Campus Sustainability Committee
Meeting Minutes

ISSUED BY: Shannon Clounts

ATTENDEES: Azita Dashtaki, Shannon Clounts, Christopher Ott, Mark Huhta, Gary Parsons, Michaele Antoine, Dr. Tobin Hindle, Dean Samuels, Dr. Howard Hanson, Jill Rosen, Alex Van Mecl, Jeff Kleeger, Helen Kennedy, Joe Chaparro
LOCATION: CO 118 Campus Operations Bldg
DATE/TIME: November 21, 2008 @ 1:30 PM
1) Campus Sustainability Poster Judging – The judging took place and the winning poster was Alyssa Ostby, a student from the Jupiter Campus.
2) Alex Van Mecl, a freshman student, was welcomed and introduced to the committee. Alex will spearhead a Mission Green student coalition and is in the process of registering the student club. 
3) A request was made for an update for the Living Learning Community business plan but no specifics were known. 
4) Update on Freshman Reading program – Sustainability book not selected.
5) Announcement was made that Sharlene Sookhoo with Environmental Health & Safety will be issuing a quarterly newsletter on sustainability. The newsletter will be available on-line with the first copy available in January 2009 detailing the history of sustainability. To contribute content contact Sharlene Sookhoo in EH&S. 
6) Orientation – A request was made for committee members to consider representing Mission Green at Orientation sessions. Mission Green representation is a good way to promote the university’s sustainability efforts and encourage student involvement.  The sustainability video will be available for viewing by the incoming freshman.
7) Move-it-out, don’t-throw-it out – This effort to be coordinated with the assistance of Housing department.  Explored ways that students can donate to charity groups unwanted items (lamps, microwave ovens, furniture) at the end of the semester instead of throwing away. Joe Chaparro reported that storage of these items may be a problem. Azita suggested the use of a multi-purpose room.
8) Green Bike Program – Update: Currently have 6 bikes in the program. Suggestion was made to encourage students to donate their bikes to the university instead of abandoning them. Under the current practice the FAU police collect and store the bikes for a required period of time and then send the bikes to property for auction. The proposed new effort would involve contacting the students (possibly through a mass mailing) encouraging donation rather than abandonment.
9) Shannon – reported that she met with the City of Boca Raton. The city is forming a group to address areas of sustainability within the city.  In attendance was Lynn University and PBCC gathering information to explore ways to work together on sustainability issues. The city could possibly use FAU students to complete the city’s greenhouse emissions or to further the sustainable initiatives of the city
10) Big Belly Recycling Units – Azita announced that three Big Belly units arrived. One unit was installed at the Boca Arena and a second unit was installed near the breezeway by Starbucks Coffee. The third unit is installed in Jupiter. Azita stated that the necessity for janitorial staff to empty the waste has been reduced in the testing stage of the Big Belly unit. If successful more units would be ordered and placed.

11) Azita suggested that for next year’s poster contest residents would have posters behind the dorm doors that recommend of ways to be sustainable. This could be one way to handle the poster contest and should be considered for Earth Day.
12)  Alex Van Mecl reported that trash rooms in Glades Park Towers (north and south) had been configured to simplify recycling for the residents. Regular trash is placed on the right side while recycling materials go on the left. Recycling has increased.  Alex also noted that there is a growing demand and need to have recycling bins at each suite. Joe Chaparro stated that bins were previously available in each suite but many were removed by the students. The county sells the units for about $6.00 to $7.00 each and budget cuts don’t allow for the purchase of the units.  Helen suggested that housing consider similar recycling bins to those used by UCF which are made of cardboard lined with plastic and have the recycling logo. One of these units could be placed in each dorm and would decrease the risk of theft.
13) Update from Dining - Dean Samuels reported that next week the results on trayless system dining will be available. Shannon asked that the results be forwarded to her to add to the Mission Green website.  Also announced that recycling in the food court will be coming soon. 
14) Chris Ott – reported that 10 volunteers have signed up to be on the Jupiter Sustainability sub-committee.
15) Dr. Hanson – Inquired about our compliance with the President’s Climate Commitment and the dates of the reports. The emissions inventory report was submitted as scheduled in September ‘08 and the “Climate Action Plan” is on schedule to be submitted in September ’09. Question was raised regarding the “College Sustainability Report Card” of which FAU scored a C-. The link will be sent to committee members and discussed at the next meeting.
16) Jeff Kleeger – Reported that the Center for Comparative Studies event for sustainability was successful. The event will be a yearly event.
17) Alex Van Mecl – announced that he will attend the three-day Florida Sustainable Youth Energy Summit and University green fees are among the issues that will be discussed. Alex will represent FAU and update the committee at the next meeting.
18) Next Meeting – Friday, January 16th at 1:30 PM - CO118
