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252.34 Definitions. 

(3)  "Emergency" means any occurrence, or threat thereof, whether natural, technological, or manmade, in 
war or in peace, which results or may result in substantial injury or harm to the population or substantial 
damage to or loss of property.  

(4)  "Emergency management" means the preparation for, the mitigation of, the response to, and the 
recovery from emergencies and disasters. Specific emergency management responsibilities include, but are 
not limited to:  

(a)  Reduction of vulnerability of people and communities of this state to damage, injury, and loss 
of life and property resulting from natural, technological, or manmade emergencies or hostile 
military or paramilitary action.  

(b)  Preparation for prompt and efficient response and recovery to protect lives and property 
affected by emergencies.  

(c)  Response to emergencies using all systems, plans, and resources necessary to preserve 
adequately the health, safety, and welfare of persons or property affected by the emergency.  

(d)  Recovery from emergencies by providing for the rapid and orderly start of restoration and 
rehabilitation of persons and property affected by emergencies.  

(e)  Provision of an emergency management system embodying all aspects of preemergency 
preparedness and postemergency response, recovery, and mitigation.  

(f)  Assistance in anticipation, recognition, appraisal, prevention, and mitigation of emergencies 
which may be caused or aggravated by inadequate planning for, and regulation of, public and 
private facilities and land use.  

252.35 Emergency management powers; Division of Emergency Management: 

The state comprehensive emergency management plan shall be operations oriented and: 

(2) (n) Review periodically emergency operating procedures of state agencies and recommend revisions as 
needed to ensure consistency with the state comprehensive emergency management plan and program. 

252.36 Emergency management powers of the Governor. 

(1)(b) Pursuant to the authority vested in her or him under paragraph (a), the Governor may issue executive 
orders, proclamations, and rules and may amend or rescind them. Such executive orders, proclamations, 
and rules shall have the force and effect of law.  

(2) …no state of emergency may continue for longer than 60 days unless renewed by the Governor. 
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(3)  An executive order or proclamation of a state of emergency shall:  

(a)  Activate the emergency mitigation, response, and recovery aspects of the state, local, and 
interjurisdictional emergency management plans applicable to the political subdivision or area in 
question…. 

(5)  In addition to any other powers conferred upon the Governor by law, she or he may:  

(a)  Suspend the provisions of any regulatory statute prescribing the procedures for conduct of 
state business or the orders or rules of any state agency, if strict compliance with the provisions of 
any such statute, order, or rule would in any way prevent, hinder, or delay necessary action in 
coping with the emergency.  

(b)  Utilize all available resources of the state government and of each political subdivision of the 
state, as reasonably necessary to cope with the emergency.  

(c)  Transfer the direction, personnel, or functions of state departments and agencies or units 
thereof for the purpose of performing or facilitating emergency services.  

(d)  Subject to any applicable requirements for compensation under s. 252.43, commandeer or 
utilize any private property if she or he finds this necessary to cope with the emergency. 

(8)  The Governor shall delegate emergency responsibilities to the officers and agencies of the state and of 
the political subdivisions thereof prior to an emergency or threat of an emergency and shall utilize the 
services and facilities of existing officers and agencies of the state and of the political subdivisions thereof, 
including their personnel and other resources, as the primary emergency management forces of the state, 
and all such officers and agencies shall cooperate with and extend their services and facilities to the 
division, as it may require. 

252.365 Emergency coordination officers; disaster-preparedness plans. 

2)  The emergency coordination officer is responsible for coordinating with the division on emergency 
preparedness issues, preparing and maintaining emergency preparedness and postdisaster response and 
recovery plans for such agency, maintaining rosters of personnel to assist in disaster operations, and 
coordinating appropriate training for agency personnel.  

(3)  These individuals shall be responsible for ensuring that each state agency and facility, such as a prison, 
office building, or university, has a disaster preparedness plan that is coordinated with the applicable local 
emergency-management agency and approved by the division.  

252.38 Emergency Management Powers of Political Subdivsions 

(1) Counties 

(a) Except as otherwise provided in ss. 252.31-252.90, each local emergency management agency 
shall have jurisdiction over and serve an entire county. 

(d)  During a declared state or local emergency and upon the request of the director of a local 
emergency management agency, the district school board or school boards in the affected area 
shall participate in emergency management by providing facilities and necessary personnel to staff 
such facilities. Each school board providing transportation assistance in an emergency evacuation 
shall coordinate the use of its vehicles and personnel with the local emergency management 
agency.  
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(3)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT POWERS; POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS.--  

2.  To appoint, employ, remove, or provide, with or without compensation, coordinators, rescue teams, fire 
and police personnel, and other emergency management workers.  

252.385  Public shelter space. 

(2)  The division shall administer a program to survey existing schools, universities, community colleges, 
and other state-owned, municipally owned, and county-owned public buildings and any private facility that 
the owner, in writing, agrees to provide for use as a public hurricane evacuation shelter to identify those 
that are appropriately designed and located to serve as such shelters. The owners of the facilities must be 
given the opportunity to participate in the surveys. The 1Board of Regents, district school boards, 
community college boards of trustees, and the Department of Education are responsible for coordinating 
and implementing the survey of public schools, universities, and community colleges with the division or 
the local emergency management agency. 

(4)(a)  Public facilities, including schools, postsecondary education facilities, and other facilities owned or 
leased by the state or local governments, but excluding hospitals or nursing homes, which are suitable for 
use as public hurricane evacuation shelters shall be made available at the request of the local emergency 
management agencies. Such agencies shall coordinate with the appropriate school board, university, 
community college, or local governing board when requesting the use of such facilities as public hurricane 
evacuation shelters.  

(4) (b)  The Department of Management Services shall incorporate provisions for the use of suitable leased 
public facilities as public hurricane evacuation shelters into lease agreements for state agencies. Suitable 
leased public facilities include leased public facilities that are solely occupied by state agencies and have at 
least 2,000 square feet of net floor area in a single room or in a combination of rooms having a minimum of 
400 square feet in each room. 

252.41 Emergency management support forces. 

(1)  The division is authorized to provide, within or without the state, such support from available 
personnel, equipment, and other resources of state agencies and the political subdivisions of the state as 
may be necessary to reinforce emergency management agencies in areas stricken by emergency. Such 
support shall be rendered with due consideration of the plans of the Federal Government, 

(2)  Personnel of emergency management support forces while on duty, whether within or without the state, 
shall:  

(a)  If they are employees of the state, have the powers, duties, rights, privileges, and immunities, 
and receive the compensation, incidental to their employment. 

(c) All personnel of emergency management support forces shall, while on duty, be subject to the 
operational control of the authority in charge of emergency management activities in the area in 
which they are serving and shall be reimbursed for all actual and necessary travel and subsistence 
expenses to the extent of funds available. 

252.42 Government equipment, services, and facilities. 

In the event of any emergency, the division may make available any equipment, services, or facilities 
owned or organized by the state or its political subdivisions for use in the affected area upon request of the 
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duly constituted authority of the area or upon the request of any recognized and accredited relief agency 
through such duly constituted authority. 

252.46  Orders and rules. 

(1)  In accordance with the provisions of chapter 120, the political subdivisions of the state and other 
agencies designated or appointed by the Governor or in the state comprehensive emergency management 
plan are authorized and empowered to make, amend, and rescind such orders and rules as are necessary for 
emergency management purposes…. 

252.47 Enforcement.--The law enforcement authorities of the state and the political subdivisions thereof 
shall enforce the orders and rules issued pursuant to ss. 252.31-252.90. 

252.50 Penalties.--Any person violating any provision of ss. 252.31-252.90 or any rule or order made 
pursuant to ss. 252.31-252.90 is guilty of a misdemeanor of the second degree, punishable as provided in s. 
775.082 or s. 775.083. 

252.51 Liability. 

Any person or organization, public or private, owning or controlling real estate or other premises who 
voluntarily and without compensation, other than payment or reimbursement of costs and expenses, grants 
a license or privilege or otherwise permits the designation by the local emergency management agency or 
use of the whole or any part of such real estate or premises for the purpose of sheltering persons during an 
actual, impending, mock, or practice emergency, together with her or his successor in interest, if any, shall 
not be liable for the death of, or injury to, any person on or about such real estate or premises during the 
actual, impending, mock, or practice emergency, or for loss of, or damage to, the property of such person, 
solely by reason or as a result of such license, privilege, designation, or use, unless the gross negligence or 
the willful and wanton misconduct of such person owning or controlling such real estate or premises or her 
or his successor in interest is the proximate cause of such death, injury, loss, or damage occurring during 
such sheltering period. Any such person or organization who provides such shelter space for compensation 
shall be deemed to be an instrumentality of the state or its applicable agency or subdivision for the purposes 
of s. 768.28.  

  

 


