of local World War II 

veteran Harold Glasser, entitled Courage Takes Flight, (American 
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 Life Publishers) appeared in print in spring, 2011.  A full length essay 

entitled  ―Boomerang Resistance: German Emigres in the U.S. Army 

in the ETO during World War II‖ will be published in Thomas W. 

Zeiler‘s Companion to the Second World War with Wiley-Blackwell 

Publishing in the coming year.  She delivered a paper at the November 

2010 Lessons and Legacies of the Holocaust Conference in Boca Ra-

ton entitled: ―German Emigres Confront the Holocaust.‖  This year, 

she is scheduled to deliver two papers: ―Homeland Changed Forever: 

German Èmigré Soldiers and Persecution of War Criminals‖ will be 

presented at the Southern Historical Association Meeting in Baltimore 

in October 2011 and ―Refugees from Hitler Transformed‖ will be 

presented at the conference ―Beyond Camps and Forced Labour: cur-

rent international research on survivors of Nazi persecution,‖ to be 

held at the Imperial War Museum in London in early 2012. 

TALITHA LEFLOURIA recently appeared as an expert interviewee 

in the forthcoming documentary, ―Slavery by Another Name.‖ The 

film is based on Douglass Blackmon‘s Pulitzer Prize winning book, 

which examines convict leasing in the southern states after the Civil 

War. ―Slavery by Another Name‖ is scheduled to air on PBS in early 

2012.  

BEN LOWE who remains graduate director, was promoted to full 

professor this past year.  He continues to teach, lecture and publish on 

early modern European history, especially Tudor England.  His cur-

rent research is in comparative sixteenth-century martyrdom and the 

life and writings of Tudor bishop, John Hooper. 

DOUG T. McGETCHIN received tenure and promotion in 2011 to 

Associate Professor of History.  He specializes in the transnational 

intersection of Modern Europe and South Asia, teaching classes in 

World History, modern Germany, modern Europe, and ancient and 

modern South Asia.  He has recently had an article published on South

-Asian-German First World War intrigue: ―Indo-German Connections, 

Critical and Hermeneutical, in the First World War,‖ in The Compara-

tist 34 (2010): 95-126.  Likewise, in spring, 2011 three encyclopedia 

articles he authored appeared in the ABC-CLIO World History Ency-

clopedia: ―Nationalist Movements in India,‖ ―Imperialism in South 

Asia,‖ and ―War Memorials in Nineteenth-Century Europe.‖  Thanks 

to a FAU History Department research stipend, he was able to begin 

research in the National Archives in San Francisco and the University 

of California Berkley on part of his next book project, ―The San Fran-

cisco ‗Hindu Conspiracy‘ Case of 1917-18: Ghadar (Rebellion) Revo-

lutionaries and the Global Web of Indo-German Contacts.‖  The Uni-

versity Honors Council selected him for FAU‘s University Scholars 

Program, teaching an honors course on ―South Asian Independence 

Movements‖ in Fall, 2010.  Likewise, the FAU Asian Studies Program 

awarded him in Spring, 2011 a Title VI Grant course release to devel-

op a new course, ―Hitler and Gandhi,‖ which he is teaching in Fall, 

2011.  Finally, he has garnered another teaching award, FAU‘s Excep-

tional Faculty Award of the Northern Campus Achievement Awards, 

2010-2011, a fine addition to the university-wide teaching award he 

won last year, the Award for Excellence in Undergraduate Teaching, 

2009-2010. 

SANDRA NORMAN spent part of her sabbatical leave in Australia 

in Spring 2011 following in the footsteps of Lord Charles W. Laming-

ton, (1860-1940) a British politician who served as governor of 

Queensland and governor of Bombay at the turn of the 20th century. 

She did research in the Government House and visited a number of 

sites associated with his stay in Australia. She is working on articles 

comparing the Australian and US systems for publication in the US 

and Australian journals. Dr. Norman also reviewed A Chickamauga 

Memorial: The Establishment of America’s First Civil War National 

Park by Timothy B. Smith for the Louisiana History Journal. 

MARK  ROSE served as chair for both ―Conceptualizing Projects as 

Business History‖ and ―Beyond Profit and Loss: The Limits of Mate-

rialism in American Business‖ at the Annual Meeting of the Business 

History Conference in St. Louis in March, 2011.  He also presented 

the paper, ―Before Deregulation: The Politics of Widening Bank Mar-

kets.‖  He was also an invited commentator for the German Historical 

Institute in Washington DC at their conference, ―Regulation: Between 

Legal Norms and Economic Reality,‖ in April, 2011.  He has served 

as Past President of the Board of Trustees at the Business History 

Conference from March, 2010 to March, 2011.  He has served as Co-

Editor with Richard R. John and Pamela W. Laird on a book series 

entitled ―American Business, Politics, and Society‖ since 2005.  He 

has also served as Associate Editor of Enterprise & Society from July 

2007-2011. 

MARIANNE SANUA has a contract with Brandeis University Press 

to write a book about the history of American Jewish communities 

since 1945. She was promoted to the rank of full professor in 2011. 

DERRICK WHITE has had his most productive year, during which 

he was promoted to associate professor at FAU. He has also published 

three journal articles and a book.  His articles are: ―Black World 

View: The Institute of the Black World‘s Promotion of Pragmatic 

Nationalism, 1969-1974.‖  The Journal of African American History, 

95, nos. 3-4 (Summer-Fall 2010): 369-392; ―Black Metamorphosis: A 

Prelude to Sylvia Wynter‘s Theory of the Human.‖  The C.L.R. James 

Journal, 16, no. 1(Fall, 2010): 127-148; ―From Desegregation to Inte-

gration: Race, Football, and ‗Dixie‘ at the University of Florida.‖  

Florida Historical Quarterly, 88, no 4 (Spring, 2010): 469-496.  He is 

most excited about his book: The Challenge of Blackness: The Insti-

tute of the Black World and Political Activism in the 1970s,  Universi-

ty Press of Florida.  In addition, he is working on a book tentatively 

titled Blood, Sweat, and Tears: The Rise and Fall of Jake Gaither’s 

Florida A&M Football Dynasty.  This project is under contract with 

University Press of Florida and will be published in 2012 or 2013. 

BOOKS PUBLISHED BY HISTORY FACULTY 

IN 2010-2011 

 

Professor Emeritus Leslie Derfler  published his 9th 

book entitled  The Fall and Rise of Political Lead-

ers: Olof Palme, Olusegun Obasanjo, and Indira 

Gandhi (Palgrave Macmillian,  2011.) 

 

 

 

Dr. Derrick E. White published his book, The Chal-

lenge of Blackness: The Institute of the Black World 

and Political Activism in the 1970s. (University 

Press of Florida, 2011.) 
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NEW ARRIVALS… 

 Several history faculty members are not necessarily endur-

ing sleepless nights because they are writing books but because they 

are expanding their families.  Derrick White and his wife Stephanie 

welcomed their first born, a son, Douglass Jordan White on March 1, 

2011.  Claudia Dunlea and husband Sean welcomed their son Caden 

Patrick on June 29, 2011 and Doug Kanter and his wife Faye‘s son 

Desmond was born on June 23, 2011.   

HEADLINES…. 

Faculty Author Series 

 Dr. Doug McGetchin was one of five faculty authors chosen 

to participate in the College of Arts & Letters‘ Fall 2010 Faculty Au-

thors Series.  On November 1, 2010, Dr. McGetchin read excerpts of 

this book, Indology, Indomania, Orientalism: Ancient India’s Rebirth 

in Modern Germany.   

John Adams Unbound Lecture Series 

 On January 20, 2011, Dr. Anna Lawrence gave a lecture 

entitled ―John and Abigail Adams: Love and Marriage in the New 

Nation.‖  John and Abigail Adams left behind a fascinating set of 

materials in their letters to each other, particularly the letters they 

wrote while they were separated during the turbulent years of  Revolu-

tionary America.  Their relationship illuminates the ways that wom-

en‘s roles were changing during Revolutionary and early Republican 

era.  Dr. Lawrence explored how men and women related to one an-

other in love and marriage, using the Adams‘ letters as a lens for un-

derstanding the social waves of change in the Revolutionary era. 

 On January 31, 2011, Dr. Kristen Block spoke on ―Giving 

Meaning to the Revolution: Celebrations and Counter– Celebrations in 

the first 50 Years of America‘s Nationhood.”  This talk presented 

Americans‘ earliest efforts to make sense of the violence and upheaval 

that resulted from the war for independence from Britain.  Early com-

memorative rituals planned for the 4th of July looked back to the war 

to create a sense of national purpose by celebrating shared sacrifices.  

Early commemorations also created a festive atmosphere in which to 

promote political values of republican virtue among the populace.  

However, some segments of the population, most notably free Afri-

can-Americans, were disgruntled with many of these celebrations, 

emphasizing the need to turn the ―dream deferred‖ into a reality for all 

Americans. 

2011 Lifelong Learning Society Distinguished 

Lecture Series 

 Dr. Claudia Dunlea and Dr. Stephen Engle have been cho-

sen to speak during the Distinguished Lecture Series.   

 Dr. Dunlea‘s December 14, 2011 lecture is entitled 

―J‘Accuse: The Dreyfus Affair and Anti-Semitism in France in the 

19th Century.‖  The  lecture will trace the course of events of 

―L‘Affaire Dreyfus‖, as well as present the many issues connected 

with this case, including anti-Semitism, militant nationalism and so-

cialism.  The lecture will conclude with a discussion of the significant 

legeacies of this cause célébre: the birth of modern Zionism and the 

separation of church and state in France. 

Professor Emeritus Harry Kersey published 

Seminole Voices: Reflections on Their 

Changing Society, 1970-2000 with Julian 

Pleasants. (University of Nebraska Press, 

2010.) 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Patricia Kollander edited Courage Takes 

Flight: An Oral History of the Life and Times 

of World War II Bomardier Harold L. Glasser;   

(American Life Publishers, 2011.) 

 

 

 

Dr. Anna Lawrence published One Family 

Under God. (University of Pennsylvania 

Press, 2011.) 

 

 

Dr. Harry Kersey wins Book Awards 

 The book Seminole Voices: Reflections on Their Changing 

Society, 1970-2000, co-authored by emeriti professors Harry A. Ker-

sey, Jr and Julian M. Pleasants (University of Florida) and published 

by the University of Nebraska Press, recently won several prestigious 

juried awards.  The work received a silver medal in the nonfiction 

category of the 2010 Florida Book Awards.  The authors accepted 

their medals at the Florida Library Association‘s annual meeting in 

Orlando on 6 May. 

 The Florida Historical Society also honored the work with 

two awards at its annual meeting in Jack-

sonville on 26 May.  Seminole Voices was 

named recipient of the Harry T. and Harri-

ette V. Moore Award as the best book relat-

ing to Florida‘s ethnic groups or dealing 

with a significant social issue from a histor-

ical perspective.  The award is named in 

honor of a Florida couple murdered in 1951 

for their civil rights and voter registration 

activities.  It also won the Samuel Proctor 

Award for an outstanding oral history pro-

ject substantially about Florida.  Proctor 

was a distinguished professor of history, 

long-time editor of the Florida Historical Quarterly, and founder of 

the oral history collection at the University of Florida that bears his 

name.  Seminole Voices is the eleventh book authored or co-authored 

by Professor Kersey. 
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  Dr. Engle‘s December 15, 2011 lecture is entitled ―Abraham 

Lincoln and the Crisis of Federalism During the American Civil War.‖  

This lecture will examine the centralizing tendencies of the war and 

highlight the significant degree to which the Union‘s ability to wage 

an effective war involved Abraham Lincoln‘s reliance upon state gov-

ernors; they had to accept their role as agent for the federal govern-

ment, exercising state power by cooperating with and contributing to a 

national victory.  Toward that end, this lecture will emphasize the 

proactive and cooperative spirit of the northern governors, who were 

determined to maintain the engine of war from state capitals and 

whose enforced self-reliance and prideful mentality resulted from their 

recognizing that Abraham Lincoln needed them.  He also will discuss 

how the Civil War proved that states had more rights if they were in 

the Union rather than outside of it. 

FAU Libraries establish the Harold L. Glasser 

Collection 

 Florida Atlantic University Libraries recently received a gift 

in honor of the late Harold L. Glasser, a World War II bombardier 

who became internationally known during his 27-year career as presi-

dent of Miss Universe, Inc.  The gift, which consists of a wide variety 

of memorabilia, was made by Glasser‘s wife, Marny, who has also 

underwritten costs to process, display and digitize the items in order to 

showcase the accomplishments of her late husband. 

 FAU special collections librarian and archivist Victoria Thur 

worked with three students for several months to process the memora-

bilia, now known as the Harold L. Glasser Collection.  According to 

Thur, the collection tells the story of Glasser‘s life from birth to death 

at the age of 91.   

 The Harold L. Glasser Collection is housed in the Special 

Collections and Archives Deaprtment at FAU‘s Wimberly Library.  It 

is open for public viewing Monday through Thursday, 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. 

or by appointment.  An exhibition featuring Glasser‘s war memorabil-

ia is scheduled for October through December to coincide with the 

70th anniversary of the U.S. entering World War II.   

 For more information, call 561-297-3787. 

Symposium Series gets a New Director 

 Dr. Stephen Engle has been named as the new director of 

the History Department Symposia at FAU. He was instrumental in 

setting up the symposium series in 

2004, and he directed the program 

during the first few years in its exist-

ence. He has now resumed director-

ship after Dr. Ken Osgood‘s depar-

ture in 2011. This year‘s symposia 

features Dr. Jacob Hamblin, who 

will deliver the O‘Sullivan memorial 

lecture in November, and the former 

Secretary of State Madeleine K. 

Albright, who will headline the Alan 

B. Larkin Symposium on the Ameri-

can Presidency in February 2012. He 

will be looking to schedule top-

notch speakers for next year‘s symposia. 

Madeleine K. Albright Coming to FAU in 2012  

 The Alan B. Larkin Symposium on the U.S. Presidency is 

proud to welcome former Secretary of State Madeleine K. Albright to 

FAU in 2012. She will deliver a lecture on February 15, 2012 entitled 

―Economy and Security in the 21st Century.‖ 

 Albright was the 64th Secretary of State of the United 

States.  In 1997, she was named the first female Secretary of State and 

became, at that time, the highest ranking woman in the history of the 

U.S. government.  As Secretary of State, Albright reinforced Ameri-

ca‘s alliances, advocated democracy and human rights and promoted 

American trade and business, labor and environmental standards 

abroad. 

 From 1993 to 1997, Albright served as the U.S. Permanent 

Representative to the United Nations and as a member of the Presi-

dent‘s Cabinet.  She is a professor in the Practice of Diplomacy at the 

Georgetown University School of Foreign Service.  She chairs both 

the National Democratic Institute for International Affairs, the Pew 

Global Attitudes Project and serves as president of the Truman Schol-

arship Foundation.  Albright serves 

on the Board of Trustees for the 

Aspen Institute.  In 2009, Albright 

was asked by NATO Secretary 

General Anders Fogh Rasmussen to 

chair a group of experts focused on 

developing NATO‘s New Strategic 

Concept. 

 Albright is the author of 

four New York Times best-sellers: 

her autobiography, Madam Secre-

tary: A Memoir (2003); The Mighty 

and the Almighty: Reflections on 

America, God, and World Affairs, 

(2006); Memo to the President: 

How We Can Restore America’s 

Reputation and Leadership, (2008) and Read My Pins: Stories from a 

Diplomat’s Jewel Box, (2009). 

 Her next book, Prague Winter, is due to be released in May,  

2012.  It tells the story of Albright‘s experiences and those of her fam-

ily during and immediately after World War II, thus providing a fresh 

lens through which to view some of the modern era‘s most tumultuous 

years. 

 Secretary Albright will be speaking in the Barry Kaye Audi-

torium on February 15, 2012 at 3:30 pm.  For tickets, go to 

www.fauevents.com, or call 1-800-564-9539.  Students with a current 

and valid student ID card can pick up free tickets at the FAU box of-

fice in the Student Union. Rates of admission are as follows: FAU 

faculty/staff, $10; single tickets, $35; and groups of 15 or more, $30. 

For more information, see www.fau.edu/larkin or drop by the FAU 

box office in the Student Union. 
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 Hamblin‘s research has explored the history of the earth and 

environmental sciences and the history of nuclear issues.  His 

scholarly articles have appeared in Isis, Osiris, Technology & Culture, 

Diplomatic History, Environmental history, and several other journals.    

His first book, Oceanographers and the Cold War, assessed the 

military, political, and economic motivations behind international 

cooperative ventures in the marine sciences after World War II.  His 

second book, Poison in the Well: Radioactive Waste in the Oceans at 

the Dawn of the Nuclear Age, was the first international history of one 

of the least-understood environmental controversies during the Cold 

War era.   

 Dr. Hamblin‘s current project is Arming Mother Nature: 

How Modern Science and the Cold War 

G a v e  B i r t h  t o  C a t a s t r o p h i c 

Environmentalism, under contract with 

Oxford University Press. 

 Dr. Hamblin will be speaking in 

the University Theatre on November 2, 

2011 at 2:00pm.  A book signing will fol-

low the lecture which will be free and 

open to the public. Tickets are required 

and can be obtained by visiting 

www.fauevents.com or by calling 1-800-

564-9539. Depending on availability, tick-

ets may also be obtained at the theater one hour prior to the lecture. 

Free parking is available in Parking Garage II, Lot 25, and Lot 1. 

Shuttle service from Parking Garage II to the University Theater will 

also be available. For directions and other information, visit 

www.fau.edu/osullivan. 

Senior Scholars of Note: Recent Accomplish-

ments of FAU Graduates  

  

 Richard Smith, who earned his 

Master‘s Degree from FAU, graduated from 

Florida International University with his PhD 

in American History. His dissertation, explor-

ing the Civil War politician John Sherman 

(brother of William Tecumseh Sherman) was 

entirely handwritten before being typed up 

and sent to his advisor.  Smith wrote his mas-

ters thesis, entitled ―The Zealots: Five Radical 

Saints or Sinners,‖ earning his degree in 

2001. 

 Joel Hagar (seen here, shaking hands with his father) earned 

his master‘s degree in History 

from FAU in 2003. His father, 

Menachem Henri Hagar, re-

cently earned his master‘s 

degree in liberal studies at the 

age of 90. This act distin-

guishes Mr. Hagar as the old-

est graduate in FAU history. 

Mr. Hagar currently  contem-

plates the future and whether he will seek a PhD in philosophy. 

Dr. Jacob Hamblin: The Nuclear Promise: Glob-

al Consequences of an American Dream 

  The John O‘Sullivan Memorial Lecture Series will present 

Dr. Jacob Hamlin speech entitled, ―The Nuclear Promise: Global Con-

sequences of an American Dream.‖  He will deliver a lecture that put 

nuclear issues in historical context, with particular reference to the 

recent disaster at the Fukushima nuclear plant in Japan. 

 Dr. Hamblin hails from northern Virginia but earned his 

B.A. from the University of California, Santa Barbara.  He also stud-

ied abroad at the University of Kent in Canterbury, England, as an 

undergraduate.  He then did graduate work at UC Santa Barbara under 

the direction of Lawrence Badash, earning an M.A. and Ph.D. in His-

tory from the Program in the History of Science, Technology and 

Medicine in 2001.  He held postdoctoral fellowship at the Centre Al-

exandre Koyré in Paris in 2001-2002.  Before going to OSU, he taught 

at Loyola Marymount University, California State University at Long 

beach, and Clemson University.  His courses include topics in the 

history of twentieth-century science, the history of technology, and 

environomental history. 
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SUPPORT THE HISTORY DEPARTMENT 
 

General donations to the History Department (HUM 200) are always appreciated to further the work of our faculty, students, and 

general program needs or you can contribute to one of the established funds listed below.  For more information, contact the History 

Department at 561-297-3840 or mail your check payable to the FAU Foundation, Inc. to: 

Florida Atlantic University 

Dorothy F. Schmidt College of Arts and Letters 

Department of History 

777 Glades Road 

Boca Raton, FL 33431 

 

HUM 200 History Department - The general department account for which we may spend the principal to further the goals of the department.  In 

the past we have used the funds to furnish technological equipment needed for research but not funded by general university support.  We have also 

used the funds to support the activities of Phi Alpha Theta and the department lectureship series. 

 

HUM 200 The Department of History Award in Honor of Frances Edelman - A monetary award to a Graduate Student Teaching Assistant 

based upon  academic achievement and student evaluations. 

 

HUM 205 Martin and Sylvia Shaw History Scholarship - A monetary award for a history major with academic merit and financial need.  The 

award will be applied to tuition and fees.  Student must enroll following receipt of the award. 

 

HUM 205 Martin and Sylvia Shaw Award for the Best History Essay - A monetary award for the best essay/paper from an undergraduate His-

tory major.  Any paper written in 2011 is eligible. 

 

HUM 220 Tracy Jill Edelman Memorial Endowed Fund - A monetary award for an outstanding History major who is also a part of the Wom-

en‘s Studies program. 

 

HUM 220 The Tracy Jill Edelman Memorial Award in Latin American History - A monetary award for a History student based upon the best 

essay/paper in Latin American History. Any paper written in 2011 is eligible.  

 

HUM 220 The Tracy Jill Edelman Memorial Award in History - A monetary award for a sophomore or junior History major with academic 

merit. 

 

HUM 235 John O‟Sullivan Annual Memorial Lectureship - Allows the Department of History each spring semester to host a distinguished 

scholar in 20th Century American History to lecture to students, secondary school teachers, faculty and the public. 

 

HUM 240 John O‟Sullivan Scholarship - An award to defray the costs of graduate thesis research; amount varies based upon availability of funds 

and applications.  To be eligible, students must have achieved candidacy and submitted a statement of purpose and budget for their research, as well 

as a letter of support from their primary thesis advisor. 

 

HUM 650 Percy and Pauline Greenberg Memorial Award in History - A monetary award for an outstanding graduating Senior History major. 

 

HUM 785 Hugh W. Ripley Award– A monetary and book award  to a student who has demonstrated their library research skills  in Historical  

Methods and Senior Seminar. Professors‘ recommendations are requested 

 

Checks can be made out to the FAU Foundation with a notation of the Department and account number.  All of the students and faculty thank you 

for your support of our programs. 
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ATTENTION ALUMNI 
 

We would appreciate hearing from you so that we can provide information about alumni in the History Review. Please keep us current on 

where you work, promotions, new history ventures, and any history or academic honors. Please complete this form and send it back to Flori-

da Atlantic University, Dorothy F. Schmidt College of Arts and Letters, Department of History, 777 Glades Road, Boca Raton, FL 33431. If 

you would like, you may also fax your information to 561-297-2704, or e-mail Zella Linn at zlinn@fau.edu 

 

PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT. 

 

Name_________________________________ Degree and Year of Graduation_____________________________________ 

 

Home Address_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City/State/Zip_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Is this an address change?       □Yes           □No 

 

Home Phone________________ Home Fax________________ Home e-mail Address_______________________________ 

 

Occupation/Profession/Employer__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Work Address_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City/State/Zip_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Is this an address Change?           □Yes           □No 

 

Business Phone________________ Business Fax________________ Business e-mail Address________________________ 

 

Preferred mailing address            □Home        □Business 

 

May we include your e-mail address in your update?            □Yes           □No 

 

Comments about honors and awards received, work, education, community, service, etc. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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