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EEX 5755 – Family and Community Resources in
Early Childhood Special Education

Catalog/ Course Description: Course will focus on family collaboration and support, with emphasis on family systems theory and interaction, community resources, case management and transition for infants, toddlers, preschoolers and young children with special needs.
Required Text: 

Seligman, M. & Darling, R.B. (2007). Ordinary Families, Special Children. (3nd Ed.). New York, NY: The Guilford Press.

Guidelines Used in Developing Course Objectives:


State of Florida Certification Standards for PreK/Primary Certification (PreK-P) 


CEC International Standards for Preparation


Certification of Special Education


Florida’s Early Intervention Professional Competencies :(ITDS) (See appendix A)
Specific Course Objectives:

Students will demonstrate their abilities in the area of early childhood family and community resources that will enable them to:

1) Use knowledge of local and state legal agencies available to aid children with disabilities and their families. 

2) Identify resources and referral agencies available to aid children with disabilities and their families. (ITDS B11, F4, G9)
3) Use family, community, state and federal resources to develop and implement goals and objectives stated on each child’s IEP or FSP. (ITDS A4, E9, G1, G8)
4) Understand and apply basic systems theory to the child, family and community. (ITDS B10, B12, B13)
5) Describe a continuum of educational settings from natural environments to least restrictive environments and a variety of education, health and social services. 
6) Develop professional and appropriate strategies for educating and involving families in the education of their children. (ITDS A8, C12, E1, H1, H2, H4)
7) Understand how to assist families in becoming effective advocates or case managers for their children. (ITDS G4, H3)
8) Recognize, understand and accept differences in educational values across cultures. (ITDS B 9)
9) Describe the stages of grieving experienced by families of children with exceptionalities and communicate effectively with parents at each stage.

10) Use appropriate strategies to transition children from home to preschool; preschool to kindergarten; and from more to less restrictive environments. (ITDS A7, C11 )
11) Identify physical and behavioral signs of child abuse and appropriately refer children consistent with legal and ethical requirements. (ITDS A12)
Course Requirements
1) 2 Resource Reports

Each student is required to research resources available for parents.  This can include websites, organizations,  books, journals, etc.


Each report will contain the following:


1.  Name of resource and where to find the resource (e.g. web address)


2.  A brief description of the resource


3.  Highlights of it’s usefulness for parents.


Resource Report #1:  will address national and international resources. 



Resource Report #2 :  will address state and local resources.

2) Support Group Observation, Project and Presentation

Each student is required to attend a professional organization or family support group related to families with disabilities and write a report. See attached “format for support group project”.


Format for Support Group Project


Attend a professional organization or support group meeting designed for families of children with disabilities in early Intervention, preschool and or/school age. The meeting you choose is entirely up to you. While you 


Write a report (2 – 3 typed pages). Include the following:

· Name and address of support group

· Date, time and location of meeting

· Topic of the specific meeting you attended

· A description of the organizations mission

· A summary of the content of the meeting – do not use real names of participants

· Discussion of what you learned about the group

· Describe how you might use the information with families of the children you serve.

3) Family Interview and Summary Report:
Each student will interview a parent or guardian of a young child with special needs and write a summary report regarding the interview.
4)
Unit Activites:  Each unit will have activities for students to complete.  These activities are designed to aid the student in understanding the content and serve as a competency check.  All activities must be completed to receive a grade in the course.

5)
Final Exam
General Guidelines for all written work:

All written work is expected to be commensurate with the graduate level. Poor writing, including spelling errors and grammatical errors will result in a lower grade. All written work must:

· be double spaced

· have page numbers

· be type written

· be concise and meaningful
Course Evaluation:



Pts.

Unit Activities: 




60

Resource Report#1




15

Resource Report #2




15

Family Interview




40
Support Group Report



30

Final Exam





25
Tentative Course Outline
Unit 1

Conceptual Framework

All activities due May 25


Community Resources

Unit 2

Family Transitions


All activities due June 11



Community Resources

Unit 3

Family Systems


All activities due June 25



Community Resources





Unit 4

Family/Professional


All activities due  July 9


Partnerships
Assignment Due Dates
Resource Report 1

Due May 29
Resource Report 2

Due June 4
Parent Interview

Due June 18
Support Group Report
Due July 2

Final Exam


Due July 13

POLICIES AND PROCEDURES


To avoid learner confusion or disappointment, the following are assumptions and expectations for this course:

UNIVERSITY ATTENDANCE POLICY:

Students are expected to attend all of their scheduled University classes and to satisfy all academic objectives as outlined by the instructor. The effect of absences upon grades is determined by the instructor, and the University reserves the right to deal at any time with individual cases of nonattendance.  Attendance includes active involvement in all class sessions, class discussions, and class activities, as well as professional conduct in class.


Students are responsible for arranging to make up work missed because of legitimate class absence, such as illness, family emergencies, military obligation, court-imposed legal obligations, or participation in University-sponsored activities (such as athletic or scholastic team, musical and theatrical performances, and debate activities). It is the student’s responsibility to give the instructor notice prior to any anticipated absence, and within a reasonable amount of time after an unanticipated absence, ordinarily by the next scheduled class meeting. Instructors must allow each student who is absent for a University-approved reason the opportunity to make up work missed without any reduction in the student’s final course grade as a direct result of such absence.

POLICIES:    

1. The course carries three (3) credits.  Students are expected to complete course requirements sufficient to earn three credits during the time-span of the course. 


2. 
Students are encouraged to talk with the instructor if there are concerns or problems relating to the course

3. 
A minimum grade of B (not B-) is required in order to continue in the ESE Master’s  program.

4.   All written assignments must be typed, double-spaced with the name and number of the assignment. All projects assigned will be discussed in class and a format provided for each.  

5.   Due dates for assignments are provided in the course outline and will be enforced.   Assignments submitted late will  ****  INSTRUCTORS NEED TO WRITE PENALTY STATEMENT FOR LATE ASSIGNMENTS *****
STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES:


In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and FAU policy, students with disabilities who require special accommodations to properly execute course work must register with the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD) and provide the instructor of this course with a letter from OSD which indicates the reasonable accommodations that would be appropriate for this course.  OSD offices are located on Boca, Davie and Jupiter campuses. Information regarding OSD services and locations can be found on the FAU website.

Appendix A

ITDS competencies for EEX 5755
Understanding Early Steps

A.4
Demonstrates knowledge of the federal regulations (IDEA, Part C) and state requirements for Florida’s version of the IFSP (Individualized Family Support Plan or IFSP).

A.7
Demonstrates knowledge of the federal requirements and state regulations for transition.

A.8
Demonstrates knowledge of federal and state procedural safeguards and due process requirements.

A12
Demonstrates knowledge of state policy and procedures for responding to and reporting child abuse, neglect and emotional distress.
Understanding the Child and Families

B  9
Demonstrates awareness of family values across diverse cultures, languages, ethnic groups and socioeconomic groups.

B.10
Demonstrates understanding of family systems theory

B.11
Demonstrates knowledge of sources of support and information for families

B.12
Demonstrates knowledge of the impact a special needs child has on the family, and how the impact on the family affects the child

B.13
Demonstrates knowledge of the critical role the family plays in the life of the child, the child’s development, and the child’s self-image

Understanding Evaluation and Assessment, Planning, and Service Provision 

C.11
Demonstrates knowledge of transition points for an infant/toddler/family including NICU/hospital to home, home to childcare, early intervention to preschool, and preschool to primary

C.12
Demonstrates knowledge of adult learning principles that promote maximum involvement of family members and child caregivers

Understanding Teams in Service Provision

E.1
Demonstrates ability to use communication principles and techniques with families (i.e., active listening, reflections of feelings and content, questioning techniques)

E.9
Demonstrates ability to conduct a family assessment, using appropriate tools and techniques to address family concerns, priorities, and resources.  Considers available family supports, daily routines, and adaptations for developing goals for the IFSP 

Developing the Individualized Family Support Plan

F.4
Demonstrates ability to identify and recommend available resources within the child’s family and community and how they are accessed and/or strengthened to meet the unique needs of the individual child and family

Implementing the Individualized Family Support Plan and Service Delivery

G.1
Demonstrates ability to maintain a collaborative partnership with the family to successfully implement the IFSP.

G.4
Demonstrates ability to provide ongoing assistance to the family in understanding their procedural safeguards.

G.8
Demonstrates ability to assist the family in integrating the child into the most natural learning environments to the greatest degree possible

G.9
Demonstrates ability to assist the family in accessing services in the most natural service delivery environments including:  home, sitter’s home, daycare home, family member’s home, neighborhood playgroup, childcare with appropriate ratios of typically/atypically developing children, community setting, and other individualized options

Professionalism and Ethics  

H.1
Demonstrates professionalism by displaying appropriate characteristics and behaviors associated with workplace roles and relationships.

H.2
Demonstrates knowledge of professional standards of practice and codes of ethics and behaviors

H.3
Demonstrates knowledge of the role of advocacy as a professional

H.4
Demonstrates knowledge of professional organizations in the field of early intervention and children with special needs.
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