Exceptional Student Education

College of Education
Florida Atlantic University

EEX 5245 - Methods in Early Childhood Special Education

Course Description:  A comprehensive course covering instructional practices, curriculum and materials to facilitate early development and learning for young children with special needs or at-risk for developmental or learning problems.  This will include best practice in teaching and facilitating learning in natural environments and inclusive settings. 
Required Text:


Cook, R., Klein, M., Tessler, A. (2004). Adapting Early Childhood Curricula for Children in Inclusive Settings,(6th Ed). Upper Saddle River, New Jersey: Prentice Hall

Various readings will be assigned each week.

This class will be web assisted utilizing Blackboard
Prerequisites: EEX 5015 or EEX 5017
Guidelines Used in Developing Course:

State of Florida Certification Standards for the Prekindergarten/ Primary Certification 
(Prek-P)

CEC International Standards for Preparation and Certification of Special Education 
Teachers (CEC)

State of Florida Accomplished Practices (IPEP)

Florida’s Early Intervention Professional Competencies (ITDS) (See Appendix A)
Course Objectives: 

Upon completion of the course, students will be able to:

1.   Describe appropriate models, methods, approaches, and techniques for teaching young children with disabilities, students who are gifted, ESOL students and at-risk students in a variety of settings.  (Prek-P 2-2, 2-5, 3-8, 3-11, 3-12, 7-6) (CEC 4, 7, 8) (ITDS F-8) (ITDS G-1)
2.   Apply task analysis/sequence analysis to both instructional activities and curriculum materials.  (Prek-P 3-11, 7-4) (CEC 4)

3.   Demonstrate the ability to write clear, measurable behavioral/instructional objectives addressing student needs based on assessment information. (Prek-P 7-3, 7-6) (CEC 1, 3, 4) (ITDS F-7) (ITDS F-2)
4.   Develop, adapt, and evaluate curricula and materials to meet individual student needs (Prek-P 3-9, 7-4, 7-6) (CEC 4, 6, 7, 8) (ITDS G-6)
5.   Demonstrate knowledge of unit (or theme) planning in early childhood classrooms. (Prek-P 3-2, 3- 3, 7-4) (CEC 4) (IPEP 4)

6.   Identify or develop appropriate methods for data collection to evaluate progress toward goals and objectives of the IFSP and IEP and complying with federal, state and local requirements.  (Prek-P 3-11, 7-3, 7-6, 8-6) (CEC 1, 3, 4, 6) (ITDS A9, G-10) (ITDS G-12)
7.   Provide instruction which enhances the affective growth and development of the child, including communication skills, interpersonal skills, and methods of dealing with conflict and frustration.  (Prek-P 3-2, 3-10, 7-10, 8-2, 8-4) (CEC 4, 6) (ITDS G-6)
8.   Identify and locate resources (personnel and material) for instruction. (Prek-P 2-5) (CEC 4,

9.   Apply theories of play in educational practice (Prek-P 3-1) (CEC 4) (ITDS G-6) (ITDS G-11)
10. Apply the basic principles of learning approaches such as operant learning, social learning, cognitive behavior modification, information processing and schema theory.  (Prek-P 2-3, 8- 2) (CEC 4, 5, 6) (ITDS G-11, H5)
11.  Demonstrate knowledge of effective learning environments based on individual students’ needs in consideration of factors such as developmental levels and disability. (Prek-P 8-1, 8-2)  (CEC 3, 4, 6) (ITDS E13, G-11) 
12. Arrange the physical environment to facilitate the child’s active participation in learning.    (Prek-P 8-5) (CEC 5, 6) (ITDS G-8)
13.  Arrange schedules and use time to facilitate the child’s active participation in learning. (Prek- P 8-2) (CEC 5, 6)

14.  Demonstrate knowledge of effective classroom management techniques. (Prek-P 7-6, 8-2)   (CEC 5)

15.  Demonstrate an understanding of the interdisciplinary approach to early intervention. (Prek-P 8-1) (CEC 4, 5, 7)

Course Requirements:

1. Text assignments

Students will be expected to read materials assigned prior to class and be prepared to discuss materials. There may be a group discussion or activity on the material.

2.  Unit Study Guides (Includes Instructional Sharing and assigned homework).
There is a unit study guide for each unit that must be completed.  Additionally, there will be a “sharing topic” each week of in-classroom learning.  Every student is expected to share an idea, materials, activity, or lessons related to the topic each week.

4.  Individual Planning Matrix
Students will design a general planning matrix (One will be completed in class and one independently).  One planning matrix will utilize a child’s daily routines in natural environments and the child’s FSP.  The second planning matrix will utilize the daily classroom schedule and a student’s IEP.  Details will be provided in class.

5.  Teaching: Learning Sequence

Students will be required to design a learning sequence for an individual student or a small group of students or parent training. A specific learning sequence related to age/grade level curriculum and IEP goals must be designed for implementing a short-term objective. The learning sequence consists of a task analysis of a short-term objective resulting in sequential sub-objectives.  These sub-objectives may need to be task analyzed further.  This process will help to identify the learning sequence objective.  The project will include
1. Learning Sequence (LS) Objective

2. Identification of prerequisite skills

3. Task analysis of the LS objective

4. Pretest

5. A minimum of 3 lesson plans

6. Post test and analysis

6.  Self Directed Study:  “Learn Something New Project”
You will be writing an IEP focusing on yourself. 

1. Determine a topic/activity/ process in the area ECSE that you would like to learn more about.
2. Determine your present level of knowledge in this area of interest
3. Set a goal 
4. Describe the steps and procedures you will use to accomplish this goal.

This project must be approved by the instructor.

7.   Thematic Resource Unit:
Develop an integrated resource unit related to a pre-selected theme.  Prepare enough  copies for everyone in the class.  
Grading and Evaluation:

Point Values:

Unit study guides 20 each

80 pts
Planning Matrix


30 pts

Learning Sequence


70 pts
Thematic Unit


40 pts

Self Directed Study Proj.

70 pts

Total:




290 points possible
Grading Scale:

Scores are cumulative and the grade scale represents percentage of total points earned.

A
93-100

A-
90-92

B+
87-89

B
83-86


B-
80-82

C+
77-79

C
73-76


C-
70-72

D+
67-69

D
63-66


D-
60-62

F
Below 60

POLICIES AND PROCEDURES


To avoid learner confusion or disappointment, the following are assumptions and expectations for this course:

UNIVERSITY ATTENDANCE POLICY:

Students are expected to attend all of their scheduled University classes and to satisfy all academic objectives as outlined by the instructor. The effect of absences upon grades is determined by the instructor, and the University reserves the right to deal at any time with individual cases of nonattendance.  Attendance includes active involvement in all class sessions, class discussions, and class activities, as well as professional conduct in class.


Students are responsible for arranging to make up work missed because of legitimate class absence, such as illness, family emergencies, military obligation, court-imposed legal obligations, or participation in University-sponsored activities (such as athletic or scholastic team, musical and theatrical performances, and debate activities). It is the student’s responsibility to give the instructor notice prior to any anticipated absence, and within a reasonable amount of time after an unanticipated absence, ordinarily by the next scheduled class meeting. Instructors must allow each student who is absent for a University-approved reason the opportunity to make up work missed without any reduction in the student’s final course grade as a direct result of such absence.

POLICIES:    

1. The course carries three (3) credits.  Students are expected to complete course requirements sufficient to earn three credits during the time-span of the course. 


2. 
Students are encouraged to talk with the instructor if there are concerns or problems relating to the course

3. 
A minimum grade of B (not B-) is required in order to continue in the ESE Master’s  program.

4.   All written assignments must be typed, double-spaced with the name and number of the assignment. All projects assigned will be discussed in class and a format provided for each.  

5.   Due dates for assignments are provided in the course outline and will be enforced.   Assignments submitted late will  ****  INSTRUCTORS NEED TO WRITE PENALTY STATEMENT FOR LATE ASSIGNMENTS *****
STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES:


In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and FAU policy, students with disabilities who require special accommodations to properly execute course work must register with the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD) and provide the instructor of this course with a letter from OSD which indicates the reasonable accommodations that would be appropriate for this course.  OSD offices are located on Boca, Davie and Jupiter campuses. Information regarding OSD services and locations can be found on the FAU website.

Tentative Schedule

Topic





Class Preparation

Unit 1:  Instructional Planning and Methods

August 28  In-class
See:  Overview of Unit 1 for class preparation for each class.
Class 1:Introduction/ Class overview



September 4  Distance Learning on-line


Class 2:Instructional Planning


 
Goals/Objectives

Milieu Teaching/ Planning Matrix 
September 11: In-class
Class 3:Instructional Planning & Methods
Share:  Transitions






 



Due:  Draft Proposal for Self-Directed 







Study
September 18  Distance Learning on-line
Class 4:Instructional Planning & Methods








Due:  Planning Matrix
Due:Revised Proposal for Self-Directed Study

September 25:  In-class



Share: :  Literacy Activities 

Class 5







(Birth – age 8)







Due:  Study Guide Unit 1

Unit 2:  Facilitating Cognitive Development

October 2: Distance Learning on-line
See: Overview of Unit 2 for class preparation for each class
Class 6:Facilitating cognitive development
Due: Learning Sequence Part 1
October 9:  In Class
Class 7:Facilitating cognitive development
Share:  Math activities

Readiness and primary skills
 


October 16 On line

Class 8: Facilitating readiness and primary skills




Due: Study Guide Unit 2
Unit 3:  Facilitating communication
See:  
Overview of Unit 3 for class preparation
for each class
October 23:  In class


Class 9:   Facilitating Communication

Share:  Oral language activities(Birth –







age 8) Or writing activities










Due:  Learning Sequence Part 2
October 30:  On line
Class 10 :Facilitating communication


Due:  Study Guide Unit 3
Unit 4:  Facilitating social emotional Development    See: Overview of unit 4 & 5
November 6   In class
 
Class 11:Facilitating social-emotional 

development




Share: Social Skills (Birth – age 8)







Due:    Thematic Unit
November 13 :  On line




Class 12
Unit 5 Facilitating physical/motor

I
November 20:  No class
November 27:   Distance Learning:

Class 13:Facilitating motor/adaptive behavior







Due:  Study Guide Unit 4 and 5

December 4:  In Class

Class 15 :Presentations


(Self Directed Study Projects)                            Due Self directed Study Projects
Appendix A
ITDS competencies for EEX 5245

Understanding Early Steps

A9  
Demonstrates knowledge of federal, state, and local requirements and procedures for record keeping, reporting and confidentiality.

Understanding Teams in Service Provision

E.13
Demonstrates ability to provide recommendations for functional, routine-based interventions linked to assessment findings

Developing the Individualized Family Support Plan

F.2
Demonstrates the ability to develop an IFSP, with the family and other team members, which is measurable (with regular documented evidence of progress toward achieving outcomes)

F.7
Demonstrates ability to determine appropriate developmental interventions to be included in the IFSP that will reduce stress, promote self-regulation and interaction

F.8
Demonstrates the ability to suggest developmental activities to address immediate family/caregiver concerns

Implementing the Individualized Family Support Plan and Service Delivery

G.1
Demonstrates ability to maintain a collaborative partnership with the family to successfully implement the IFSP.

Professionalism and Ethics  

H.5
Demonstrates understanding of self-empowerment and responsibility for personal management by developing a personal vision of work.
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