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Course Number  
EEX 7938

1-credit
Course Title
 Seminar in Exceptional Student Education Leadership
Catalog Description

This course provides doctoral students with an overview of the roles, responsibilities, and expectations of doctoral leadership graduates. Each seminar will include directed study in a number of topics relating to professional practices in higher education and other leadership positions. Students enroll in this professional seminar during six semesters, earning 1-credit for each semester. 
PREREQUISITES  
Admission to doctoral program in Exceptional Student Education
COURSE CONNECTION TO CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK 

As a reflective decision-maker the student will make informed decisions, exhibit ethical behavior, and provide evidence of being a capable professional by gaining an understanding of the structure and inner-workings of higher education and other doctoral leadership positions by documenting activities in research, teaching, and service conducted over the course of the graduate course sequence. 
suggested Texts 
Each seminar will include literature sources highlighting roles, responsibilities, and expectations of faculty members in Exceptional Student Education. 
Seminar #1- The Triad of Professional Activities in Higher Education

Amacher, R. C., & Meiners, R. E. (2004). Faulty towers: Tenure and the structure of 
higher education. Oakland, CA: The Independent Institute. 

Seminar #2- Orientation to Research
Mertens, D., & McLaughlin, J. (2003). Research and evaluation methods in special 

education. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications.
Johnston, J., & Pennypacker, H. (1993). Strategies and tactics of behavioral research (2nd 
ed.). Hillsdale, NJ: Erlbaum.

Seminar #3- Professional Dissemination I
Sternberg, R. J. (2003). The psychologist’s companion: A guide to scientific writing for 
students and researchers (4th ed.). Cambridge, U.K.: Cambridge University Press.

Seminar #4- Professional Dissemination II
Sternberg, R. J. (2003). The psychologist’s companion: A guide to scientific writing for 
students and researchers (4th ed.). Cambridge, U.K.: Cambridge University Press.
Zinsser, W. K. (1994). On writing well: An informal guide to writing nonfiction (5th ed.). 
New York: Harper Perennial.
Seminar #5- Traditional Course Development and College Teaching
Saroyan, A., & Amundsen, C. (Eds.). (2004). Rethinking teaching in higher education: 
From a course design workshop to a faculty development framework. Sterling, VA: Stylus Publications.

Seminar #6-  Web-based Course Development and College Teaching
Schweizer, H. (1999) . Designing and teaching an online course. Boston: Allyn & Bacon.
White, K., &  Weight, B. (2000). The online teaching guide: A handbook of attitudes, strategies, and techniques for the virtual classroom. Boston: Allyn & Bacon.
TECHNOLOGY
E-mail:
Your FAU email address will be used.

Course Objectives: 
Successful students will demonstrate an understanding of the following topics:

1. problem solving, critical analysis, and clear and logical development of arguments, and documentation of arguments.

2. the historical and current influences on doctoral study in Exceptional Student Education.

3. the methods used to evaluate college level teaching and the mechanisms used to document the evaluation results.

4. the historical nature and significance of service to institutions of higher education, professional organizations, community agencies, and K-12 institutions serving individuals with disabilities.

Successful students will demonstrate the following skills:

1. develop fluency using APA-style writing and documentation.
2. develop and present professional presentations to audiences with differing knowledge levels using written and/or visual materials.

3. interpret, critique, and apply results of research in education and related fields.

4. communicate effectively with families, community agency representatives, and members of the academic community in education and related fields. 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS
The Triad of Professional Activities in Higher Education

Students enrolled in this Seminar will create a purposeful collection of products documenting work in research, teaching, and service:
· Define teaching, research, and service in the context of higher education in Exceptional Student Education.

· Compare and contrast promotion and tenure requirements at different institutions of higher education according to Carnegie Foundation classification codes.

· Identify professional activities unique to each type of Carnegie Foundation institution of higher education category.

· Identify professional activities common to all Carnegie Foundation institution of higher education categories.

· Identify professional service activities common to all Carnegie Foundation institutions of higher education.

· Identify three different professional service (e.g., professional organizations and/or university committee) activities commensurate with an institution of higher education in one of the Carnegie Foundation classification codes and give three reasons for selecting the category for which the plan was developed.

· Develop a professional activity plan commensurate with an institution of higher education in one of the Carnegie Foundation classification codes and give three reasons for selecting the category for which the plan was developed.

· Identify products that can be used to document teaching, research, and service in institutions of higher education.

Orientation to Research
Students enrolled in this Seminar will develop a plan for research in education:
· Formulate questions to be investigated using quantitative or qualitative methods.
· Identify ways in which the research questions relate to the extant literature and how results of empirical research can make contribution to extant literature.
· Compare and contrast methods used in the past to investigate related research questions.
· Identify ways in which findings from similar empirical investigations have been disseminated to non-research audiences.

· Propose ways in which finds can be disseminated to non-research audiences.

Professional Dissemination I
Students enrolled in this Seminar will develop a verbal presentation accompanied by visuals:

· Compare and contrast selection criteria for annual/bi-annual conferences hosted by professional organizations in education and related fields.

· Identify three empirical questions for development into a verbal presentation.

· Complete a proposal for presentation at an annual/biannual professional conference.

· Develop a 20-60 minute verbal presentation accompanied by visuals to present at an annual/bi-annual professional conference.

Professional Dissemination II
Students enrolled in this Seminar will write an original manuscript for publication in a professional journal:
· Compare and contrast manuscript submission criteria for professional journals in Exceptional Student Education and related fields.

· Choose a professional journal to submit an original manuscript and provide three reasons for the selection.

· Complete a 150 word abstract as part of an original manuscript to be submitted to a professional journal in Exceptional Student Education or a related field.
· Develop an original manuscript for submission to a professional journal in Exceptional Student Education or a related field.
Traditional Course Development and College Teaching

Students enrolled in this Seminar will develop a course syllabus for an introductory course in special education:
· Identify historical, societal, state, and district influences and requirements impacting knowledge and practice in special education.
· Develop an outline of topics appropriate for inclusion in an introductory special education course.

· Develop a list of activities intended to help students learn and apply selected topics (from outline described above) in an introductory special education course.

· Choose a textbook for use in an introductory course in special education and provide three reasons for the choice.

· Using a common template, develop a course syllabus for an introductory course in special education.

Web-based Course Development and College Teaching
Students enrolled in this Seminar will develop a web-based course for an existing ESE course:
· Develop two activities to be used in an online course that requires online discussions

· Design a performance measurement system for the online course

· Evaluate your online course for accessibility

· Reconfigure an existing course syllabus and accompanying activities to be accomplished online

Professional Ethics / Policies and Expectations  

Students, as reflective decision-makers, choose to practice ethical behavior while planning and conducting seminar activities. Doctoral students are expected to demonstrate a professional demeanor in each seminar through regular attendance, participation and responsible attention to requirements and deadlines necessary for the successful completion of the doctoral program. Doctoral students are also expected to demonstrate a professional demeanor when disseminating information to families and other professionals. 

TEACHING METHODOLOGIES:

Methods of instruction include question and answer periods, modeling, guided practice, and media presentations.  Participants will also acquire knowledge and skills through discussions with department faculty, professional colleagues, students with exceptionalities, including students from various cultural, religious, ethnic, socioeconomic and language backgrounds. 
ASSESSMENT PROCEDURES:
Seminar 1:
Create a purposeful collection of products documenting work in research, teaching, and service

Seminar 2:
Provide a written plan for research
Seminar 3:
Develop a verbal presentation accompanied by visuals

Seminar 4:
Write an original manuscript for publication in a professional journal


Seminar 5:
Develop a course syllabus for an introductory course in education



Seminar 6:
Develop a web-based course from an existing ESE course











GRADING 
Each seminar will be graded as Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory
POLICIES AND  PROCEDURES

ATTENDANCE:
According to University policy, “Students are expected to attend all of their scheduled University Classes and to satisfy all academic objectives as outlined by the instructor.”  Attendance includes meaningful, active involvement in all planning and discussion sessions, as well as professional, ethical, conduct in school-based activities linked to this project.  Reasonable accommodations are made for religious observances. 
STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES:

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and FAU policy, students with disabilities who require special accommodations to properly execute course work must register with the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD) and provide the instructor of this course with a letter from OSD which indicates the reasonable accommodations that would be appropriate for this course.  OSD offices are located on Boca, Davie and Jupiter campuses. Information regarding OSD services and locations can be found on the FAU website.

PAGE  
EEX  7938 Master Syllabus  November 2007

