Campus Sustainability Committee
Meeting Minutes

ISSUED BY: Shannon Clounts

ATTENDEEES: Azita Dashtaki, Shannon Clounts, Gregg Sekscienski, Paulo Brida, Jeff Modlin, Gary Parson,  Leonard Berry, Tim Van Epps, Steven Saposnik, Russ Ivy, Joe Chaperro, Marybeth Burton, Christopher Ott, John Hardman, , Jill Rosen, Carrie Stevens, Sarah Fannin, Rose Morris, 

LOCATION: CO 118 Campus Operations Bldg
DATE/TIME: November 15, 2007 1PM

1) President’s Climate Commitment Letter – Discussed the following line items
a) Implementation start date for FAU is September 15, 2007
b) ACUPCC Two-month reporting form is due 11/15/07 including information regarding FAU’s website for sustainability, total enrollment, implementation liaison and an indication of two tangible actions FAU will implement within 2 years while developing Climate Action Plan (LEED building policy & energy star purchasing policy)
c) Paulo Brida will check with Joe Rainwater for exact wording related to green building policy

d) Steven Saposnik will check for exact wording related to purchasing and energy star appliances
e) Sarah Fannin is working on greenhouse gas inventory and is not having any problems getting the data. She did express that the data for transportation may have a few challenges. Shannon will speak with Judy Ferris regarding getting initial data (type of vehicle, approx. mileage traveled per week, passengers)put on form that is completed to apply for parking sticker
f) Azita and Shannon updated the committee about their meeting with John Singer regarding recycling.  BEST employees are being counseled on the fact that FAU is recycling and they are to participate in this process. Everyone agrees the recycling process needs to be improved or somehow verified – possibly something for a subcommittee to address. John Singer and/or Evan cross will be invited to our next meeting and we will work with them to complete a diagram of the complete recycling program
g) Strategies for developing climate action plan were discussed. Dr Berry expressed that there needs to be a full time position created to lead the efforts for sustainability. Due to budget constraints, it is unlikely that this will happen at this time. The group will divide into the following subcommittees: Housing, Landscape/Waste Management, Energy/Water, Purchasing, Food Services, Facilities, Academics/Research and Community Engagement
2) Updates
a) Shannon and Azita visited Dr. Bill O’Brien’s “Our Campus Environment” last month. The students have divided into groups similar to our proposed subcommittees and are preparing reports regarding what FAU is currently doing in these areas and developing plans for improvements. A copy of the final reports will be given to the committee for review. The class is implementing a small composting project and participating in the creation of the Arboretum.
b) Sarah Fannin and 20 other students from FAU joined over 5,000 students nationwide at the PowerShift 2007 events in Washington DC. The students attended environmental hearings, participated in lobbying workshops and listened to speakers such as Nancy Pelosi and Ralph Nader.

c) Campus Sustainability Day included great speakers, a webcast, poster displays, and a small presentation by Henderson 4th and 5th graders.  Overall, it was a success but will need to generate higher attendance for next year. Christopher Ott reported a successful event for the Jupiter Campus
d) A winner was selected for the poster contest – Filiberto Campos & Christina Valentine. They will be awarded a digital camera donated by Business Services
e) We now have a website to post information and events – www.fau.edu/missiongreen
f) The USGBC is offering Incentive Grants for “Excellence in Green Building Curriculum”. The deadline for proposals is 3/17/08. A copy of the Call for Proposals will be sent to all committee members. Dr. Berry will work with the Provost to research this further. 

g) Dr. Berry and MaryBeth will work together to prepare a proposal for a grant through the EPA for Environmental Education
3) Rose Morris, a student, representing the College of Nursing, spoke to the committee about the College of Nursing sustainability efforts and requested research be done for a community garden, possibly in the middle of campus. Rose also emphasized the need to replace the Styrofoam containers used by food services to something that is biodegradable. She related she has spoken to food services about this and was told that it is possible a new product will be used within 3-6 months.
4) Tim Van Epps discussed two proposals for sustainability projects involving students
a) Parking and Mitigation Project proposing parameter parking, public transportation and eco-friendly mass transit from the parking areas to campus. Meetings have been held with Dennis Crudele and students from a senior transportation course have agreed to study this in the Spring ’08 term. A teaching assistant would then complete the study and develop a model for the environmentally sensitive system.  There may be a need for a small level of funding for possible OPS positions for the students. Group will coordinate a study with the City of Boca Raton regarding a public transportation system
b) Habitat Restoration and Protection Project involving creating a habitat for the owls and tortoises and xeorscaping to reduce cost for maintenance and water. Planting native species and removal of exotics is a big concern. Possible participation from environmental sciences, Pine Jog and geoscience will be beneficial in this study. Coordination with the conservation committee will be planned for early 2008. 
5) Action Items (Short Term, Intermediate, Long Term)

a) “Move It Out, Don’t Throw It Out”  - Shannon will check with Monica Jara for an update on the status of this event
b) Focus the Nation – MaryBeth is moving forward with the plans for this. The actual event is 1/31/08 with possible events scheduled for the evening of 1/30/08. Volunteers are needed for planning this event. She is also working with Ken Osgood to plan 2-3 sessions regarding FAU’s Mission Green campaign to be presented during Civic Engagement Week on 1/18/08.
6) A webcast is scheduled for 11/27, at 1pm in CO118 - “Education for a Sustainable Future”
7) Next Meeting – To be determined.

Cc: 
Tom Donaudy


All Committee Members
