Campus Sustainability Committee
Meeting Minutes

ISSUED BY: Shannon Clounts

ATTENDEEES: Shannon Clounts, John Hardman, John Singer, Sarah Fannin, Jose Herrera, Jeff Modlin, Jill Rosen, Steve Saposnik, Leonard Berry, Tobin Hindle, Howard Hanson, William O’Brien, Jeff Kleeger
LOCATION: CO 118 Campus Operations Bldg
DATE/TIME: Friday, May 16, 2008 1:30 PM
1. Shannon reported that Earth Day was very successful.  President Brogan attended along with 143 students, 40 staff/faculty members. Free lunches were provided to students and staff/faculty that utilized Tri-Rail/Palm Tran. Jose reported that 250 lbs. of garbage was collected during campus clean-up.  The Henderson School students performed a couple of Earth Day songs.
2. Orientation – Jill reported that she met with Chris Lynch in Orientation to incorporate sustainability (Mission Green) to freshman orientation. It may be too late for Fall 08 semester. Chris Lynch suggested that Welcome Week would be the best opportunity to approach incoming freshman. Discussions were made with Tri-Rail to transport freshman w/o vehicles to shopping venues. A Mission Green introduction video for freshman is being considered, containing a recycling demonstration, etc.  Jose suggested contacting OWL Radio for assistance with the production of the video. Sarah suggested educating the RA’s and Orientation leaders on Mission Green initiatives. Shannon mentioned that Jinji is working closely with Housing and that issue may be addressed. Jose mentioned that on August 19th there will be RA training; possibly Mission Green can be incorporated in that training.
3. Campus Sustainability Day – October 22nd. Shannon requested ideas for a theme. She also has recommended not utilizing the webcast due to expense and poor participation last year. LEED buildings may be used as a theme. When planning Campus Sustainability Day we must keep all campuses in mind. Jose recommended the breezeway for the activities at the Boca campus.  Some suggestions for Campus Sustainability were :
a) Trash pick up and “clean your dorm” creating a competition among the students.

b) Set up a table in breezeway for students to drop off unwanted items ie: clothes.

c) Possibly a tour of the College of Nursing (LEED).

d) Key note speaker.

4. AASHE Updates:  

FAU highlighted in AASHE bulletin for $50,000 grant received to go toward the funding 
for new Engineering building 
5. Mission Green: Communication should be improved between the committees and subcommittees. Shannon requested feedback from the committee members regarding posting updates on the Mission Green web page. One member would be given administrator privileges for updates. It was mentioned that the Mission Green logo should appear on the FAU home page for easy access to the web page. However, it was made clear that getting information on the FAU home page is difficult.
6. Shannon mentioned the possibility of bringing an Intern to assist with sustainability issues/programs. These would be non-paid position possibly given learning credits.
a) Undergraduate studies/Graduate student. Could also be at a Doctoral level.
7. Emissions Inventory: Congratulations to Sarah Fannin for her contribution to FAU for putting together the Emissions Inventory.  Sarah’s assessment/comments:
a) Solid Waste-needs an improved method of measurement.
b) Electricity usage is a large part of the emissions. Things can be done to lower the emissions.

c) John Singer noted that waste management is difficult to measure although he suggested staggering the pick ups to create full loads for better measurement.

d) Shannon said we should move forward with the carbon neutral plan. Suggestions were made to tie in to the university’s strategic plan.  Question was raised on whether FAU should follow the format as previously discussed (similar to that of University of California at Santa Barbara) but nothing was resolved.
e) Suggestions were made to possibly involve intern in the development of the climate neutral plan

f) Suggestions were made to find a way to track Tri-Rail usage.

g) An example of an action sheet for identifying action items for the climate action plan was introduced and will be sent to committee members.
8.  John Hardman – In thinking about the format for the carbon neutral plan, John introduced the STARS (Sustainability Tracking assessment & Rating System) for colleges and universities. This is a score card used by AASHE to rate the number of points given to campuses with sustainable practices.
9. USGBC Membership was announced.
                   

 Next meeting Friday, July 18th @ 1:30 PM
